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Introduction

Lay Institute For
Equipping

Do not try to study
through several lessons
in a single day.

Study With Small Group

Enlist Your Friends

Step by Step Through the Old Testament is a course in the Lay Institute for Equip-
ping or LIFE LIFE is an educational system designed to provide quality education
to laypersons in the areas of discipleship, leadership, and ministry. All Life courses
have some common characteristics. These also apply to Step by Step Through the
Old Testament.

o Participants interact with a self-paced workbook (this is your workbook) for 30
to 60 minutes each day and do life related learning activities.

o Participants meet for a small-group learning session each week.

o The course leader (or facilitator) guides group members to reflect on and dis-
cuss what they have studied during the week and then make practical applica-
tion of the study to everyday life. This small group becomes a support group
for participants as they help each other come to understand and apply the
Scriptures to life.

o A Christian Growth Study Plan diploma is awarded for those who complete a
LIFE course in a small-group study. (See p. 223 for course credit information.)

Studying Step by Step Through the Old Testament

This book is different from most books in that it is not intended simply to be read
from cover to cover. To get the most out of this course you must take your time by
studying only one day’ lesson at a time. Do not try to study through several lessons
in a single day. You need time to let these thoughts “sink in” to your understanding
and practice. Do not skip any of the learning activities. These are designed to help
you develop a framework for the Old Testament.

% The activities will begin (like this paragraph) with the leaves marking
indented type. Follow the instructions given. After you have completed
an activity, you will return to the content.

Normally you will be given the answers at the bottom of the page, so you can check
your own work. Write your own answer before reading mine. Sometimes your
response to the activity will be your own response or opinion, and no right or
wrong answer can be given. If you have difficulty with an activity or you question
the answers given, write a note about your concern in the margin. Discuss it with
your leader or small group.

Once each week you should attend a small-group session designed to help you discuss
the content you studied the previous week, share insights and testimonies, encourage
each other, and pray together. Small groups should not have more than 10 mem-
bers for maximum effectiveness. Larger groups will experience less closeness, less
intimate sharing, more absenteeism, and more drop-outs. If more than 10 people
want to study the course, enlist additional leaders for each group of six to ten.

If you have started studying Step by Step Through the Old Testament and you are
not involved in a small group, enlist a few friends to study the course with you. You
will discover that others can help you learn and apply the teaching of this course.
You will miss much of the intended learning from this course apart from a small-
group study.
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Additional Resources

Resources for Step by Step through the Old Testament

* Member’s book: Step by Step through the Old Testament
(ISBN 0-7673-2619-9)

* Leaders Guide: Step by Step through the Old Testament
Leader’s Guide (ISBN 0-7673-2620-2)

Order additional copies of this book by writing to LifeWay Church Resources Cus-
tomer Service; 127 Ninth Avenue, North; Nashville, TN 37234-0113; by calling
toll free (800) 458-2772; by faxing (615) 251-5933; by ordering online at
www.lifeway.com; by emailing customerservice@lifeway.com; or by visiting a
LifeWay Christian Store. '




WordWatch

God d His vaton

In this unit you will take a brief look at the groups of people involved in the process
of God’s revealing Himself and the places where that process took place.

Watch for these words as you study this unit.

Canaan—refers to the area we commonly call Palestine. The terms Palestine and
Canaan are used interchangeably. The area is called Canaan because Noah’s grand-
son, Canaan, and his descendants settled in that area (Gen. 10:15-19).

Canon—means “reed” or “measuring stick.” It came to mean “a rule of faith,” and
eventually “a catalog or list.” Today, when we use the word canon, we are referring
to the books of inspired Scriptures that make up the Old and New Testaments of

the Bible.

Torah—word the Hebrews used to refer to the five books of the Law. These books
also are called the Pentateuch, a word which means “five-volume book.”

Books of Wisdom—also are known as the books of poetry in the Old Testament.
Wisdom is the preferred term because the books in that division of the Old Testa-

ment contain prose as well as poetry.
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Day 1

The People of Palestine

UNIT 1

Nothing excites me quite as much as taking a trip. If my family has planned a vaca-
tion or special trip, I think about it long in advance. I usually look at a map and
find the route we will take. Even during the trip, the road map is as much enter-
tainment as a necessity to help us get to our destination.

