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his work goes forth to those who have encouraged us in the

publication of the first four books in this series: Life Principles

Jrom the Old Testament, Life Principles from the Kings of the Old
Testament, Life Principles from the Women of the Bible, and Life Principles
Jfrom the Prophets of the Old Testament. This series has been a labor of love,
and through our study we have made friends with many saints of days
gone by. We look forward to getting to know them even better in heav-
en. We are especially grateful to the body of believers at Woodland Park
Baptist Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee, who have walked through
many of these studies with us and have been a continual source of encour-
agement as the writing of new studies progresses. Thanks to the folks at
AMG, especially Warren Baker and Rick Steele, Trevor Overcash and
Dale Anderson, and to Phillip Rodgers. Thanks to Robin Currier for her
invaluable help in proofreading. Most of all, we remain grateful to the
Lord Jesus, who continues to teach us and lead us in what it means to fol-

low Him with a whole heart.
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believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” So reads the exhortation of

Hebrews 11:6. The writer of Hebrews goes on to exhort his readers to fix their “eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy ser before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). From His throne through the power of His
Spirit our Lord Jesus calls each of us to follow Him by faith. “If anyone wishes to come afier Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me” (Luke 9:23). The life Jesus desires from us is a life that
consistently follows by faith—abiding in Him and letting His Word abide in us (see John 15), dying to
ourselves and living unto Him (see 2 Corinthians 5:15), forgetting what lies behind and pressing on to
what lies ahead (see Philippians 3:13-14).

Following by faith . . . “Withour faith it is impossible to please [God], for he who comes to God must

Real faith is marked by faith actions not “religious” outward show. There is a Greek word in the New
Testament for someone who merely imitates outward actions. It is the word “hypocrite” from the Greek
word “hupocrites,” meaning an actor on a stage playing a part. Those who merely imitate righteousness
have no heart. Their acting is a facade like a drama set with only appearances and no substance—all reli-
gious smoke and mirrors. Hebrews 11 tells us that genuine faith has substance. Genuine faith is built on
something that is real, something upon which one can stand. Those that have faith today have heart and
soul like the believers of Hebrews 11 or the leaders of Hebrews 13:7. Hebrews 13:7 calls us to real faith,
tested faith—"Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the resuls of
their conduct, imitate their faith.” This verse does not say “imitate their conduct.” That could lead to more
empty show and no substance. It says “imitate their faith.” In other words, look at how they look to Jesus,
how they follow Him in faith, and then imitate that faith.

As we walk through the lives of the New Testament believers presented here, we are called to real faith
that acts on the revealed Word of God. What we will see in the pages of Scripture are people who heard
the call of Jesus to come and follow. These were not perfect people who followed Him—far from it—but
they proved to be faithful people. They can show us many things about a faithful (full of faith) walk. Some
of the principles they can teach us are found in their battles with unanswered questions, in the reality of
their doubts along the way, in the joy of their surrender to a faithful Lord, as well as in their growth in
faith. Jesus is still calling, “Come and follow Me”—follow like these New Testament men of faith.
Remember them, and imitate their faith.

May your journey with these men of faith lead you to follow Him more faithfully.

Following Christ,

WAYNE A. BARBER RICHARD L. %

EDDIE RASNAKE
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LEARNING TO TRUST GOD’s WAYS

( ohn the Baptist was certainly unique! Wearing garments of camel’s
hair, living on a diet of locusts and wild honey, and lodging in the
'S wilderness hardly sounds like an ideal lifestyle to most people today.
But that was what surrendering to God’s ways meant for John. Surrendering
to God’s ways may be the hardest part of following God. Many times we are
eager to know and do God’s will until we discover God’s way of doing His
will. It is when we are puzzled by God’s methods that we must move to a
new level of surrender, and we must make a more decisive choice to prompt-
ly obey God without questioning the wisdom or ways that God uses to
accomplish his will. In other words, we must choose to surrender our ways,
our agendas, and our timing to God and accept His ways and His timing.

THE LIFE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Angel Gabriel Jesus Christ Baptizes

Tells Born Jesus
Zacharias Six Months

and Elizabeth Later In the Ministry around
about the Birth Wilderness Jordan River Jesus Christ
of Their Son, Crucified

John Beginning of John Is and

Birth of Public Ministry Imprisoned Resurrected
John John’s Execution
Expresses Doubt

About Jesus

FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST
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“Behold, | am going
to send My messen-
ger, and he will clear
the way before
Me....”

Malachi 3:1

2 FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST

As we look at the life and ministry of John the Baptist we will find the issues
of surrender and trust coming up over and over again. His father Zacharias,
and his mother Elizabeth had to deal with some of the surprising ways of
God pertaining to their perception of God’s plan for them. In learning the
ways of God, John and his parents also learned some new truths about sur-
render, truths that we also can learn. As you study this lesson, ask the Lord
to make you sensitive to the surrender He wants in your life. Being sensitive
to the idea of surrender will result in you discovering a new dimension of
knowing God and a new adventure in following Him.

7

Jorn THE Bapmist—"My MESSENGER

any prophets of the Old Testament spoke of the advent of the
I\ /I Messiah and the salvation He would bring. On the subject of

Christ’s redemptive plan, the apostle Peter had this to say:

“As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that
would come to you made careful search and inquiry, seeking to know
what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as
He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. It was
revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these
things which now have been announced to you through those who
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things
into which angels long to look.”—1 Peter 1:10-12

The Old Testament closes with the prophecies of Malachi where the prom-
ise is given of a messenger to come, a messenger who would announce this
long-awaited Messiah.

What do you discover about that messenger in Malachi 3:1°?

Who was this messenger according to Jesus’ words in Matthew 11:7-10?

When Malachi spoke of a messenger who would come, he described him as
“My messenger,” referring to the Lord’ messenger, who would come to “pre-

~ pare the way before Me.” When Jesus came He applied those words to John

the Baptist, calling him a prophet and “one who is more than a prophet.”

The first chapter of Luke provides an introduction to Zacharias and Elizabeth,
the parents of John the Baptist. In this account valuable truths can be gathered
from the walk of this couple. Through them we can learn much about the
ways of God in dealing with His people and what it means to follow Him
throughout life.



Read Luke 1:5-7. List the facts about Zacharias and Elizabeth. Note
any insights about how they followed God.

Zacharias and Elizabeth lived in the days of Herod (Herod the Great ruled
from 37 to 4 BC). Zacharias served as a priest of the division of Abijah. (See
sidenote concerning Abijah on this page.) His wife, Elizabeth, was a descen-
dant of Aaron the priest, and they both walked righteously in God’s sight,
observing “all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.” Their right-
eous walk, however, did not make them sinless. This verse simply means
that, as part of the nation of Israel, they followed all the regulations and par-
ticipated in all the offerings, feasts, and so forth. Something of great impor-
tance is noted in verse 7—they had no children because Elizabeth was bar-
ren. They were both very old and, understandably, expected no children, yet
they followed God with a whole heart.

Although Zacharias and Elizabeth were obedient in their service for the Lord,
they faced some struggles with their childless condition. In their culture and
time people considered children to be one of the blessings God gave to the obe-
dient—but they had no children and were not getting any younger.

£ Read Luke 1:8-17. Look carefully. What is the meaning of the angel’s
statement in verse 137

When would Zacharias have prayed for a son? Would it have been a recent
occurrence?

Beyond Zacharias’ prayers, what had God promised in Malachi 4:6? (This is
repeated in Luke 1:17.)

What was to be the ministry of this messenger (1:16-17)?

FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST
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We often must wait
on the wise timing of
God before we see
His answer to our
prayers.

o

Extra Mile

THE MESSAGE OF
JOHN THE BAPTIST

4 FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST

The angel Gabriel came both in answer to the prayers of Zacharias and in
fulfillment of the prophecies given in the Old Testament, specifically the
prophecy mentioned in Malachi 4:6. Certainly it had been a long while since
Zacharias had last prayed for a son. God had heard the earlier petitions of
Zacharias and Elizabeth for a child, but He waited for His timing to bring
His answer to them. God’s plans and ways go beyond our understanding or
our desires. The wait they endured was part of God’s eternal plan. God’s
plan would bring them joy, and many others would experience joy as well
(1:14). Zacharias and Elizabeth would experience the birth of the forerun-
ner of the Messiah! This forerunner would prepare the people for Christ’s
coming. What an awesome privilege!

John’s ministry was one of preparing hearts to be open and receptive to the
Messiah and His message. John certainly convinced many in Israel to turn
back to the Lord from whom they had strayed. He dealt with the wicked
and the rebellious, calling them to repent before a holy God and begin obey-
ing His Word. Those who listened intently to John’s message would also be
receptive to the message of the Messiah.

Read Luke 1:18-25. What was Zacharias’ response to the angel’s announce-
ment of the approaching arrival of his long-awaited son?

What was Elizabeth’s response (1:24-25)?

Zacharias responded with doubt, questions, and unbelief. He looked at his
circumstances (being an older man with a wife far beyond child-bearing age)
rather than at the Lord and His promises. Because of his blatant disbelief of
God’s promise, God (through the angel Gabriel) made Zacharias unable to
speak. Gabriel told Zacharias that this inability to speak would last through
the duration of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. In contrast, Elizabeth knew God had
“looked with favor upon” her—He had seen her and completely understood
her condition. He looked at all her circumstances and acted in grace and
mercy. He saw everything clearly and acted in line with His perfect under-
standing and perfect love for Zacharias and Elizabeth. By giving her a child
He had taken away her reproach in the sight of men (that is, among her
acquaintances, neighbors, friends and family members) as well as all who
would come after her and hear the story of how God favored her.

Read Luke 1:39-45. What did John do while yet in the womb?




Do you see any connection to Luke 1:15?

When Mary entered the room and greeted Elizabeth, the baby John leaped
in Elizabeth’s womb at the sound of Mary’s voice. Elizabeth said it was “for
joy” that the baby leaped. Verse 41 says Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit when she heard Mary’s voice. Elizabeth must have been elated to wit-
ness this event, for as Galatians 5:22 relates, “the fruit of the Spiritis . . . joy.”
Luke 1:15 says, “he [John] will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his
mother’s womb.” Tt is likely that the coming of Mary to Elizabeth provided
the setting for the fulfillment of that promise from the angel Gabriel. God’s
ways were very unique in the life of John as well as in the lives of Elizabeth,
Zacharias, and Mary.

Zacharias learned much in his nine months of silence. When the day came
for the parents to give their son a name, Zacharias acted in faith, having
come to believe what Gabriel spoke to Him. In Luke 1:57-80, God opened
Zacharias’ mouth after those long months of silence. Zacharias’ song of
praise reveals a heart taught of God through His Word, for in this song
Zacharias speaks of the ways of God in bringing salvation and redemption
and of His showing of mercy and forgiveness. The song is filled with praise
for the character and ways of God. The light in the darkness and peace that
are mentioned in this song were all part of what God would accomplish in
bringing redemption.

We have covered a lot of material today, yet this lesson has just
begun. As you study the life of John the Baptist, ask the Lord to
make you keenly aware of His ways with His messenger (John)
who was “more than a prophet.” In what you have seen thus far, can
you pinpoint some surprising ways in which God has worked in
your life? Talk to Him about these things.

hat does it mean to be “sent”? How do we cooperate with God’s
design of sending in “ministry,” whether on the job, in the neigh-
borhood, at home, or in the church? What does it take to follow
God wherever He sends us? Hopefully, we will discover the answers to
these questions as we look at the life of John the Baptist, “@ man, sent from

God” (John 1:6).

Luke 1:80 gives a summary of the early life of John; he continued to grow
and became “strong in spiriz.” At some point he began living in the “deserss,”
that is, the deserted wilderness region of Israel, until he appeared publicly.
Since John was about six months older than Jesus, and since Jesus was “abous
thirty” when He began His ministry (Luke 3:23), John was also approxi-
mately thirty years old when he came preaching in the wilderness of Judea
in the region around the Jordan River (Matthew 3:1; Luke 3:3).

FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST 5



“A voice is calling,
‘Clear the way for
the LORD in the
wilderness; make
smooth in the desert
a highway for our
God.””

Isaiah 40:3

6 FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST

Read John 1:6-8. Who sent John?

What was John’s primary task?

God sent John. God initiated the ministry of John, and John recognized that
fact. He knew that God raised him up to bear witness to the Light, Jesus
Christ, the Word of God, the Word made flesh. If we are to understand
God’s ways with John, it is vital at this point to see and understand that it is
God who sends a person to fulfill His ministry. He sends who He wants,
when He wants, where He wants, why He wants, how He wants, to do what
He wants.