Think of this study of the Old Testament as a journey. Look for the exciting experi-
ences and events.

The Old Testament contains a myriad of people, places, circumstances, and stories.
You will find high drama and excitement. You will find people whose lives are filled
with sorrow and sadness. Most of all, you will experience God through the pages of
the Old Testament. '

)2 What do you want to gain from this study of the Old Testament?

)2 These learning activities will be the key to your success along the way:.
Don’t skip any of them.

This unit on “God and His Revelation” gives a brief look at the groups of people
involved in the process of God’s revealing Himself and the places where that process
took place. So many names and places may seem confusing, but you will find that
some of them are familiar to you already. When you have completed this unit, you
will be able to identify on a map the major population groups and significant places
in the Old Testament. That may not seem possible, but remember that runners
complete a marathon one step at a time. These are the first steps you will take in
your journey through the Old Testament.

The People of Palestine

This small area was made up of many groups of people including the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivities, and Jebusites (Ex. 3:17).

Hivites were a tribe mentioned in the Old Testament as being in various locations
in Palestine. The Jebusites lived in Jerusalem for many years. Joshua could not cap-
ture Jerusalem. David eventually took it by stealth and made it his capital.

The term Perizzites may refer to a class of people who lived outside the walls of the
inhabited cities. Perizzite means “villager.” This term also may have referred to a
group living in central Palestine. :

The Hittites came from an ancient kingdom north of Palestine in the area of mod-
ern Turkey. The kingdom of the Hittites ended about 1200 B.C.

The Amorites probaBly were people who lived in the central hill country of Pales-
tine. The designation Canaanites refers to general inhabitants of the land, especially
to those who lived west of the Jordan River.
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)2 Match the following tribes on the left with the correct description on the
right. Using a pencil, write the correct letters in the blanks.’

___ 1. Jebusites A. Inhabitants of the land west of the Jordan River
___ 2. Perizzites B. Lived in Jerusalem for many years

___ 3. Hittites C. From Turkey/in Central Hill Country

____ 4. Canaanites D. Villagers/central Palestine

)2 Check your answers at the bottom of the page. Did you miss some?
Don’t worry; this is an introduction. Simply erase the errors and write in
the correct answers. You will meet most of these folks again as you move
step-by-step through the Old Testament. Later, you will refer to the map
inside the front cover. By the end of this course, many of these nations
will be familiar to you.

Palestine is extremely small, only 145 miles from north to south and 90 miles across
at its widest point. Since Palestine occupied an area about the size of Vermont, the
groups were well-acquainted with one another. They were not divided into isolated
districts with border guards. Through much of the Old Testament history, the peo-
ple of Israel and the other groups lived together. They knew each others customs
and they influenced one another for both good and evil.

Major Enemies

)2 Use the map on the inside of the front cover to locate Egypt and her
primary enemies. Place a check beside each country as you locate it:

_ Egypt __ Syria ___ Babylon ___ Assyria.

You discovered Egypt’s enemies lived to the north with Palestine in between. The
location affected Israel because Egypt attempted to use Palestine as a buffer state.

Syrians lived immediately to the north of Palestine. Early in Israels history, they
proved a formidable force.

Assyria, with its capital at Nineveh, covered the area between the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers. These militaristic people sought to dominate the area of Palestine.

Babylon, also known as Chaldea, lay at the mouth of the Tigris and Euphrates. Under
Nebuchadnezzar they oppressed Palestine for several years beginning in 605 B.C.

Jlé Match the following nations on the left with the correct description on
the right. Using a pencil, write the correct letters in the blanks.?

___ 1. Egyptians A. North of Palestine

___ 2. Syrians B. Between Tigris and Euphrates River
____ 3. Babylonians C. Used Palestine as a buffer

__ 4. Assyrians D. At mouth of Tigris and Euphrates

Semitic Peoples Surrounding Palestine

The Semitic peoples who surrounded Palestine were related generally to the
Hebrews and observed similar practices and customs. To the south of Palestine was

‘Answers: 1-B; 2-D; 3-C; 4-A.
2Answers: 1-C; 2-A; 3-D; 4-B.
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Edom. The Edomites were descendants of Esau, Jacob’s twin brother. The Moabites,
descendants of Lot, lived in the high country east of the Jordan River and the Dead
Sea. The Ammonites, also Lots descendants, lived to the north of Moab.

The Philistines lived in the southwestern part of Palestine. The Philistines were sea
traders who migrated to Palestine about 1200 B.C., about the same time that the
people of Israel came to Canaan. Early in their history, before the time of David, the
Philistines dominated the Israelites who lived in the adjacent territories.

On the northern coast of the Mediterranean Sea, the Phoenicians made their living
by trading. They were known for trading in purple, a color associated with royalty.
Tyre and Sidon are in Phoenician territory:

' % Match the following tribes on the left with the correct description on the
right. Using a pencil, write the correct letters in the blanks.?

___ 1. Edomites A. East of the Dead Sea

___ 2. Moabites B. Southwestern part of Palestine
___ 3. Ammonites C. Northern coast of Palestine
____ 4. Philistines D. East of the Jordan River

__ 5. Phoenicians E. South of Palestine

% You may feel overwhelmed with so many tribes or nations. But again,
you probably were familiar with some. Match the names and descriptions
below. Then check your answers at the bottom of the page.*

1. Jebusites A. Villagers/central Palestine :
___ 2. Perizzites B. Inhabitants of the land west of the Jordan River
____ 3. Hittites C. Inhabitants of Jerusalem

__ 4. Canaanites D. North of Palestine

__ 5. Egyptians E. Between Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

__ 6. Syrians F. From Turkey/in Central Hill Country

___ 7. Babylonians G. Used Palestine as a buffer

__ 8. Assyrians H. East of the Dead Sea

_ 9. Edomites I. Southwestern part of Palestine

___10. Moabites J. Northern coast of Palestine

___11. Ammonites K. East of the Jordan River

__ 12, Philistines L. South of Palestine

___ 13. Phoenicians M. At mouth of Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

% Focusing on the various nations and tribes mentioned in the Old
Testament can remind you that nations influence each other. Can you think
of some modern nations that have had a significant impact on your nation in
recent years? Recite or read John 3:16 and Acts 1:8. For Christians, what are
some implications of these verses? Pause now and pray for the people in
other nations.

In light of this study, how should you pray and whom should you pray for?

*Answers: 1-E; 2-A; 3-D; 4-B; 5-C.
*Answers: 1-C; 2-A; 3-F; 4-B; 5-G; 6-D; 7-M; 8-E; 9-L; 10-H; 11-K; 12-I; 13-].



Unit1 | 11

The Land of Palestine

Palestine’s Name and Location

The Greek form of the term Philistine is Palestine. An older name for Palestine is
Canaan. The descendants of Canaan, a son of Ham, occupied Palestine west of the
Jordan (Gen. 10:6,15-20). These people were conquered by the Israelites under
Joshua. To be such a small area, the land of Palestine played a large role in the
ancient world. It continues to dominate much of contemporary history.

Palestine is a land bridge between Europe, Asia, and Africa. Any movement of goods
or people by land between the continents must move through Palestine. For this
reason, Palestine continues to play a significant role in world history.

Palestine’s Boundaries

Palestine’s boundaries have differed throughout history. Generally, the boundaries
have been the Mediterranean Sea on the west, called the sea or the Great Sea in the
Bible; the mountains of Lebanon on the north; and the Negeb Desert on the south.
The eastern border has been the most fluid. During the New Testament period, the
eastern border was the Arabian Desert. Today it is the Jordan River.

) 1dentify these boundaries on the map. Write the letter on the map for
the corresponding boundary. Check your answers with the map on the
inside front cover.

M -Mediterranean Sea

L - Mountains of Lebanon
N - Negeb Desert

A - Arabian Desert

J - Jordan River
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Palestine’s Size and Climate
)2 As you read, write the distances on the map.

Recall that Palestine is about the size of Vermont. With an interstate system, you could
travel north to south in about three hours and east to west in less than two hours.