What did John do to be “sent,” to gain the honor to have this ministry?
Read Luke 1:15-17, 41, 44.

The grace of God is evident in the life of John. John did nothing to merit
being “sent.” His position and ministry were unearned and undeserved. It
was only by God’s gracious and loving kindness that John was chosen for
this ministry of forerunner to Christ. The concept of God’s grace must cap-
ture our hearts if we are to walk with God in the way He desires. The apos-
tle Paul said his ambition was to be pleasing to Christ (2 Corinthians 5:9), yet
he knew that anything he did that was worthwhile for the kingdom or in
any way pleasing to God was always by the grace of God. In 1 Corinthians
15:10 Paul speaks of how much he labored as an apostle, “I labored even more
than all of them” (the other apostles), but then he quickly adds, “yez noz I, buz
the grace of God with me.”

Read John 1:19-28. What did John understand about himself (20-23)?

What was his attitude toward Jesus (1:27)?

John knew he was not the Christ (Messiah), nor Elijah, nor “the Prophet.”
He was simply a voice “calling,” as Isaiah alluded to in Isaiah 40:3. John’s job
was to “clear the way for LORD in the Wilderness,” a phrase that referred to the
practice of servants going before a king as he prepared to enter a city. They
repaired and leveled the roads and arranged for all the people to greet the



king, so that the king would have easy access to the country or city to which
he was traveling and an honorable welcome once he arrived. This was John’s
task in preparation for the coming of the Messiah. John honored Jesus as that
Messiah. His attitude toward Jesus was that of a servant to a master, though
John did not even feel worthy to do one of the most menial chores, that of
unloosing the thong of the Master’s sandal so that he might wash the dust
from the feet of his travel-weary Lord. John truly walked into his public
ministry with an attitude of humility and awe at God’s ways in bringing His

Messiah.

Read John 1:29-36. What did John understand about Jesus (1:29-30)?

In his time in the wilderness, what did God teach John about the Messiah
(1:32-34)?

John understood that this Messiah was the sacrificial “Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world.” It had been revealed to John that Jesus actually
existed before him, although John was born several months before Christ
came to earth—clear evidence of Christ’s deity. John further declared that
Jesus was indeed “the Son of God.” In all likelihood the Father taught John
these things in his wilderness schooling. We know that the Father spoke
specifically about how to recognize this Messiah when He came, for John
would “see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him” (1:33).

What kind of attitude did John the Baptist have toward following God?
What heart-felt attitudes and actions do we see in John toward the Messiah
as he announced His ministry (Luke 3:16)?

What do you see in John when Jesus came to be baptized (Matthew 3:13—15)?

FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST 7
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What did John reveal later as Jesus” ministry progressed (John 3:28-30)?
How did John see himself, and how did he see Christ?

As John announced the imminent arrival of the Messiah, he made it clear
that he considered himself unworthy even to untie His sandal, bringing
great honor to Christ. In Matthew 3, John exhibits a clear attitude of sub-
mission toward Jesus and to His ways as He comes to be baptized by John.
There is a definite humility in John’s attitude. He knew he had been sent,
but he also knew that he was not his own boss. God directed, and he simply
followed. He was the “friend of the Bridegroom,” who brings together the
Bride and the Bridegroom. He cooperated with the Father in His designs
for His Son and rejoiced to do so. With joy John decreased so that Jesus
might increase all the more (John 3:30)!

Think about John’s attitude of humility. Consider your attitude.
Are you walking with a bit of pride or even living the motto, “I
must increase some, too”? Or do the qualities of submission and
humility mark your life?

ohn the Baptist followed God with a whole heart. As a result many peo-

ple listened and gladly heeded John’s message. Many regarded him as a

prophet of God (see Matthew 3:5-6, Mark 11:30-32, Matthew 21:26, 32
and John 1:35-37), but there were some who did not understand John, nor
the ministry God gave him, nor how he fit into God’s design. Think
through today’s questions and Scriptures carefully. As you meditate upon
these questions and verses, think of those who don’t understand you when
you follow the Lord.

John’s clothing (compare 2 Kings 1:8), diet, and where he lived were very
out of the ordinary. What do you discover in Mark 1:6 and Luke 1:15?




What do you discover in Luke 1:80; 3:2°?

Read Luke 7:31-33 (note v. 33) How did many of the people view John?

John had a unique lifestyle with a unique diet. He ate locusts and wild
honey, and he refused to eat bread or drink wine. His clothing, a garment
woven from camel’s hair and girded with a leather belt, also made him look
unusual, although this may have been the apparel of a prophet, similar to
Elijah’s clothing (2 Kings 1:8). He also lived away from people in the wilder-
ness region where God had led him and taught him. Many people thought
he was so strange that they said he must be demon possessed. They accused
him of wickedness because of what he did not eat. These accusers did not
understand the ways of God in John’s life.

What was the attitude of the religious leaders toward John (see Matthew
21:23-32)? What insights can you glean from Matthew 3:7-10 and Luke
7:29-30?

The religious leaders also did not understand, neither did they accept John
or the message he brought. He did not fit into their religious mold. Matthew
clearly states that the Pharisees and Sadducees heard the messages and the
warnings of judgment to all who would not repent of their wickedness, their
viper-like nature (Matthew 3:7; Luke 3:7). They would not turn to God to
follow Him in all He said. Luke 7 reveals that the Pharisees and lawyers
“rejected God's purpose [God’s righteous will and desire] for themselves.” They
refused to be baptized by John and rejected the message God had given
John. Their disdain for John’s message was also a rejection of Jesus as their

Messiah and Lord.

Read Luke 3:3-20. What was John’s message? How did the political
leaders respond to John and his message? Did they understand or accept
him?

her daughter, Salome,

FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST
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Did You Know?
JOHN IN PRISON

According to the Jewish historian, Jo-
sephus, John was imprisoned in Herod’s
palace-fortress in Machaerus in the arid
wilderness of Perea about 5 miles east of
the Dead Sea and |5 miles south of its
northern tip. Archaeological findings identi-
fy this prison with one of two dark, under-
ground dungeons that are very deep and
hot. These two archaeclogical sites have
been proven to have served as prisons as
evidenced by iron staples found in the walls
to which prisoners were chained. John was
imprisoned around a year and was allowed
to receive visits from his disciples. It was
there that he was beheaded by order of
Herod Antipas probably around fanuary of
AD 29.

o
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The best question to
ask in times of trou-
ble is not “Why,
Lord?” but “What
next, Lord?—What is
the next step for me
to take?”

10 FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST

John faithfully proclaimed a message of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. Baptism was the outward symbol of a change of heart toward sin and
toward God. John warned of a false, “just-for-show” kind of “repentance.”
God wanted a genuine change with genuine fruit, and He gave people spe-
cific applications of what a righteous walk entailed.

Among those in political power, few responded positively to John’s message.
When John reproved Herod the Tetrarch for his adultery and other wicked
things he had done, Herod locked John in prison. Mark 6:20 reveals that
Herod knew he was wrong, and he knew John was “a righteous and holy
man.” At his birthday banquet he entertained several “lords and military com-
manders and the leading men of Galilee.” None of them followed God or lis-
tened to John’s message. None of them objected to Herodias™ request for

John to be beheaded.

Many times others will not understand what we say or do, or why we
choose to follow God. We must remain faithful to God and His
Word. Ask yourself: “Am I faithfully listening to God through His
Word? Am I faithfully speaking His word as He gives me opportu-
nities? Am I following God in what He wants, even if others do not
understand God’s message or how I fit into His plans?” Prayerfully
consider these questions.

O ften God’s ways are far beyond our limited understanding. That we

do not understand what God is doing does not mean He is not at
work. Today we will explore how John faced that very truth and see
ways in which we can apply God’s Word and God’s ways in our lives.

Remember that John went to prison. He was rejected by the religious and
political elite and imprisoned because he proclaimed the righteous standard
of God and confronted the sin, the hypocrisy, and the unrighteousness that
he saw. During his incarceration John the Baptist faced a struggle. Matthew
11:2-3 tells us that John began to question whether or not Jesus was truly the
Messiah, “the Expected One,” “the Coming One,” the One whom he had said
would come after him. This doubt that John experienced almost seems inex-
plicable when you consider all the amazing things about the Messiah that
John had witnessed in his lifetime.

Think about all that had happened in John’s life, all he had seen and heard.

Look over your notes and the Scriptures we have studied. Write out all the
things that John had seen or heard that pointed to Jesus as the Messiah.




Let’s review the main events in John’s life that pointed to his being the fore-
runner of the Messiah, and to his acknowledgment that Jesus was indeed
this prophesied Messiah.

1) John’s birth was miraculous in the following areas:
@ in its announcement
in the age of his parents
in the prophecies about his life and ministry
in the silence of Zacharias
in the joy and filling of the Holy Spirit that Elizabeth experienced
in the return of Zacharias’ voice and his prophecy concerning John
in the amazement of all those who heard and saw these things

2) John’s upbringing and growth into manhood—his diet, his clothes, his
life in the wilderness—were unique to God’s call on his life.

3) The Word of God came to John in the wilderness. God revealed Himself
and His plan for John as the forerunner of the Messiah, the Coming One.
God taught John the meaning of the prophecies of Isaiah (40:3-5) and
Malachi (3:1; 4:5-6).

4) God “sent” John into this ministry, and John knew it. He knew God had

brought him forth at exactly the right time to announce the coming of the
Messiah.

5) John knew that the Messiah was “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world” (John 1:29), Who had a much higher rank than he could ever
attain, and Who existed before him (though physically John was born six
months earlier). :

6) John did not consider himself worthy to stoop down and untie the thong
of Jesus’ sandal.

7) John knew that Jesus would baptize people in the Holy Spirit and fire—
not in water.

8) God told John what to look for when he baptized the Messiah.

9) John was there when the heavens opened and the Spirit of God descend-
ed as a dove and came upon Jesus and the Father’s voice declared, “This is
My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17; Luke
3:21-22; John 1:32-34).

10) John hailed Jesus as “zhe Son of God” (John 1:34).
11) He saw himself as the “friend of the bridegroom,” and the fact that all
were coming to Jesus was a fulfillment of John’s purpose and ministry (John

3:22-30).

12) John consistently maintained an attitude of humility toward the Lord
Jesus—"He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).

FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST
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“Are You the
Expected One, or
shall we look for
someone else?”’
Matthew [ 1:3
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Then, from prison John sent two of his disciples to ask, “Are you the Expected
One . . . the Coming One,’ or shall we look for someone else?” (Matthew 11:3). In
the Greek New Testament the word for “someone else” literally means “a dif-
ferent one” (heteros—another of a different kind, not the same, or of a dif-
ferent quality). John asked if someone would come who would be different,
act differently, do things differently—unlike the way Jesus conducted
Himself at present.

Think about your life. What has God done in your past? How are
things right now? Do you doubt Him? If things are somehow
mixed up, going the wrong way, not the way you expected, then are
you looking for a “different” Messiah to match your expectations?
Let’s see how Jesus responded to John’s questions.

Read Luke 7:18-22. What did Jesus do and say to assure John that
everything was as it was supposed to be—that He was in line with the
prophecies given in the Scriptures?

Jesus showed Himself to be the healer and deliverer and preacher of the
good news of salvation. He then sent the disciples of John back with a report
that included word of the fulfillment of prophecies made about the Messiah.

Read Luke 7:23. What do you see in this verse? What does Jesus say to
John? What is He saying to us?

Jesus made it very clear that it is not inevitable, but possible to stumble over
the way He does things, over Who He is and how He acts. John was in the
process of stumbling, perhaps over his being in prison, or over Jesus not ful-
filling his expectations about His kingdom. Many expected the Messiah to
establish His kingdom then and there, but Jesus was not ready to do that.
There was still much to be done and much to be taught before all could be
fulfilled. Jesus’ invitation and call to John was a call to trust Him and His
ways and His timing. Everything was on schedule, and He wanted John to
trust Him. It would be a choice. To keep “from stumbling” would take a
walk of faith in the Word of God and in the character and power of God
that stood behind that Word.

Jesus said any man or woman who would trust Him and His ways and not
stumble over Him would be “blessed.” The Greek word for “blessed” is
makarios, which means to be fully satisfied in the depths of one’s heart and
life. The possibility and the promise hold true for us as well. We can stum-
ble or we can trust and be blessed. Trusting is believing what we cannot see
based on what we can see through the reading of God’s Word (Hebrews
11:1). We do not understand all His ways, but we can trust Him because of

Who He is.