In Galilee (in the north), the east to west journey may cover only about 20 miles.
But in the south, the east to west traveler would journey about 90 miles. From
north to south the distance is approximately 145 miles.

Palestine enjoys the subtropical Mediterranean climate. Rain comes in the winter
and spring; the summer is dry. Almost no rain falls during the Summer, so Palestine
is brown in summer and green in winter. Crops such as grain and barley are plant-
ed in the fall and harvested in May or June. Grapes are harvested in October. Pales-
tine’ coldest month is February, the warmest is August.

2 Take a quick memory check by filling in the following blanks. Look back
at the material you just read if you need to do so.

1. Palestine played a large role in the ancient world because it is a

between , and

2. Palestine is the Greek form of the word

3. Biblical boundaries for Palestine were the oﬁ the west, the
mountains of on the north, and the on the south.

4. Palestine is about the size of . It is about. miles
Widé in the north; and in the south about

5. Palestine’s Mediterranean climate consists of rain in __ and

; dry in . Grain and barley are planted in the

and harvested in or , grapes and

are harvested in

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

L" Meditate on the significance of biblical events that have taken place in

tiny Palestine. In that small area God chose to reveal Himself to a people He

chose as His own. Through those people He brought His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, into the world. What does the size of Palestine imply concerning:

Your place of residence? Your church?

Ask God to give you a vision of what He wants to do where you live.
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The Divisions of the Land and
Day 3 of the Old Testament

UNTIT 1 Natural Divisions of the Land of Palestine

% As you read the first part of today’s lesson, locate the following
geographical features and draw an arrow to the correct location on the
map below. You also may check your answers by the map on the inside
front cover.

The Maritime or Coastal Plains

Central Hill Country or
Western Highlands

The Southern Hill Country

Jordan River Valley

The Dead Sea

The Transjordan Plateau or
Eastern Highlands

o Samaria

Sea of Galilee

For such a small area, the geography of Palestine is varied. Looking at Palestine’s
four natural divisions helps us understand the land. We will look at these from west

to east.
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The Dead Sea is also
known as Salt Sea and
the Sea of Arabah.

The Coastal Plains. Running adjacent to the Mediterranean Sea are three plains:
The Plain of Acre in the north, the Plain of Sharon in the center, and the Philistine
Plain in the south.

The Plain of Acre is about five to eight miles wide extending north from Mt. Carmel.

The Plain of Sharon lies between Mt. Carmel and Joppa. It is about fifty miles long
and six to twelve miles wide. In ancient times, this plain was mostly marsh and
forests and probably never was settled.

The Philistines controlled the plain to the south. They made their living by trading
with other sea-faring people. Because the Philistines felt uncomfortable in the hills,
they usually did not extend their sphere of influence beyond their coastal plain.

% Locate the Coastal Plains on the map on page 13.

The Central Hill Country. The “backbone” of Palestine is an almost continuous
range of rough, rocky hills in western Palestine. Galilee is a mountainous area cut
from the Plain of Jezreel and several other plains.

Samaria. This area lay south of Galilee and made up the central part of the hill
country. After the fall of Samaria in 722 B.C., people in this area were known as
Samaritans.

The Southern Hill Country. At different times this area was known as Judah or
Judea. The eastern half of the hill country could be cultivated. The west is desolate
wilderness much like a desert. The wilderness of Judea in which Jesus experienced
His temptations is a rocky, dry desert area.

) Locate the Central Hill Country, Samaria, and Southern Hill Country on
the map.

The Jordan River Valley. The Jordan cleft is a great geological rift that splits Pales-
tine, running from Syria down through the Red Sea. .

The northern part of the Jordan River Valley is dominated by the Sea of Galilee. This
“sea” is really a small lake about 7 miles wide and 12 miles long. It lies 682 feet
below sea level at its surface and runs 600 feet deep. In the Scripture, it is know as
the Sea of Galilee, the Sea of Gennesaret, the Sea of Tiberias, or the Sea of Chinereth.

The Jordan Valley begins at the Sea of Galilee and runs 65 miles south emptying
into the Dead Sea.