We know from Mark 6:27 that John was beheaded by order of Herod.
Matthew 14:13 informs us that John’s disciples reported this to Jesus at
which time Jesus withdrew to a lonely place “by Himself.” Even there the
people followed Him, and He ministered to them out of His great compas-
sion for them. Jesus never stopped caring for John or for the people who
came to Him. But this is not the end of the story. . . .

Read Acts 13:25, and note what the first part of the verse says about
John. What insights do you receive from the statement, “while John was
completing his course”?

What does Paul say about his own course in Acts 20:24?

The Lord had a “course” (Greek: dromos—a race course) set for John to run.
This idea of “the course” is further explained in Acts 20:24, speaking of the
course the Lord had designated for Paul to run, and in 2 Timothy 4:7, Paul
speaks of completing this course. So, for John there was a course set, and he
ran and completed it. John may not have known the end of the race would
come for him so soon, but it did nevertheless. Just months before the end of
John’s course, Jesus had called on him to be careful not to be offended or
frustrated over the way He did things. Though discouraged by the ways of
Jesus toward the end of his race, John completed the work the Lord had
given him to do, and he now is enjoying eternal rewards from his faithful
and loving Lord.

hen we look back over the life and ministry of John the Baptist,
itis evident that the ways of God were a surprise to many—to his
parents, to the people around him, and to John himself. Perhaps
you are facing some surprises about the ways of God in your life or in the
life of someone close to you. What is the Lord saying to you about His ways
in your life? Spend some time in prayer. Talk to Him about these things.
And remember, “Blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me” (Luke 7:23).

We are all running in a race. The author of Hebrews picks up on this idea
to encourage his readers in their race.

DAY FIVE

FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST
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Put Yourself In Their Shoes

FINISHING THE
COURSE

Paul said, “! do not consider my life of any
account as dear to myself, in order that |
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may finish my course, and the ministr

<

heart cry as he completed his course
.

and the ministry he received
Lord. How are you running the course

that God has given to you!
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Look at Hebrews 12:1-2a written below and circle every word that
begins with the letter “e.”

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entan-
gles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fix-
ing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith. . . .

66,99
€

Now identify the four main ideas that come from these words.

l.e

. €

2
3.e
4

The first thing we must do in running the race is remove or “la

y
aside” any encumbrance. What are some encumbrances—some
weights—that are slowing your pace in the race?

Is there a sin that is entangling you, tripping up your steps?

Looking at Hebrews 12:2-3, are you weary in your course, the path God
has set for you? Are you in need of endurance? Are you growing weary
and losing heart?

How well are you “fixing” your eyes on Jesus (12:2-3)? Are you focused on
His love for you and on the strength that is available to you?

Consider these truths. The word translated “lose heart” (ekluomai) carries the
idea of becoming weary, giving up and giving in. A synonym also translat-
ed “lose heart” is the word egkakeo or ekkakeo. It literally means giving in
to evil—whether to our flesh, to the world’s ways, or to enemy thought
darts (Galatians 5:16—18; 1 John 2:15-17; Ephesians 6:16). In the context of
Scripture, then, we can see the ideas of being weary and of giving in to evil.
Many times it seems easier to give up instead of pressing forward.



After reading the following passages of Scripture, think of some ways
we can lose heart. Write any applications the Lord brings to mind.

Read Galatians 6:7-10 (note verse 9).

We must be aware that we are always sowing and preparing for reaping.
Sowing to the flesh brings corruption, the natural product of our “flesh.” It
is always easier to give in to the “flesh” and opt for comfort and ease than it
is to take up our cross and die to ourselves (Romans 6). However, if we will
look to the Lord and heed His Word, we can walk in faith and do what is
right, expecting a good harvest of righteousness in the future. Don’t lose
heart in doing good.

Read Luke 18:1-8. Explain the significance of the phrase “lose heart” (note
verse 1). What does this passage say about prayer?

The Lord wanted His disciples to know the reality of answered prayer—
that their heavenly Father is a just and righteous God who hears the prayers
of His children. He wants His children to trust Him and to do so even when
our questions seem unanswered or the answers to our questions are long in
coming. He also wants us to trust Him even when it seems like the unjust
are winning the day. John certainly faced thoughts such as these, even to the
point of questioning Jesus as to His Messiahship. Amazing! The Lord wants
us to learn to endure the race, and part of that endurance comes through
trusting Him in continual prayer.

Read 2 Corinthians 4:16—18 (4:16—“lose heart”), and note what the Lord
says through Paul. What personal applications do you see?

As we are housed in this earthly tent (2 Corinthians 5:1-10), we deal with a
decaying outer covering (the outer, fleshly man) that is easily wearied, often
tempted, and one that is unwilling to continue running the race. At the same
time we are being renewed in the inner man by the power of the Holy Spirit.
God is increasing our weight of glory, that which truly lasts and is truly beau-
tiful. The key for us is to keep looking at the things that are not seen. A great
example of this type of faith is evident in Moses, who turned away from Egypt
and all its treasures because he saw “Him who is unseen” (Hebrews 11:24-27).

FOLLOWING GOD — JOHN THE BAPTIST
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When the surprises
of God come and
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stumble over the
Lord, remember that
you are a candidate
for the blessing of
God.
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Think of John the Baptist and some of the surprising ways of God
in his life. Has the Lord surprised you with some of His ways? We
can stumble over God’s timing in our lives. Are you close to stum-
bling over Him? How do you feel about His timing right now in
your life? Read the statement below, and check any box next to a
topic that applies to you.

“I thought that by now God would have. . ..

O provided for a major material need I have.

O allowed me to be married.

O solved my problems at school.

O given me clear direction about my career.

O finally answered that prayer I've been praying for so long.

O helped me straighten out my financial problems.

O done something about that particularly difficult person in my life.

O

(Fill in your own unique problem and how you feel God should have
responded to it.)

Are you coming close to stumbling over Him and His ways in the place He
has you now? Consider the topics below, and check any that apply to you.

O My job or place of work O My church

O The city where I live O My ministry area

O The state where I live O The country where I live
O Other

Talk to the Lord about these areas. Don’t stumble over Him. Trust Him.
Remember, right now you are a candidate for His blessing—inner satisfac-
tion that only He can give. Keep running the race God has marked out for
you and keep looking to Him, following God—God’s way.

Lﬂ]’d, I know Your ways are higher than my ways and Your
thoughts are higher than my thoughts (Isaiah 55:9). I know I can trust
You and Your ways in my life because of the great love You have
clearly shown (John 15:13). Forgive me for the times I have doubted
You, the times I whine, complain, and grumble instead of trusting
and resting in Your loving and sovereign hands. Help me remember
that anything that passes through Your hands has first come through
Your wise and loving heart. Thank You for Your care, Your concern,
Your infinitely wise plans for me and for all Your children. Thank
You that You are working all things together for good to those who
love You and who are called according to Your purpose, that won-
derful purpose of conforming us into Your image (Romans 8:28, 29).
Thank You that, as we run the race, You are ever seeking to encour-
age and strengthen and to bring us to share more fully in Your holi-
ness. Thank You that we will see You in Your glory at the finish line,
and we will rejoice in You and Your ways for all eternity. In Jesus’
Name. Amen.

In light of all you have seen of the ways of God in the life and ministry of
John the Baptist, record your prayer in the space provided on the next page.
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lesson

TOO MUCH CONFIDENCE IN SELF

eter was a man of great heart and the recognized leader of the

Lord’s disciples. He was the “Rock” (Matthew 16:18), the man
€ who could be counted on to lead the disciples and the early
Church. A successful entreprencur with a thriving fishing business, Peter was
a natural leader who was willing to take risks. He was bold, impulsive, and
willing to stick his neck out to keep walking with God. This zealous side of
his character served him well but also frequently got him into trouble. At the
core of many of his mistakes was that he placed too much confidence in self.
He was “committed” to the Lord, but his actions were more often character-
ized by trying to “do something for God” instead of abiding and allowing
God to do His works through Peter. It seems that before the resurrection
Peter was committed to the Lord, but he did not yet fully understand what it
meant to be surrendered. The word “commitment” doesn’t appear much in
Scripture, but when it does it is almost always negative. [t means “to pledge or
promise to do something.” Surrender, on the other hand, means “to give over,
or to yield.” It puts the focus not on what we are able to do for God, but on
our need for God to do what only He can do. This week we want to learn
from Peter’s life the dangers of placing too much confidence in self and of
walking by commitment instead of walking by surrender.

A CHRONOLOGY OF PETER’S MINISTRY

? 28 29 30 44 49 63 66 68
Called as Second Peter
a Disciple Jerusalem Written
Worked as Jesus’ Council
a Fisherman Crucifixion
and First Peter Martyred
Peter Is Brought Resurrection Written Crucified
To Jesus by Confesses Upside Down
His Brother That Jesus Miraculously According to
Is Christ Rescued from Jail Tradition
Sermon at
Pentecost
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eter was a man capable of great things. When Jesus walked on water, it

was Peter who stepped on the waves to join Him. When Jesus asked,

“Who do you say that I am?” Peter gave his great confession, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Yet this same Peter was capable of great
failures as well. Before God could do the work He desired through Peter, He
first had to do a work in him. Peter had great zeal, but he placed too much
trust in what he could do for God. He had to learn the hard way that God
didn’t need his help. God only desired his surrender so that He could do
through Peter what Peter could never do on his own. “When the going gets
tough, the tough get going!” seemed to be Peter’s motto of life. But that “pull
yourself up by your bootstraps” mentality doesn’t work in the Christian life.
Ours is not a life of independence and self-dependence, but of a growing
dependence on our Lord. As John the Baptist put it, “He must increase, and I
must decrease.” Today we want to begin looking at Peter’s greatest failure—his
denial of our Lord—and how it happened. The first thing we want to see is
that Peter thought he could handle persecution better than he did. Hopefully
we can learn from his mistakes and avoid them for ourselves.

=

—

Look at Luke 22:33. What exactly is Peter’s boast?

Peter says he is willing both to go to prison and to lay down his life for Jesus.
What Peter is saying is that no matter how hard the road gets, he will still
follow Jesus. His heart is sincere, but he overestimates himself and what he
will do when the pressure is on. How easily the words come, but the actions
are harder in the face of reality!

Now read Luke 22:7-32 to identify the context of Peter’s boasting and
what precipitated it.

When did this conversation between Jesus and Peter occur (vv. 7, 14)?

What did Jesus reveal about one of the disciples (vv. 21-22)?

What discussion did this initiate (v. 23)?




What seems to be the point of their discussion concerning who would betray

Jesus (v. 24)?

What light does the context shed on Peter’s boast?

The setting of Peter’s boasting is at the Last Supper. Notice that the discus-
sion really began when Jesus revealed that one of the twelve would betray
Him. Verse 23 by itself suggests that each asked himself, “Is it I who will
betray the Lord?” Strangely, verse 24 suggests the opposite. It seems that
they were arguing over who was the greatest and who would be the most
faithful. They were essentially saying, “Maybe you will betray, but not me.”
It is in this context that Peter makes his boasts.

Look at James 4:13-16, and identify what James has to say there about
boasting.

The hypothetical situation James offers is someone who boasts of their busi-
ness plans assuming that they are able to fulfill them on their own. His
admonition is that none of us knows for sure what tomorrow will hold, so
we should recognize that all our plans are dependent on the will of the Lord.
Anything else is merely presumption. James makes it clear that such boast-
ing is both arrogant and evil.

What does Jesus have to say about the validity of Peter’s boast (Luke 22:34)?

Though Peter had confidence that he could be trusted to be faithful no mat-
ter the cost, Jesus knew better. In Luke 22:34, Jesus tells Peter that before the
cock crows (i.e., before the sun rises that day), he will have denied three times
that he even knows Christ. Jesus knows better than we do what our weak-
nesses and limitations are. Jesus had already warned Peter that Satan had
requested permission to “sift” him like wheat (Luke 22:31). Notice Jesus did
not pray that Peter would be able to avoid this sifting, but that his faith would
not fail (22:32). When Peter stumbled, he was the only one who was surprised.

One of the things that gets in the way of our walk with God is our tendency
to place too much confidence in ourselves. In Philippians 3:3 Paul says that
the true believers are those who glory (boast) in Christ Jesus and “put no con-
Jidence in the flesh.” One factor in Peter’s failure was that while he may have
been glorying in Christ, it would not be accurate to say that he “put no confi-
dence in the flesh.”