The Dead Sea is one of the strangest places on the face of the earth. Although this
sea is 50 miles long, averages 10 miles across, and contains rich mineral deposits,
there is absolutely no life in it. It is the lowest point on the face of the earth. Its sur-
face is about 1300 feet below sea level, and its deepest point is almost another 1300
feet deep. The Dead Sea is fed from the north by the Jordan River, but has no out-
let. The water is so heavy with minerals that a person can float on its surface with
no effort at all.

The Eastern Highlands. This area lies to the east of the Jordan River. Four
streams—the Yarmuk, the Jabbok, the Arnon, and the Zered—flow west through
this region into the Jordan River. These streams divide the area into five regions
(from north to south): Bashan, Gilead, Ammon, Moab, and Edom.
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) 1. Locate the Jordan River Valley and Eastern Highlands on the map on
page 13.

M 2. Cixcle all correct answers in the following statements. Each statement
may have more than one correct answer. Answers are at the bottom of

the page.’

A. Another name for the Dead Sea is the (Salt Sea) (Sea of Arabah)
(Floating Sea).

B. Another name for the Sea of Galilee is the Sea of (Gennesaret) (Tiberias)
(Chinnereth).

The Nature of the Old Testamemnt

What do you already know about the nature of the Old Testament?
On the following practice questions mark the statements as T (true) or

F (false).

___ 1. The Old Testament was written over a period of more than 5,000
years.

2. In our English Bibles, the Old Testament usually is divided into seven
major parts.

3. The Books of Law also are known as the Pentateuch..

4. Books included in the poetical division also are described by the term
wisdom literature.

5. The Major Prophets division contains writings of the four most impor-
tant Old Testament prophets.

See if you can confirm your answers in the following section.
Old Testament Divisions
The Old Testament is a complex and diverse group of books written over a one

thousand-year period. In our English Bible, the Old Testament has five divisions,
each of which contains a different kind of material.

OLD TESTAMENT DIVISIONS

‘1. Law
2. History
3. Wisdom
4. Major Prophets
5. Minor Prophets

) Before reading any further, open your Bible to the table of contents for
the Old Testament. You will need this list for several activities as you

complete this unit.

- sAnswers to multiple choice: A-Salt Sea or Sea of Arabah;B-All three are correct. See the map on the inside front cover for cor-
rect locations.
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(Continued next Column)

The books of Law. The first five books in the Bible are called the books of the Law,
and they record events leading up to and surrounding the giving of the Law. These
books also are called the Pentateuch, a word which means “five-volume book.”

% Turn to Genesis 1. Now turn to Joshua 1. Notice how much material is
between your fingers. Those are the five books of Law. The first of the
five books of Law is Genesis; the last is Deuteronomy. Use your Bible’s
table of contents to write in the other books in the table in the margin.

The books of History. Much of the Old Testament is in the books of History. These
books tell the story of Israel from the time they entered the promised land until
their return from exile and the rebuilding of the temple. These books are not histo-
ry for history’ sake. Rather, they show the purposes of God in history.

Y2 Find Joshua 1 and Job 1 and place a finger at each. The material
between your fingers is the division of history. Note that the first two
divisions include slightly more than half of the Old Testament. The first
of the books of history is Joshua; the last is Esther. Use your Bible’s
table of contents to write in the other books in the margin.

The books of Wisdom. The books of Wisdom are also called books of Poetry. These
books contain a wide variety of materials. Job contains both poetry and prose.
Proverbs may be considered optimistic wisdom while Ecclesiastes appears quite
pessimistic. Lamentations can fit in this section or in the prophetic section.

)2 Now, in your Bible find Job 1 and Isaiah 1. This is the wisdom section.
The first of the books of Wisdom is Job; the last is Song of Songs. Use
your Bible’s table of contents to write the other books in the margin.

The books of Prophecy. The books of prophecy contain both prose and poetry. The
first section of the prophets is known as the Major Prophets not because they are
more important, but because they are longer.

)2 Compare the size of the last two divisions. Find Isaiah 1 and Hosea 1.
Now find the end of the Old Testament. Contrast the amount of
material. You can see clearly why the first 5 books are called the Major
Prophets and the latter 12 books are called the Minor Prophets. Use the
table of contents in your Bible to list them in the margin.