FOLLOWING GOD — PETER
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In reference to the fervency of Jesus’

prayer in Gethsemane, Luke 22:44 says
that His sweat “became like drops of
blood, falling down upon the ground” The
sk word used here for blood is

like drops of blood from a wounded

man. The text says His sweat was “fike”
£
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wise man once said, “You will only pray as much as you see your

need to pray.” If Peter’s practice in Gethsemane is any indication,

Peter didn’t realize how much he needed to pray. Jesus knew what
lay ahead for Him and for His followers. As a result, He prayed “very fer-
vently.” In fact, the intensity of His praying was such that “His sweat became
like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground” (Luke 22:44). Jesus tried to
impress upon His disciples the need for them to pray as well, but they did
not share His passion. Today we want to continue looking at Peter’s great-
est failure and how it happened. Our focus is that, because Peter had too
much confidence in himself and what he thought he could do for God, he
prayed too little.

Read Luke 22:39-46.

Where were Jesus and the disciples (v. 39)?

Why were they there (vv. 40—41)?

After taking the Passover meal with the disciples, Jesus led them to the gar-
den of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives. We know from verse 39 that this
was where Jesus liked to go for prayer, for the text reads, “. . . as was His cus-
tom.” The example of the Lord Jesus was not one of prayer in crisis only, but
of prayer as a way of life. Though the impending circumstances made the
prayer more fervent, praying about everything was customary with Christ.
Unfortunately, Peter had not yet discovered this dependence upon prayer.

From Luke 22:40, what exactly was Jesus’ instruction to the disciples?

Jesus instructs the disciples to “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”
The wording does not carry the idea of praying to avoid tempting circum-
stances, but of praying for the strength to avoid falling in the midst of temp-
tation. It is not God’s will that we never have to deal with temptation. In the
parallel account of John 17, Jesus is seen praying in Gethsemane in verse 15:
“I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil

2

one.

Looking in Luke 22:45-46, make note of how well the disciples followed
Jesus’ instructions.




Verses 45-46 reveal that the disciples were sleeping when they should have
been praying. It is unclear what the phrase “sleeping from sorrow” means.
The New International Version translates Luke 22:45, “When he rose from
prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sor-
row.” Whatever the reason it is clear from Jesus’ words of rebuke that they
should have been praying instead of sleeping.

The Gospel of Mark also records this incident in the garden. Read Mark
14:32-42 and answer the questions that follow.

What did Jesus ask Peter, James and John to do (v. 34)?

What were they doing when He came to check on them (v. 37)?

What warning did Jesus give to them (v. 38)?

How many times did Jesus find them sleeping instead of praying (v. 41)?

In the parallel account of Mark’s Gospel (Mark 14:32-42) we see that, when
they got to the garden, Jesus took Peter, James, and John in with him to pray.
He said, “My soul is deeply grieved io the point of death; remain here and keep
watch.” An hour later Jesus returned and found them asleep. Jesus roused
them and said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for
one hour?” He warned Peter that “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Two more times Jesus would go back to pray, and each time He would return
only to find His men sleeping again. Peter and the others were obviously
tired; however, fatigue was no excuse for falling asleep at such a crucial time.
If we only understood the importance of prayer, we would give up sleep
before we would give up prayer. Jesus did.

What did Peter miss out on because he did not watch in prayer? What dif-
terence would it have made? We move to conjecture at this point, but, clear-
ly, Peter would have been better prepared to face the temptation to deny
Jesus had he spent more time praying and less time sleeping. Martin Luther
is quoted as saying, “Busy, busy, busy . . . Work, work, work . . . I have so
much to do today, I must spend the first three hours in prayer.” The more
we have ahead of us, the more we desperately need to pray. How else can we
know God’s perspective? How else can we make the wisest use of our time
and resources?

FOLLOWING GOD — PETER
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could get out your calendar and say, “Lord, I'm going to be real busy

on Wednesday, so why don’t we have my next trial on Thursday
afternoon?” Then you could make sure to have your quiet time, and you
could pray and prepare so that when the trial arrived you would be ready to
meet it. But unfortunately life doesn’t work that way. Trials are the “pop
quizzes” of life—we don’t know in advance when they will come. Because
they catch us by surprise, they reveal not so much the kind of person we want
to be, but the kind of person we really are. Peter had an advantage most of us
don’t have. Jesus told him the trial was coming. He warned that Satan was
about to sift him like wheat. He instructed Peter to pray so that he would not
succumb to temptation, yet when the trial arrived, Peter failed miserably. He
reacted out of his flesh to the situation instead of responding to the invitation
of Jesus. As we will see in today’s study, when the men came to arrest Jesus,
Peter thought he knew what needed to be done. But he was dead wrong!
Because he placed too much confidence in himself, he didn’t take time to lis-
ten to Jesus, and with right motives he did the wrong thing. We need to be
students of Peter’s mistakes, or else we will make the same mistakes ourselves.

Don’t you wish you could plan your trials? Wouldn’t it be great if you

Read through Luke 22:47-53 and write down the main details of Jesus’

arrest.

Look closely at Luke 22:49-51.
What is the question the disciples ask (v. 49)?

What is Jesus’ answer? .

What happens between their question and Jesus’ answer (v. 50)?

While Jesus rebuked His men for sleeping, an approaching crowd appeared—
led by Judas, who intended to betray Him with a kiss. One of those with Jesus
asked, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” It was the right question to ask,
but unfortunately one person did not wait for Jesus to answer. Before Jesus



could respond, one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear.
We know from John’s Gospel that it was Peter who did this (John 18:10). Jesus
rebuked Peter by saying, “Szop! No more of this.” It is obvious that the Lord did
not want His men trying to defend Him.

Read the parallel account of this incident found in Matthew 26:51-53.

What reminders does Jesus give to Peter (v. 53)?

What do these reminders reveal about Peter’s focus?

Jesus reminds Peter that at any time He can appeal to His heavenly Father
and have at His disposal “. . . more than twelve legions of angels.” Jesus’ point
seems to be, “Peter, stop trying to help God.” If we focus on our circum-
stances instead of God, we will lose sight of His greatness.

Someone asked the right question. As mentioned earlier, one of the disciples
responded to the crisis by looking to God for instructions instead of to him-
self for ideas. Unfortunately, that was not Peter’s response. Not only did he
fail to look to Jesus by asking what he should do, but he also failed to wait
for the Lord’s response when someone else asked. Instead, he cut off the ear
of the slave of the high priest. Now, think about that for a moment. What
benefit could be accomplished from hacking off a slave’s ear? Absolutely
none! All Peter did was make a mess that the Lord had to clean up. Jesus
had to turn around and heal the slave’s ear. Peter’s problem lay in the fact
that he acted way too fast. He reacted to the situation instead of responding
to Jesus.

Look at James 1:20, and record what you learn there about the outcome
of reacting in anger.

James 1:20 warns us, “ . . the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of
God.” If we act on human impulse instead of hearing from God, we will end
up doing the wrong thing. Our greatest need in crisis is to hear from God
and then to do what He instructs. Anything else will not only fail to help,
but will make a mess for the Lord to clean up. Failure results when we act
before taking time to hear from God.
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HE FOLLOWED AT A DISTANCE

€€ The fear of man brings a snare,” we are told in Proverbs 29:25.

Peter boasted of great courage, but in truth, he was afraid of

what men could do to him. He told Jesus that he was ready to
go to prison or to die, but he was far from ready. Once Jesus was arrested,
we find that Peter wanted to go with Him, but out of fear he followed at a
safe distance. Isn’t that the same struggle we have in our faith? We want to
follow Jesus, but it isn’t comfortable to stand out from the crowd and follow
Him closely, so we follow at a distance. Jesus” words to Peter still had not
“sunk in”—that (if necessary) He could ask and the Father would send at
once twelve legions of angels. The only person the Scriptures ever tell us to
fear is God. Peter needed to learn that the safest place he would ever find
was with Jesus in the center of God’s will.

Read through Luke 22:54-62.

Where was Jesus going?

How did Peter follow the Lord?

Jesus was now under arrest, and was in the process of being taken away to
the house of the high priest for questioning. We know from other Gospel
accounts that Caiaphas was the high priest. This hearing was to determine
His religious guilt, and would be followed by the “official” trial before
Pilate. Peter followed along, but at a “safe” distance. The implication is that
Peter took great pains so as not to be noticed.

Why do you think Peter followed at a distance?

What does this suggest about his view of God?

It would seem that Peter followed at this distance out of fear. He wanted to
be with Jesus, but he had lost confidence in Jesus’ ability to handle the situ-
ation. Peter had lost sight of the power of God as he had witnessed this
demonstration of the power of man. The irony is that the men who arrest-
ed Jesus understood Christ’'s power. When they said they were seeking Jesus,
He said “I Am He,” and they fell to the ground (John 18:6). Yet Peter feared
these men, not realizing that his life was in the hands of God.



What was the nature of Peter’s failure?

How does Peter’s failure compare with Jesus’ prophecy of 22:31-34?

We read that Peter denied Christ three times before the cock crowed, just as
Jesus said he would. He denied Jesus to two men and a servant girl. For all
of his boasting, in the end his actions did not match his expectations. The
contrast here is striking, for John also followed Christ after His arrest. It is
worth noting that though Peter followed Jesus at a distance, John apparent-
ly did not keep such a distance. Yet John was kept safe. The bitter words of
denial did not have to be uttered by Peter. John 18:15-16 indicates that John
entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest and then later asked the
doorkeeper to allow Peter to enter the court.

The further we go away from Jesus, the easier it is to get into trouble. As
John beautifully illustrates, it is safer on the frontlines of the battle with
Jesus than cowering on the fringe, separated from Him. We must follow
closely if we are to experience God’s power and provision.

e have seen some of the reasons why Peter, the faithful disciple of

our Lord and leader of the other disciples, failed in the hour of

crisis. Peter thought that if the day ever came, he would be able
to handle it. However, when push came to shove, he denied our Lord. With
curses and swearing he vowed, “I do not know the man!” (Matthew 26:74). He
had placed too much confidence in self. To trust in self is the opposite of
faith, the opposite of confidence in God. Because he thought too highly of
his own faith, Peter made great boasts, but could not follow through on
them. Because of his confidence in self, he didn’t realize how much he need-
ed to pray and was found sleeping when he should have been watching.
Because he trusted himself, he didn’t wait to hear from Jesus at the crisis of
arrest, but took matters into his own hands. He reacted to the situation
instead of responding to Jesus. Finally, not only did Peter boast too much,
pray too little, and act too fast, but lastly, he followed too far away. He feared
what man could do to him more than he feared God. In fairness to Peter, at
least he was there. He and John were the only disciples with the Lord dur-
ing His night of mock trials. Yet looking closely at the mistakes Peter made,
we can better understand his failure in denying our Lord.

DAY FIVE
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“But sanctify Christ
as Lord in your
hearts, always being
ready to make a
defense to everyone
who asks you to give
an account for the
hope that is in you,
yet with gentleness
and reverence.”
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One of the things that set Peter up for failure was that he had too much
confidence in himself. Because of this, he boasted of things on which
he could not follow through. Can you think of a time in your life when
you boasted of what you would or wouldn’t do, only to fail later on?

What did you learn from this experience?

We can see in Peter that one of the ways he exhibited too much con-
fidence in self was that he failed to recognize how much he needed
to pray. Looking at your own prayer life, what does it say to you
about how aware you are of your need for God day by day?

Is there something you need to bring to God in prayer that you haven’t yet
addressed with God?

What are some areas where you struggle with running ahead of God?

First Peter 3:15 instructs the believer to always be “ready to make a defense ro
everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you.” Yet some-
times we struggle with taking a stand for the Lord. Look at the list below,
and identify the areas where you find it hard to take a stand.

_ Work _ School ___ Social Gatherings
___Neighborhood ____Friends ____ Relatives

__ Strangers _ Civic Clubs ___ Sport Activities
___ Other

The solution is not simply to pull yourself up by your bootstraps and vow
that next time you will take a stand. That would be just like Peter’s futile
boasts. Instead, we should pray honestly about our fears and focus on devel-
oping a growing relationship of trust in the Lord. The more secure we are
in Him, the less we will fear what others may think about us or do to us.

In this week’s lesson we begin to see why Peter failed as he did. He boasted too
much, he prayed too little, he acted too fast, and he followed too far away. The
good news, though, is that he learned from his mistakes. In the next lesson, we



will look more closely at how the Lord brought Peter back to walk with Him,
but we want to close this lesson with the encouragement that Peter didn’t con-
tinue to make the same mistakes. In Acts 1:4, the Lord Jesus instructs Peter and
the rest of the disciples to “wait” for what the Father had promised. This time
Peter did not act too fast. In fact, he didn’t pray too little either, for he spent the
next ten days in prayer (Acts 1:12—14). The church was born on the tenth day.
As God began to move through the apostles in a powerful way, Peter no longer
followed at a distance. Acts 4:13-21 shows no evidence that Peter was still
afraid of men, as he was during the time of Jesus’ arrest. Instead he confident-
ly challenged the elders and chief priests and refused to stop speaking in the
name of Jesus. As he returned to the disciples after his arrest, Peter exhibited
growth in the fact that he no longer boasted too much, but instead, walked in
dependence on the Lord (Acts 4:23-31). In Acts 4:29, we read the prayer of
Peter and the other early Church leaders, asking God to grant them bold-
ness—evidence of yielded hearts.

We shouldn’t be too judgmental towards Peter for all his early mistakes, for
we make so many of the same mistakes ourselves. James wrote, “for we all
stumble in many ways” (James 3:2). None of us has arrived. What a blessing
it is to think that while I am down here making mistakes, Jesus is in heav-
en, praying for me that my faith will not fail. Out of my failure, perhaps
Jesus will say as well, “once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers”
(Luke 22:32). God knew Peter’s mistakes before he made them, and God
grew him through those mistakes and made a different man out of him.
Isn’t it wonderful to know that He can do the same work in us as well? To
God be the glory!

Let’s close out this week’s lesson in prayer.

.Lﬂl’l}, [ see so much of Peter in me. I know You must laugh when
You hear me boast of what I will do for You. You know me better
than I know myself. And yet You are infinitely patient with me. Help
me to see how much I need to depend on You. Help me to recognize
the bankruptcy of self, and the riches of Your power made available
to me when I surrender control. Guard me from running ahead of
You or following at a distance. Work in me so that You can do what
You desire through me. Amen.

Prayer of Application ...

Take a few moments to write down a prayer of application from the things
that you have learned this week.
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COMING BACK TO
WALKING WITH GOD

a

ne thing that makes the Bible so practical to our lives is its real-
istic picture of imperfect people walking with God. As we saw
last week, Peter was a man of great ambition and the recog-
nized leader of the Lord’s disciples—yet, he was also a man who failed.
Though he had boasted of great courage, he revealed a coward’s heart when
the pressure was on. Three times he denied that he knew the Lord, just as
the Lord said he would. When that fateful cock crowed, the Lord turned
and looked at Peter, and realizing what he had done, Peter went out and
wept bitterly. Yet as we will see this week, his failure wasn’t final. As the
book of Acts records, Peter went on to be used greatly in the early days of
the Church. This coward who feared the report of a servant girl would go
on to boldly defy the entire religious establishment of Jerusalem. But to get
to that point, Jesus had to do a work in Peter. Perhaps the most important
thing to learn from Peter’s life is how the Lord restores us to a right rela-
tionship with Him. In this lesson we want to learn from Peter’s life how to
come back to a close walk with God.

28 29 30 44 49 63 66 68
Called as Second Peter
a Disciple Jerusalem Written
Worked as Jesus’ Council
a Fisherman Crucifixion
and First Peter Martyred
Peter Is Brought Resurrection Written Crucified
To Jesus by Confesses Upside Down
His Brother That Jesus Miraculously According to
Is Christ Rescued from Jail Tradition

Sermon at
Pentecost
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“Lord, with You | am
ready to go both to
prison and to
death!”

Luke 22:33
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fact, there is every indication that he was quite successful at it—pros-
perous enough to employ others in his business. During Jesus’ earthly
ministry it is obvious that Peter had no intention of going back to his former

Before Jesus called Peter as a disciple, his occupation was fishing. In

~ occupation. He planned on serving in the new kingdom that Jesus was to set

up. Yet after his denials on the night of the crucifixion, we see a different
Peter. Even though he was an eyewitness of the resurrected Lord, Peter no
longer saw a place for himself in the Master’s work. In John 21:3 Peter says,
“I am going fishing.” This statement is in the present tense in the Greek,
which refers to continuous or repeated action. This means he wasn’t simply
going to catch one fish for a meal. It appears that he has decided to go back
to his old job.

Take some time to reflect on Peter’s return to fishing, and then read
John 21 and answer the questions below.

Why do you think Peter would go back to his old occupation of fishing,
knowing that Christ was risen from the dead?

Scripture does not give us a definitive right or wrong answer to this ques-
tion. It does, however, imply certain things. It is not that Peter didn’t believe
in Christ—he had just seen that Jesus was alive. It seems that Peter no
longer believed in himself. Even though Jesus had risen, from his vantage
point he had failed the Lord, and things would never be the same. If in fact
Peter had not yet repented of his failure, it would appear that he had
returned to his old identity, what he did before he met Christ. Perhaps he
felt that since he had failed so miserably and denied Christ, that he was no
longer of any use to Jesus. Or perhaps, even if Jesus would take him back,

he felt he had nothing to offer.
Look at John 21:3.

What success did Peter and the other disciples find when they returned to
fishing?

What application is there in this for us?

The text tells us, “..zhat night they caught nothing.” The Greek word used
here means “absolutely nothing.” From dusk until dawn they worked with
no success whatsoever. When we have not repented, we fail miserably at



things in which we were once successful. If we want to return to our old
way of living, God will not allow us to prosper. The old life has absolutely
nothing to offer us.

Why do you think the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus (v. 4)?

There are differing opinions on this question. Some have suggested that the
early morning light coupled with the morning mist on the sea made it diffi-
cult to see clearly. Verse 8 indicates that they were about a hundred yards
from shore. Others suggest that the reason the disciples didn’t recognize
Jesus is because they weren’t looking for Him. Sometimes we do not recog-
nize the Lord when He shows up in our lives at an unexpected time.

When Jesus suggested that they cast their nets on the other side of the boat,
remember that the disciples still didn’t recognize Him. Their willingness to
tollow His suggestion, even though they didn’t recognize who He was, is a
reflection of how desperate they were. The result was a catch so great they
could not haul it into the boat. When we turn from our own way to do
things God’s way, He graciously affirms that choice with blessing.

Compare this miraculous catch of fish with Luke 5:1-11, and write what
stands out to you.

In this comparison we see that Jesus performed in John 21 the same miracle
He used when He first called Peter into ministry. Peter was willing to fol-
low Jesus when Christ first called him (v. 5). When he saw that Jesus was
Lord, he saw himself differently, and it was at this point that he abandoned
his old identity as a fisherman and followed Jesus. It would seem that by
repeating the miracle He performed when He called Peter, Jesus is essen-
tially “recalling” him to ministry.

Look at John 21:7.

How did Peter respond when John recognized that the man on shore was
Jesus?

Why do you think he responded this way?
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-harcoal fire already

When John said, “I# is the Lord,” Peter “threw himself into the sea.” Most inter-
pret this to mean that Peter so longed to be back with the Lord that he could
not wait for the boat to make it back to shore. Perhaps he had already made
the connection between this miraculous catch and the way Jesus called him
to ministry. His actions also suggest abandonment of his return to fishing.

After Peter failed our Lord and denied three times that he even knew Him,
he was awash in self-doubt. His return to fishing reflects an assumption that
he no longer had anything to offer in the Lord’s service. Yet God had a pur-
pose for Peter and a calling on his life. As a result, God would not allow him
to go back to his old way of living. Perhaps the most miserable person on the
planet is the Christian who is not walking in fellowship with God and in obe-
dience to His will. A Christian in fellowship with God can enjoy his relation-
ship with the Lord, and a non-Christian can at least enjoy his sin, fleeting
though the pleasure may be. But the fleshly believer receives no enjoyment,
for his sin keeps him from enjoying God, and the Spirit living in him keeps
him from enjoying his sin. Peter could not rescue himself from this dilemma,
but the Lord graciously intervened. When Peter arrived on shore, he found
Jesus beside a charcoal fire. There are two main Greek words translated “fire”
in the New Testament. One refers to a charcoal fire used for cooking, and the
other refers to a simple wood fire normally used for light and heating or for
burning rubbish. Keep these two meanings in mind as you work through
today’s questions.

Look back at John 18. By what type of fire did Peter’s denials occur?
What is the significance of this?

We see in John 18:18 that Peter’s denials occurred beside a charcoal fire.
Perhaps John included this minor detail because he connected the charcoal
fire of Peter’s denials with the same kind of fire beside Jesus on the shore.
John 18:18 and John 21:9 are the only two places in the Bible where this par-
ticular Greek word for charcoal is used. It appears that Jesus was recreating
the scene of Peter’s failure in an intentional way so that He could deal with
that issue of failure.

As you look at verses 9-10, did Jesus need all the fish they had just
caught in order to feed them? Why do you think He included some of
their fish?




It is significant that when the disciples got to shore, Jesus already had fish on
the fire. It appears that these fish were another of our Lord’s miracles, per-
haps reminding the disciples of the loaves and fish that He had multiplied.
It would seem that the Lord was pointing out that He didn’t need their help,
and yet He included some of their fish in the meal. Because God loves us,
He invites us to join in His work. He does not require our help, but He does
desire our participation.

Three times Peter denied that he knew the Lord; the last time he even
cursed. The bitterness of realizing what he had done and how he had failed
still clung to him. In this passage, the Lord restores Peter with three direc-
tives to care for His sheep, one for each of Peter’s denials. What a beautiful
portrait of God’s grace we see in the tender way He dealt with Peter’s fail-
ure, and what a gift of hope to all who have ever failed the Lord.

In verse 15 Jesus asks Peter, “. . . do you love Me more than these?” What do
you think the word zhese refers to?

Some suggest that Jesus asked if Peter loved Him more than the other disci-
ples did. This does not fit the context however, and would place the empha-
sis on Peter’s effort. It makes more sense that Jesus simply asked Peter if he
loved Him more than fish. Jesus was bringing Peter to a crisis point of decid-
ing between going back to fishing or going on with the Lord.

What is the significance of the fact that Jesus never asked if Peter loved
sheep. Whose sheep is Christ referring to?

Jesus asks Peter repeatedly, “Do you love Me?” Jesus never asked Peter if he
loved sheep. In fact, Jesus’ statements make it clear that these sheep were not
Peter’s sheep anyway—the sheep belong to Jesus. It is not our love for min-
istry that should propel us, for sometimes ministry is difficult and unpleas-
ant. That which keeps us going is always and only the love of Jesus.

The first two times that Jesus asked Peter this question He used the Greek
verb “agapao” for love. This refers to unconditional, committed love and is
the highest form of love. Each time Peter answered with a different Greek
verb, “phileo.” Phileo refers to emotional, friendship love, a lessor form of
love. The first two times, Jesus literally asked, “Peter, are you committed to
Me?” and Peter answered, “Yes Lord, I'm your friend.” The third time,
Jesus used the word “phileo.” He literally asked, “Peter, do you even love Me
as a friendr” Peter was grieved and recognized that Jesus knew his heart.
He replies in verse 17, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love (phileo)
You.” Jesus reinstated Peter to ministry through this conversation, and
through Peter, Christ gave hope to all who fail.

FOLLOWING GOD — PETER

35



36 FOLLOWING GOD — PETER

[
gmmmwsvﬁ{

.

ferent things would have been if our Lord had just let him return to

fishing. Think how miserable and unfulfilled the rest of his life would
have been. It might have been easier. Given time, perhaps he would have once
again prospered in fishing, but he would have never been satistied. Burning
in his chest would always be the painful memories of what was and what
might have been. But Jesus did not leave Peter to himself. It is important that
we recognize, however, that Peter had to be broken and repentant. He had to
respond rightly to the Lord’s convicting and prompting. Once Jesus had rein-
stated Peter to ministry, He began to reveal what the rest of Peter’s life would
look like. Twice in the last few verses of John 21, Jesus tells Peter, “Follow
Me!” This is the same phrase Jesus used to call Peter into ministry in the very
beginning. It is this same phrase Jesus spoke to the Twelve when He began
teaching of the Cross, and many followed Him no longer. In characteristic
gentleness, Jesus brought Peter back to the very beginning and reaffirmed his
call to ministry.

Peter was at a crucial juncture of his life and ministry. Think how dif-

Look at John 21:18-19.

What exactly does Jesus say to Peter?

What does the text tell us He meant?

In 21:18, Jesus indicates that when Peter is old, others would gird him and
take him where he did not wish to go. Verse 19 clarifies that Jesus is telling
Peter that he would die a martyr’s death. When Jesus said, “follow me,” He
wanted to make certain Peter understood what that meant. You see Peter
wasn’t wrong in saying that he would lay down his life for Jesus; it simply
wasn’t something he could do in his own strength. After the coming of the
Holy Spirit, Peter emerged with boldness that only God could give.

Read John 21:20-21.

What is Peter’s question to Jesus?