A. Cover the margin and number the major divisions listed below in the
proper order from 1 (first) to 5 (last).

___ Minor Prophets
__ Wisdom Literature
___ History

_ lLaw

___ Major Prophets

Use the margin to check your work.
. B. List all five divisions of the Old Testament in order without looking back.

1. 3. 5.

2. 4.
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Understanding the Old Testament

The Old Testament contains the record of Gods revelation of Himself to
humankind. Through His written word, God reveals Himself to His people and
helps them live the best lives possible. It was written to real, live human beings in
earlier times. It is a living word spoken to people in times of crises and need.

Since the Old Testament was written over almost a one-thousand-year period, it had
to be collected and preserved by people of faith. Through the centuries, people told
the message of God and retold the wonderful things God had done. Later, the
accounts of these experiences and messages were written down and preserved care-
fully by scribes who revered each account.

As God spoke to people in earlier days, He continues to speak through His Word
today. However, the writings of the Old Testament differ in a number of ways.
Understanding the Old Testament’s message requires careful study and interpreta-
tion. Future sessions will help you to read and study the Bible, giving careful and
prayerful consideration to what God is saying to you through His Word.

)2 Did you discover in your reading which answers for the practice
questions (p. 15) were true or false? Compare your answers with these:
1. False. It was written over more than 1,000 years. 2. False. The parts
are Law, History, Poetry, Major Prophets, Minor Prophets. 3. True. 4.
True. 5. False. The Books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel are
called major because they are the longest prophetic books.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Meditate for a few moments on the role that the Bible has played in
your life. Thank God for His Holy Word.

The Canon of the Old Testament

Canon-authoritative books

Recall the 39 books you listed in the margin table yesterday. Baptists and most
Protestants believe that those books along with the 27 New Testament books make
up the canon. Most Roman Catholics, however, include additional books called the
Apocrypha between the Testaments. For our study, we will use canon to refer to the
39 Old Testament books and the 27 New Testament books.

We believe that the books included in the canon are authoritative because they
came from God. They were written by persons whom God had inspired. The Bible
simply says that inspiration is a fact without explaining how it happened.

7 Using your own words, how would you explain to a Sunday School class
member the meaning of the term Old Testament Canon? Write your
response below, continuing on the following page.
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Divisions of Our Old
Testament Canon

1. Law
2. History
3. Wisdom
4. Major Prophets
5. Minor Prophets

Divisions of the Hebrew
Old Testament Canon

1. Torah (the Law)
2. Prophets (former and latter)
3. The Writings

The Law (Torah), 400 B.C.

Evaluate your answer:

o After hearing your explanation of Old Testament Canon, would your class member
know that the literal meaning of the word canon is a reed or measuring stick?

e Would the member understand that God’s people have accepted the books
included in the canon to be God’s authoritative Word?

* Would the member be aware that protestants do not have some books in their
canon that Roman Catholics have in theirs? ‘

2 What would you add or change to improve their understanding?

Languages of the Old Testament

Of course, you know the Old Testament was not written originally in English. But
do you know what the original languages were? O yes O no

% Which languages were originally in the Old Testament? Check two.

U Aramaic O Latin

U Hebrew

U English
U Greek

Almost all the Old Testament was written in Hebrew. However, some sections were
written in Aramaic, a language related to Hebrew and popular late in the Old Tes-
tament period and during the ministry of Jesus.

Confirmation of the Old Testament Canon
Do you remember the five major divisions of the Old Testament you learned yes- -
terday? They are listed in the margin. This is not the way the Hebrews divided the
Old Testament canon before the time of Christ. The Hebrew Bible contains three
parts. These three sections make up the canon of the Old Testament. The way any-
thing is constructed determines how it is used and how it is understood. This fact
is certainly the case with the Old Testament. Looking at the way the Old Testament
was divided will help us understand how we received our Bible and how we ought
to understand the individual books.

) As you read about these three divisions, circle the Bible books in each.
Place a star beside the date the books were considered authoritative.

The Law (Torah). The first section of the Hebrew canon is the Torah and contains
the books of the law—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, _alnd Deuteronomy.