Why do you think he asked it?




Remember that Jesus had just told Peter that he would die a martyr’s death.
Peter looked at John, the disciple whom Jesus loved and the author of this
Gospel and asked, “Lord, whai abous this man?” In other words, Peter asked,
“Lord, is he going to have to die for the faith, too?” Peter struggled with
what Jesus had revealed. One should not look too harshly at Peter’s state-
ment without realizing the full weight of Jesus’ revelation. How would we
respond if the Lord revealed to us that we were going to die for the faith?

Look at John 21:22.

How did Jesus deal with Peter’s concerns about his death and how John
would die?

How does this apply to us?

This passage of Scripture is one of the great illustrations of focusing on the call
that God has given us. Jesus quickly brought Peter back into focus by basical-
ly saying, “Peter, what I do with John has nothing to do with your call—you
just need to focus on your own call.” Christians often struggle with the temp-
tation to compare their calling with someone else’s. In a very real sense, that is
the sin of covetousness—wanting what someone else has. God wants us to be
content in His calling for us and to trust Him with His calling for others.

Look at John 21:22-23.

What did Jesus reveal about John’s death?

What did believers understand this to mean?

How did John interpret Jesus’ words?

Jesus says, “If [ want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?” He did
not say that John would not die, even though this rumor spread among the
brethren. By focusing on what Jesus did not say, John refutes this rumor.
It is significant however that John outlived all the rest of the apostles and
didn’t die until nearly seventy years later. We know that near the end of his
life, John was in exile on the isle of Patmos where the book of Revelation
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was written. According to traditon, John was boiled in oil but did not die
from this persecution. He appears to be the only one of the Twelve who died
of natural causes.

In this chapter which is devoted to Jesus’ restoration of Peter (John 21), John
presents clear truths on what it means to be restored. Believing in these
truths will help us as we seek restoration and renewal from Jesus Christ.
John closes his gospel by reminding us, “. . . there are also many other things
which Jesus did, which if they were written down in detail, I suppose that even
the world itself would not contain the books.” In reality, the things John could
have written were limitless, but in John 20:31 he tells us that “. . . these have
been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing you may have life in His name.” We usually apply this verse to
evangelism, but it applies equally well to our own sanctification.

prayed too little, he acted too fast, and he followed too far away. The

good news, though, is that he learned from his mistakes. In this lesson we
have looked at how the Lord brought Peter back to walk with Him, and we
have examined the process of Peter’s restoration. But we want to close this
lesson with the encouragement that Peter didn’t continue to make the same
mistakes. He became a different man altogether after Jesus restored him—
different than he was immediately before his restoration, and even different
than he was before his failure. In Acts we see Peter as one who walked in the
Lord’s strength, not his own. As his God-given name indicates, he became
the “rock” of support for the early Church that Jesus had called him to be. He
became the rock when he learned to lean on the Rock of Ages.

In the last lesson we saw why Peter failed. He boasted too much, he

Look at Acts 1:1-14.

How long did Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances to Peter and the apostles

last (1:3)?

What did Jesus tell Peter and the rest of the disciples to do after He left
(L:4a)?

How did the disciples spend the days between the ascension and Pentecost
(1:14)?




For forty days after the resurrection Jesus presented Himself alive, proving
His resurrection in many different ways. During this time, He taught them
concerning the kingdom of God. In 1:4, we see the Lord Jesus instruct Peter
and the rest of the disciples to “waiz” for what the Father had promised—
that they would be “baprized with the Holy Spirit.” The old Peter was never
very good at waiting. This time was different, however, for he spent the next
ten days continually devoted to prayer (Acts 1:12—14). The Church was born
on that tenth day.

Read Acts 4:1-21, and answer the questions that follow.

Why were Peter and John arrested (v. 2)?

How would you characterize Peter’s response to his interrogators (vv. 8-12)?

What command did the rulers and elders give to Peter and John (v. 18)?

What was Peter’s response (vv. 19-20)?

On the night of Jesus’ arrest, we saw that Peter “followed at a distance.” In
fact, his denials were evidence of his fear of men. But here we see a very dif-
ferent Peter. He boldly preached the resurrected Christ to the crowds at the
temple and was arrested for it (v. 2). He was then called to stand before the
rulers and elders and scribes, yet he exhibited no fear or timidity. Because he
was filled with the Holy Spirit (v. 8), he spoke with divine boldness. When
the rulers observed the confidence with which he spoke, knowing that he
was uneducated, they gave Peter the highest compliment a believer could
receive by recognizing him “as having been with Jesus.” Even when the rulers
commanded Peter and John to no longer speak or teach in the name of Jesus,
the two men respectfully remained defiant—ready to pay any price to speak
of their beloved Savior.

Look at Acts 4:29-31.

What was Peter’s request of the Lord after he had been released (v. 29)?

How did the Lord answer that prayer (v. 31)?

FOLLOWING GOD — PETER

39




7

Put Yourself In Their Shoes

:é,/%i}ig}if DAY F[VE

40 FOLLOWING GOD — PETER

As he returned to the body of believers after his arrest, further evidence of
Peter’s growth is reflected in that he no longer boasted too much but instead
walked in dependence on the Lord (Acts 4:23-31). In Acts 4:29 we read the
prayer of Peter and the body of believers asking God to grant them bold-
ness—evidence of yielded hearts. God answered that prayer by a fresh fill-
ing of the Holy Spirit, and we see the people speaking the word of God

“with boldness”! Now Peter’s confidence is in Christ instead of in himself.

Because of the immense persecution on the Church and possibly an unwill-
ingness to put other believers in danger, Peter left Jerusalem for a time. Acts
12:19 tells us that he spent some time in Caesarea, and we know from
Galatians 2 that he also spent some time in Antioch. The last information we
have of Peter in Acts is at the Jerusalem Council.

Read Acts 15:1-11.

What was the question of the Jerusalem Council (v. 1)?

What does Peter contribute to the debate (vv. 7—11)?

The “Jerusalem Council” was formed to debate whether or not Gentile con-
verts needed to be circumcised in order to be saved. Many prominent lead-
ers were there, including James, Paul, Barnabas, and Peter. After much dis-
cussion it was Peter and James who brought the discussion to a conclusion.
Peter reminded the group that 1) God initiated the gospel going to the
Gentiles, 2) that He confirmed their conversion by giving them the Holy
Spirit in the same manner as the Jews, 3) that their hearts were cleansed by
faith, 4) that even the Jews were not able to carry the yoke of the law, and
5) that all are saved by grace. After his own failure, Peter could understand
that grace in a way had not understood before.

Peter went on to many more years of fruitful ministry. He eventually wrote
two epistles to the persecuted believers. In the end, he died a martyr’s death,
just as the Lord had foretold. Tradition holds that when the time came for
him to be crucified, he requested to be put to death upside down, not con-
sidering himself worthy to die in the same manner as our Lord. Through
Peter’s life we recognize that we can still be of useful service to the Master—
even after we have failed!

ankind is feeble and frail and prone to falling.” These words,
spoken by the “prince of preachers,” Charles H. Spurgeon,
adequately capture the reality of Peter (and of each of us).
Like Peter, none of us are “fail-safe.” Sooner or later every Christian will



experience failure. If we didn’t, then we wouldn’t need a Savior. The most
important question is not whether or not we will fail, but when we fail, will
we fail to get up? In Peter we see a beautiful portrait of how the Lord comes
alongside us to restore us when we fail. God will allow (and sometimes even
engineer) our failure when we place too much confidence in ourselves. But
we must recognize that failure doesn’t have to be final. We cannot allow our
failings to drive us back to our old way of living; it no longer has anything
to offer us. When we fail, we must come back to the place of our failure (the
charcoal fire) and do business with God. We must reestablish our relation-
ship with God, and we must surrender afresh to His will and way in our
lives. Peter did this, and as a result, he went on to be used mightily by the
Lord in the founding of the Church. Clearly we see in Peter that failure
doesn’t have to be final.

As you reflect on your own relationship with Christ, is there some
failure in your past that still haunts you and makes it difficult for

you to serve Him?

Have you dealt with that failure in a biblical way?

Past failures can negatively affect the present in three ways. First, the fail-
ures of the past can stain the present when those failures are left unresolved
with the Lord and with others. Secondly, we need to recognize that forgive-
ness does not always result in a removal of all of the consequences of our
actions. Sometimes the Lord chooses to leave in place the consequences of
our sins even when we are broken and repentant because He knows we need
them for our own growth and protection. We must learn to hate sin as He
does. Thirdly, even if we have made things right with God and man, the
failures from our past may still haunt us if we listen to the condemning voice
of the enemy.

How do you know if the guilt you feel is the convicting work of God or the
condemning work of Satan? First, remind yourself of the objects each has.
God has as His goal that we would repent and walk with Him. Therefore,
when He is convicting us, everything points toward repentance, reconcilia-
tion, and restoration. Satan has as his goal, not that we would turn from our
sin to God, but that we would continue to wallow in our sin. God’s convict-
ing words are always specific: “This is what you did wrong,” and “This is
what you need to do differently.” The condemning words of Satan are always
general: “You are a terrible person,” and “You are worthless.” Ultimately, we
separate the convicting words from the condemning words by how they line
up with the truth of God’s Word.

As you consider past failures, what have you listened and respond-
ed to more? (Mark where you are on the scale below.)
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“Do you love My
calling for you?”’ He
is asking, “D
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What should we do about conviction by God’s Spirit?

1) Confess (agree with God) about the specific wrong actions or attitudes.

2) Repent of running your own life; do so area by area.

3) Yield each area of your life to Christ.

4) Trust Him moment by moment with the details of your life.

5) If God has convicted you of trying to take back control over any area of
your life, then you need to deal with this conviction promptly.

What do we do about condemnation from Satan?

We must respond as Jesus did in the wilderness; we must answer him with
the Word of God. To do this we must continually study the Word, and we
may need to seek wise counsel from others who can lead us to the truths of

God that will help us combat the lies of the enemy.

Is there any area of your life that you are not yielding to God?

One of the things with which Peter struggled when Jesus renewed his call
was how that call compared to John’s. Do you need to take your eyes off of
a “John” in your life?

Look at God’s will for your life, His “calling” for you. Check the areas you
have struggled with accepting.

__ Where I work __WhatIdo __ Who I work for
__ Mate (or lack of one) ~ __ Where I live ___Trials I have
_ Lack of opportunity ~ ___ Possessions others have

___ Other

In each of these, Jesus does not say, “Do you love My calling for you?” He
simply asks, “Do you love Me?” How will you answer Him?

Jesus’ directive to Peter is also His directive to us: “ . . what is that to you”
(stop worrying about My calling for others), “. .. You follow Me!” (if you love
Me, be faithful to what I have called you to do).

Let’s take what we have studied to the Lord right now in prayer.

.Lﬁl’d/, I see so much of Peter in me. I boast too much, I pray too lit-
tle, I act too fast, and I follow too far away. And I fall—oh I fall so
short—not only of Your standards, but of what I expect of myself.



Thank You, Lord, that You are mindful that I am but dust. I praise
You that my failures don’t have to be final. Lord, You know all things,
and You know that I love You (John 21:17). I want to surrender afresh
to Your will, Your unique calling for me. Help me to keep my eyes off
of others and keep them focused on You and Your call for me. Help
me trust You with the hard parts of Your will. Most of all, when I fall,
please help me back up. Don’t let me continue to wallow in my sins.
Amen.

Prayer of Application . ..

Take a few moments to write down a prayer of application from the things
that you have learned this week.
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WALKING IN THE LOVE OF GOD

( euteronomy 7:7 tells us the Lord “sez His love” on Israel. Through
Moses He promised them, “And He will love you and bless you and
multiply you” (Deuteronomy 7:13). In Jeremiah 31:3, the Lord

declared to His people, “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I
have drawn you with lovingkindness.” We see that same love magnified when
we open the pages of the New Testament. First John 4:8 declares, “God is
love.” The man who penned those words is the apostle John, sometimes
known as “the Apostle of Love.” John was greatly affected by this love of
God. For him it was at the very heart of life. John went on to write,

“By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only
begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to
be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:9-11)

THE LIFE OF JOHN THE APOSTLE

Born in the Disciple of ‘ Received the
Home of John the Revelation
Zebedee and Baptist of Christ
Salome Early Church
Leader Exiled to Died of
Grew up in Began to Served at Ephesus Isle of Patmos Natural
a Fisherman’s Follow Jesus Causes
Family Wrote
Learned to Minister Gospel of John Released
as a Follower and Then from
as an Apostle Patmos
Wrote Epistles of John
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Did You Know?

JEWISH
TIMEKEEPING

In the first century, some people used the

Jewish method to measure time.
measured from sunset to sunset, evening
and morning being a full day. VWhen they
counted their hours, they usually count-
ed from 6:00 AM or 6:00 PM so that the
third hour of the day was 9:00 AM, the
sixth hour was noon, etc. Others used
the Roman system, which counted from
midnight or noon so that the sixth hour
would be 6:00 AM, the tenth hour would
be 10:00 AM, the ninth hour of the night
would be 9:00 PM, etc.
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If you want to know more about the love of God, one of the best teachers is
a man who has experienced that love firsthand, a man who called himself
“the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 21:20). The Apostle John, the brother of
James and one of the sons of Zebedee, followed God and experienced His
love for over 75 years. But John did not always love God. We will see that as
we study him and as he shows us what it means to follow the Lord, who
loves us so much and who teaches us what it means to love others.

)

ALLED T0 G

hen we turn to the Gospels we find many lives intertwined with
‘;S ; the life of the Lord Jesus. James and his brother John are two
interesting examples of this special connection with Jesus. John
1:35-51 records Jesus’ initial encounter with His first disciples. The first two
disciples we meet are two disciples of John the Baptist (1:35), Andrew and
another disciple with him. We know this other disciple as the apostle John,
the author of the Gospel of John. He does not identify himself by name, but
the evidence points to his eyewitness account of these events, including the
exact hour he met Jesus. John 1:39 says they met Him at the tenth hour (most
likely 10:00 AM) and “stayed with Him that day.” Immediately, we see a
hunger to know Christ and a desire to be with Him. The other disciples in
John chapter one are Andrew’s brother Simon Peter, Philip (from Bethsaida
near the Sea of Galilee, the city of Andrew and Peter), and Nathaniel. It is
also likely that John told his brother James about Jesus the Messiah just as
Andrew had told his brother Simon. That brought the number to six initial
followers of Christ. In these first days (around December, AD 26) they
walked in the light of Jesus’ invitation to “Come, and . . . see” (1:39).

-

During those first months (from December, AD 26 through September, AD
27) these disciples saw the miracle at Cana (John 2:1-11), the first trip to
Capernaum (2:12), the first cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem during the
Passover (2:13-25), and the early ministry of Jesus in Judea (3:22-30). There
they baptized many, even more than John the Baptist and his disciples bap-
tized. Realizing that the Pharisees had become aware of this new ministry
(4:1-3), they left Judea and went through Samaria to Galilee (John 4:4-42). It
appears that when they arrived back in Galilee the disciples went home for a
few months. Jesus travelled to Nazareth where He was rejected by the “home -
folk” (Luke 4:16-30). Jesus then returned to Capernaum, His new home
(Matthew 4:13—16; Luke 4:31-37) and began teaching there. He even healed
Peter’s mother-in-law at her home (Luke 4:38-39), and He healed many oth-
ers in the vicinity as well (Luke 4:40—42). From there He began to minister
throughout the region of Galilee (Matthew 4:17; Luke 4:42-44).

As Jesus began this new part of His ministry in Galilee, He came to those who
had walked with Him in ministry, who had gone through the “Come and see”
first months. Luke 5:10 informs us that James and John were partners with
Simon in their fishing business, and they had at least two boats (5:7), one
belonging to Simon (5:3) and the other belonging to James and John (5:7).



Read Matthew 4:18-22. What do you discover about John and his fel-
low fishermen?

A short while later, still in the region around Capernaum, they had oppor-
tunity to work with their father Zebedee. Jesus met them once again while
they were helping their father. When Jesus called them, they left their nets
and followed Jesus (Matthew 4). What do you find in Luke 5:11?

James and John were brothers, the sons of Zebedee, and were fishermen by
trade. Matthew 4 informs us of their activities a few months after their first
meeting with Jesus that is mentioned in the first chapter of John. After these
first months of following and observing Jesus, they were now ready to leave the
nets to follow Him more fully. In Luke 5 we find them even more surrendered
to following Jesus. “They left everything and followed Him” (Luke 5:11).

In the first 14 months of Jesus’ public ministry, John and the others had gone
from being full-time fishermen to those who soon left everything (family,
careers, possessions, etc.) to follow Christ. John and his business partner,
Andrew, had been disciples of John the Baptist for a time (perhaps a year).
Now they were following Jesus. Their understanding of discipleship and
“followship” was growing.

When we look at these disciples, we see a process of “followship.” They didn’t
leave everything the first day they met Jesus. He taught them and brought
them to greater and greater levels of surrender.

| What applications do you see for your life? Are you making progress
* in your following and walking with God? Is there a new level of sur-
render to which He is calling you?

About a year and a half after first meeting John, Jesus went aside for a night
of prayer after which He chose His Twelve Apostles (Luke 6:12—16, the
summer of AD 28). John was one of the Twelve. What do we learn from the
Scriptures about him and the others at this point in their walk with Jesus?

Read Mark 3:17. What do you learn about James and John?
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Did You Know?

PETER, JAMES,
AND JOHN

In the Gospel records we see that Jesus

ministered to both  large crowds and

small groups. Among the smaller groups
were the Seventy (Luke 10:1, 17) and the

Twelve (Matthew [0:1-5). Within the
Twelve there was an inner circle with
which Jesus often met, nam Ey Peter,
James, and john (Matthew 17:1-9; Mark
5:35-43; 14:32-42). The three

proved to be able leader

[« 9
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Church both in Jerusalem and throughout

the Roman Empire.
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James and John had made an impression on Jesus, and He gave them a name
as He had done with Simon (3:16). He called them “Boanerges,” which is trans-
lated “Sons of Thunder,” for they were men who spoke and acted in thunder-
ous fashion. Apparently they were forceful, expressive men whose presence
was easily recognized. They must have been men of deep conviction and
intense zeal, perhaps even hot-tempered. Keep these things in mind as we look
at the walk of the apostle John.

According to Mark 3:14, why did Jesus appoint these twelve men?

Mark 3:14 gives two reasons: First, “that they might be with Him.” Jesus
wanted them to spend time with Him so that they would know Him per-
sonally, listen and talk to Him, and learn from Him. He wanted them to see
His relationship to the Father in prayer and in the Word, to see how He
related to people and their sins, sicknesses, and other problems. They need-
ed to see how He dealt with opposition and how He carried out the Father’s
will. Second, He wanted to “send them out to preach.” He had a message on
His heart that He wanted them to hear from Him and from the Father, and
He wanted that message to be spread throughout the world through them.
How well did they listen and heed what He said? We will see more in Day
Two.

hile John and the others walked with Jesus, they saw, heard, and
‘ ;g ; learned priceless lessons. They ministered alongside Him, and He
sent them out to minister in the cities and towns. They witnessed
miracles and awesome evidences of the power and glory of Jesus Christ. One
such incident was the Transfiguration. Three men, Peter, James, and John,
saw that miraculous event. In Luke 9:27-36, Jesus stated that some of those
hearing Him would see the kingdom of God before they died. In the context,
Luke transitions immediately to eight days later, when Jesus took those three
men up on the mountain to pray. There Jesus was transfigured before them,
and Moses and Elijah appeared (9:29-31). The three disciples (who had fall-
en asleep) awoke to see this. Then they were overshadowed in a cloud and
heard the Father say, “This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!”

How did this phenomenal event affect these men? Did this experience give
them a full understanding of the kingdom of God? Did they comprehend
what God was doing and how He was working?

Soon after the Transfiguration, Jesus spoke of His coming crucifixion,
but they did not understand (Luke 9:43-45). Read Luke 9:46-56. What
do you discover about John (9:46-50)?




What does the Samaritan situation reveal about John (Luke 9:51-54)?

What was Jesus’ response in each situation?

When Jesus spoke of being “delivered into the hands of men” (9:44), it was as if
the disciples didn’t hear a word. They were arguing over which of them was
the greatest, prompting Jesus to rebuke them. Jesus not only reprimanded
them, but He also encouraged them to focus on being the least or the lowliest
in order to exhibit the true sign of greatness. John then complained because
someone who wasn’t with their group was ministering in Jesus’ name. At that
point, Jesus made it clear that others could minister without being in their
particular group. “He who is not against you is for you” (9:50). When the
Samaritans proved unreceptive to Jesus and His disciples, John, along with his
brother James, wanted “?0 command fire to come down from heaven and con-
sume” the unreceptive village. Jesus rebuked them for their hot-tempered,
vengeful spirit. He came to-save lives, not to destroy them. James and John
had some things to learn about ministry, about the ways of God, and about the
love of God.

These things in Luke 9 took place after James and John had been with Jesus
for almost three years. About five months later (February, AD 30) Jesus
spoke again about His coming death, which was only another two months
away.

Look at Mark 10:32—45. Note what you find about James and John.

What does Matthew 20:20-21 add?

James and John, along with their mother, asked Jesus if they could have the
two most prominent places in the kingdom. It appears that they were focused
on their own personal greatness. The other disciples became indignant because
they too wanted positions of greatness. Jesus focused their attention again on
the fact that true greatness in the kingdom is based on being a servant or a slave
to others. John and the other disciples were looking for greatness in the king-
dom. They certainly did not understand the cross or what the cross would
mean in their own lives. Nor did they understand how that cross would soon
define the love of God so fully and so deeply for them and for those to whom
they would one day minister.
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John along with his brother James had some things to learn about the king-
dom of God. It is evident in the lives of James and John that Jesus does not
choose perfect people. The Lord took John as he was and worked from
there. He takes us as we are, but He does not leave us in that condition. He
keeps working on us to bring us to maturity in Christlikeness.

What applications do you see for where you are right now? Is He
showing you some new things about His love? His holiness? His
kingdom ways?

In the final week of Jesus’ ministry, He spoke of the destruction of the Temple
and of the buildings around it. On the Mount of Olives, Peter, James, John,
and Andrew questioned Him privately about when these things would take
place and what would be the sign of their fulfillment (Mark 13:3—4). They had
a hunger to know the things of the kingdom and what was coming. Jesus
explained to them many of the things pertaining to the “the end times.” Later
that week Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare for the Passover (Luke 22:8).
At that passover meal on the night before His crucifixion, Jesus washed the
disciples’ feet. John is the only writer to include this in his Gospel. What can
we learn from John about this? V

Read Luke 22:24-27. As you read, note that this event occurred some-
time during the preparations, possibly as they determined who would
sit where at the supper. Were the disciples focused upon serving Jesus,
or upon serving themselves?

[1] Read John 13:1-17. Note the careful detail of John’s account. The one
who wanted a prominent position in the kingdom (John [see Mark
10:32—45]) made careful note of the testimony of Jesus. What is the sig-
nificance of John’s detail?

Luke 22 shows where the disciples (including John) were in their thinking.
They wanted greatness, not servanthood. In John’s account we see Jesus
emphasizing the importance of being a loving servant as He washed the dis-
ciples’ feet. Jesus said they would be “blessed” if they did as He taught and
exemplified. To be “blessed” means to be fully satisfied. They tried to gain
satisfaction by achieving greatness while Jesus taught them to live as ser-
vants. The fact that John gave this detailed account of Jesus’ example reveals
the significance of this event in his life.



By example and by His words Jesus revealed what it means to be a fol-
lower of God and a disciple. Looking at John 13:34-35, what did Jesus
say about a disciple’s love?

Jesus said the distinguishing mark of a disciple would be love—the kind of
love He showed them. This servant-hearted love for others was the one thing
He required of His followers, the supreme evidence of His relationship with
them, and the sure promise of what the future held for them. John certainly
saw the greatest example of this love in Jesus. He saw how Jesus loved them
as He washed their feet, even the feet of Judas the traitor. John heard of this
love in the words of Jesus, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down
his life for his friends” (15:13). Then he was an eyewitness to that love at the
cross, perhaps the only one of the Twelve who was actually at the cross (John
19:26-27, 31-37). The love of God in Jesus Christ made an eternal impact on
the life of the apostle John.

What do you learn about John in John 20:1-10 (note carefully verse 8)?

Mary Magdalene reported to Peter and John that Jesus’ body had been taken
out of the tomb, and they quickly ran to the tomb. Although he ran faster
and arrived at the tomb before Peter, John did not enter the tomb until Peter
had done so. He simply looked in and saw the linen wrappings neatly in
place. In these verses, John testifies to us his belief that the body was not
stolen. The linen wrappings would not have been laid out in such an order-
ly manner if the body had been stolen. Having seen this evidence, John
believed Jesus had risen from the dead; however, he did not yet understand
the necessity and promise of the Messiah’s resurrection as taught in the Old
Testament Scriptures. Soon, he and the others would have the mystery
explained to them by the risen Christ (Luke 24:25-27), deepening their
understanding of God’s great love.

What do you discover about John in John 21?7

Some days after the resurrection, John was one of seven disciples who went
night fishing on the Sea of Galilee (Tiberias). He recognized that the Lord
Jesus was the one who told them to cast the net on the right side of the boat.
Later, on shore, John followed close behind Jesus and Peter as they talked
(21:20). In his writing he testified that his witness was true and he knew
much more than he had written. If all the things Jesus did were written,
John declared, “I suppose thar even the world itself would not contain the books
which were written” (21:25). These events identify John as a faithful witness
who loved the Lord Jesus and knew he was loved by Him.
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During the final week of Jesus’ ministry and for the period of forty days
after His resurrection in which Jesus appeared to His apostles, John’s life
was radically changed. He began learning some truths about servanthood,
about kingdom greatness, and about genuine love that forever impacted his
life and the lives of those around him. But the journey was not over. There
were yet many more miles to travel and many lives to touch. We will see that
in Days Three and Four.
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n Acts 1:4-12 we find the account of Jesus’ final meeting with the apos-

tles. It has now been forty days since His resurrection, and they still do

not fully comprehend His kingdom plans, “Lord, is it at this time You are
restoring the kingdom to Israel?” (1:6). They were looking forward to freedom
from Roman domination and all the trappings of a hypocritical religious sys-
tem. However, they did not fully understand what the Lord was about to do
in sending the Holy Spirit and building the Church. That would take further
revelation from the Holy Spirit. Jesus had promised them that when the
Holy Spirit would come He would guide them into all truth. His coming was
ten days away. They were instructed to wait in Jerusalem until He came, and
then they would go to all the world empowered to witness of what they had
seen and heard. The Lord had a significant role for John in these plans.

John was part of the prayer meetings in the upper room in Acts 1:13-14. He
was there at Pentecost and the days following (Acts 2-5). What do you learn
about John in Acts 3:1-117?

Acts 3 records that Peter and John went to pray at the temple at 3:00 PM,
the time of afternoon prayers. When a lame man asked for alms, both Peter
and John fixed their gaze on him. Peter then offered him healing in Jesus’
name. With this man’s healing came rejoicing as he became overwhelmed
with joy, “walking and leaping and praising God” (3:8). “While he was clinging
to Peter and John” (3:11), the crowds gathered and Peter began preaching the
gospel to them (3:12-26).

Read Acts 4:1-14, and record your insights about the religious leaders
and about John and Peter.

Looking at Acts 4:18-23, 33, what additional truths do you discover?




In reaction to the disturbance caused by their preaching (4:1), the Sadducees
(who did not believe in the resurrection) put Peter and John in jail overnight.
The next day the authorities questioned them, noting the “confidence of Peter
and John” (4:7, 13). The rulers saw them as “uneducated and untrained men,”
but they recognized the evident influence that Jesus had over their lives
(4:13). When they ordered them to speak no more in the name of Jesus, Peter
and John boldly declared that they could not “stop speaking what we have seen
and heard” (4:20). Acts 4:33 sums up the ministry that was occurring during
this period of time, “And with great power the apostles were giving witness to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus and abundant grace was upon them all.”

Acts 5:12-16 gives another summary of the ministry of the apostles in
Jerusalem during these first years of the church. This led to yet more arrests
by the high priest, but the Lord sent an angel to release the apostles. He
instructed them, “Go your way and speak ro the people in the temple the whole
message of this Life” (5:20). When the authorities found them preaching again,
they arrested them once again, flogged them, and released them (5:25-40),
yet these faithful witnesses rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suf-
ter shame for the name of Jesus. Acts 5:42 speaks of the kind of ministry they
experienced, “And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept
right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.”

In these days John was recognized along with Peter as a leader among the
apostles. In Acts 8 the apostles sent Peter and John to Samaria after great
numbers came to Christ at the preaching of Philip. After that time (around
AD 34) we do not read anything in Scripture about John until his writings
appear.

John’s first book was the Gospel of John (written around AD 85). Sometime
after he finished writing his Gospel, he went on to write 1 John, 2 John, and
3 John (between AD 85 and 95). Sometime in the early nineties (around AD
94), John was exiled to a Roman penal colony on the island of Patmos. While
there the Lord appeared to him and gave him the “Revelation” of “what must
soon take place” (Revelation 1:1). That prophecy took John from his exile on
Patmos to heaven and back, as well as to the end of world history and into
eternity.

Looking at the Gospel of John from John’s vantage point in the year 85
AD, read John 1:1-18 and 20:30-31. What central thought does John

convey in these passages?

John had a clear perception of Jesus as the Lord God, the Creator, the Word
made flesh, the Christ/Messiah, and the Son of God. He was confident that
Jesus came to give eternal life and make all who believe in Him children of
God (1:12,20:31). He spoke as a firsthand eyewitness to all Jesus said and did
in His ministry. What he wrote can be trusted-as the truth. He wanted peo-
ple to believe his witness and personally come to know Jesus Christ and the
Life and love He offers.

We have seen much about the life of John and his emphasis on the wit-
ness of who Christ is. We know John spoke of the necessity of believing
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in Him and walking in truth and in love. In light of this, read 1 John
1:1-4, and record the focus of this passage.

The focus of 1 John 1:1-4 is the manifestation of Christ as the God-Man.
Christ was known by John and the apostles and can be known by any who
believe. Here John again gives a very clear testimony of being an eyewitness
of “the Word of Life.” He knew Christ Jesus personally when He walked on
earth. John uses the words “see” and “hear” in verses 1, 2, and 3 to refer to
his personal knowledge of Jesus as the clear manifestation of the Father. He
was confident that anyone who believes can enjoy the same kind of fellow-

ship and love the apostles enjoyed—"“with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ” (1:3).

In 2 John and 3 John we see the same focus on knowing Jesus Christ. In these
small letters, John shows his strong conviction, that “son-of-thunder” zeal,
for the truth. He also emphasizes the necessity of love and obedience as the
proof of love for God. In 2 John, he reveals his concern for believers walking
in truth and love, and he focuses on the truth of Jesus Christ “coming in the
flesh” (verse 7). In 3 John he continues his emphasis on love and truth and
includes a strong rebuke for those who do not walk in that love and truth.

Think back over what you have seen today. Are you walking in the
' truth? Are you walking in love? Are you giving a clear witness of
who Jesus Christ is by your words and your deeds?

he apostle John was first a disciple of John the Baptist and would

have heard all that he had to say about the coming Messiah. He then

walked with Christ for over three years. He was there at the cross
when the Lamb of God was crucified, and he witnessed His resurrection.
Then, for over sixty years after Jesus’ resurrection, John followed his risen
Lord. He wrote the Gospel of John and 1, 2, and 3 John. What more could
he learn? How much more could he write? What else could be revealed?
We will see that in today’s lesson. When John was past eighty years of age,
perhaps past ninety (around AD 95), the Lord gave him what we know as
the Book of Revelation—“The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 1:1).

Read Revelation 1:1-2, 9-19. How did John describe himself (1:1-2, 9)?




What did Jesus reveal to him (1:9—19)?

John was a bondservant of God and a witness of the Word of God and of
Jesus Christ. He saw himself as a “brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation
and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus.” He was on the island of
Patmos because of his witness for the Word of God and his testimony of
Jesus. There he saw the resurrected, glorified, enthroned Lord Jesus and fell
at His feet as a dead man. The Lord laid His right hand on him and told him
to not be afraid. After all that John had experienced and learned, the Lord
had more to reveal. As well as John knew Jesus during those three years of
His ministry, he had only begun to see Him as He was and is in His fullness.

John ministered in and around Ephesus for twenty or more years. The first
of the seven churches to be dealt with in Revelation 2 is the church at
Ephesus.

Read Revelation 2:1-7, noting particularly verses 4 and 5. What is the
main point upon which Jesus focused with this church that had heard
so much about love?

The church at Ephesus is a good example of the principle that every church
must maintain a constant watchfulness—being ever watchful of sin, of the
world’s ways getting into the church, of seemingly good things getting in the
way of the right things. This church that had heard so much about the love of
God and love for God stumbled in its walk with Him. Its members had left
their first love. Here again we see the Lord in His love, ever faithful to call His
children back to first things, foundational things. It is a lesson for us all, and
it 1s a warning about losing sight of the Lord in the midst of ministry. The
Spirit is always speaking warnings such as this to the churches, and the
churches must be alert to hear what He is saying.

In the early years, John and his brother James longed to be in a position of
greatness in the kingdom. Luke 22:29-30 tells us Jesus promised the apos-
tles that they would indeed reign with Him and judge the tribes of Israel.
As John followed Jesus, he experienced His love and began to understand
His reign as Lord. The Lord also revealed some things about how John
would one day reign.

At the end of the Revelation, John witnessed a scene in the New Jerusalem.
Think about John’s desire to reign and what Jesus taught him.
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Are you walking in
the love of God,
ready for His return?
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Read Revelation 22:1-5. What is the mark of the citizens of this city (note
particularly verses 3 and 4)?

What are they called (22:3)?

What characteristics of the love of God can you see in this scene?

The citizens of the New Jerusalem will walk in the light of the Lamb. They
are known as bondservants, “His bondservants,” belonging to God. To be a
bondservant in the kingdom of God is a great honor. Those bondservants
are loved by their Lord, forever experiencing His personal provision and
care for them. In the New Jerusalem their blessedness is found in seeing the
face of Jesus, being owned by Him, and being identified with His mark, His
name, on their foreheads. In this vision, John saw a glimpse of what it means
to belong to God, to be loved by Him, and to reign with Him.

John walked in the love of God for over seventy years, and in that time he
learned much about loving God and loving others. One of the lessons we
learn from his life is that no one ever arrives at the final goal in this life.
There is always more to learn, always more of the Lord to see and know and
worship. There is always more growth and maturity needed in our walk
with Him, and always a deeper love to experience and to show to others.

In Revelation it becomes clear that what John had seen and heard and han-
dled in his years on earth will one day be revealed to all creation. The Lord
Jesus will be distinctly seen as Lord of lords and King of kings, and He will
reign over all. Not only will He reign supreme, but all who have believed in
Him will reign by His side for all eternity.

How about you? Are you ready to reign with Him? Do you know
and realize how much Jesus loves you? Are you loving others? Are
you walking in the love of God, ready for His Return?




ohn spoke much about love: God’s love for us, our love for God, and our

love for others. In speaking of love, the New Testament uses two Greek

words, agape and philos, both translated “love.” The word used most
often is agape (or the verb agapao) which refers to the choice to act for the
good and benefit of another whatever the cost. It is a selfless love. Jesus said
people will know we are His disciples if we have that kind of love for one
another (John 13:35). The command to “love one another” is found over a
dozen times in the Scriptures, and that love is described in many ways
through similar “one another” commands (“be kind to one another,” “serve
one another,” “forgiving each other,” etc.). How are you doing fulfilling these

exhortations and commands?

Read I Corinthians 13:4—8a. Fill in the blanks that describe love in the
j chart below. Then evaluate where you are. How are you doing? As
you evaluate your life, check the box that best describes your love.

LovEIs... Iam...
Never Seldom Sometimes  Most of the time  Always

is a ] a a a
is a a a a a
is not a a N o g
does not a a [l a g
is not ] ] ] a o
does not o a ] H] a
does not ] g a o [N
is not ] a g [l U
does not a o a a o
does not o [l a a a
rejoices H] H] [l ] ]

all things a 1] H] a ]

all things a H] H] a H]

all things a ] [H] [N [l

all things o ] a [H] a
never (] a g a (]

How can these characteristics be part of our daily lives? What does it take to
see them lived out even in the tough times? Galatians 5:22 says these things
are “the fruit of the Spirit.” In other words, the Spirit of God produces them.
How do you and I experience that personally in our day to day lives?

Read Galatians 5:16-17. What is essential to not seeing the works of the
flesh in one’s life?
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g “LOVE NEVER

’ * FAILS”

In | Corinthians 13:8, the Greek word
for “fail” is “pipto,” which means “to fall

down, to perish.” “Pipto” was used in
Greek literature of a ship that failed to
reach port, and was unable to complete
its journey. This word for failure paints a
beautiful picture of the love of God and
also illustrates the meaning of genuine
love for one another. Genuine love will
not fail. It will reach its “destination.” In
His love God will guide us through our
setbacks. He will complete the work He
is doing in our lives (Philippians 1:6;
2:13). When we are showing genuine
agape love to others, we too will faith-
fully give ourselves to meet th