Many Christians believe Moses wrote all or most of these books. The early accep-
tance of the books supports early authorship. We have two reasons for believing
that the people of God accepted them as authoritative by 400 B.C. First, the Samar-
itans accepted the Torah but denied the inspiration of any other books of the Old
Testament. By 400 B.C. the Samaritans had broken away from the Jews. Therefore,
the Law—only the Law—must have been considered authoritative by 400 B.C.



The Prophets, 200 B.C.

The Writings, 132 B.C.

Council of Jamnia A.D. 90
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Otherwise, the Samaritans would have taken the other books with them. Second,
Nehemiah 8 records Ezraks reading the Law. The traditional date for this event is
shortly after 450 B.C. If Ezra read the Law as we know it, then the Law must have
been considered authoritative by that time. How much earlier they received author-
itative status is unclear, but by 400 B.C. they were considered canonical.

The Prophets. The prophets make up the second section of the Hebrew canon. The
rabbis divided the prophets into former prophets and latter prophets. Each division

“contains four books. The former prophets were Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings

with Samuel and Kings being considered one book each.

We consider Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings to be historical books. However, the
Hebrews called them prophecy because they were written by persons considered to
be prophets and tell about what prophets did.

" The Books Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Book of the Twelve make up the latter

prophets. The Book of the Twelve consists of the twelve prophetic books of Hosea
through Malachi. Daniel is not among the prophets in the Hebrew canon.

We know the prophets were considered canonical by 200 B.C. or shortly thereafter.
At that time, a man named Ben-Sirach wrote a book entitled The Wisdom of Solomon
in which he mentioned the Law and the Prophets. So, by this time (180 B.C.), both
the Law and the Prophets must have been authoritative for people of faith.

The Writings. In 132 B.C., a grandson of Ben-Sirach translated his grandfather’s
work and added a preface in which he mentioned the Law, the Prophets, and other
books. Thus, a third section had been added to the canon. The other books later were
called the Writings. The Writings include everything in the Old Testament not found
in the Law and the Prophets. The Writings included the five scrolls of Judaism
which were connected with the feasts and fasts of Judaism. These were the Books
of Ruth, Song of Songs, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and Esther. One of the notable
inclusions in the Writings is the Book of Daniel. The Writings also included Chron-
icles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Job, Psalms, and Proverbs.

By New Testament time, the Old Testament Canon looked much like it is today. In
Luke 24:44, Jesus referred to the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms. In the Hebrew
Bible, the Writings began with the Psalms. By mentioning the Psalms, Jesus may
have been alluding to all the Writings. If this were the case, Luke 24:44 may refer
to the three-fold canon of the Old Testament.

Council of Jamnia

In A.D. 90, a council of rabbis met at Jamina to discuss the Scriptures. A few Old
Testament scholars believe that this council determined which books would be in
the canon. Most biblical scholars believe this group did not determine the books of
the canon but that new books would not be added. They probably acted in response
to the number of Christian writings loved and revered by Christians. Almost all of
the New Testament had been written by the time of the Council of Jamnia.

The council did not determine the canon; that had been done by people of faith
through the centuries. While they affirmed all the books in our Old Testament
Canon, they questioned whether five of them should be used in synagogue worship
for these reasons: (1) the Book of Esther does not contain the name of God; (2) the
Song of Songs is erotic in nature; (3) some passages in Proverbs such as 26:4 and
26:5 appear contradictory; (4) in Ezekiel, chapters 40—48 appear to be in conflict
with the law of Moses; and (5) Ecclesiastes is pessimistic in its outlook.
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In the end, the council affirmed a canon already chosen by the common decision of
faithful people.

,(Pé To highlight the significant points in today’s material , match the
following items on the left with the correct items on the right. Write the
correct letters in the blanks. Answers appear at the bottom of the page.®

_ 1. Ezras reading the Law, 444 B.C. A. Prophets accepted in canon
_ 2. Luke 24:44 B. Closed Old Testament canon
___ 3. Ben Sirach’s “The Wisdom C. Law accepted in canon
of Solomon,” 180 B.C. D. Referred to books later called
___ 4. Council of Jamnia, A.D.90 “the Writings”
___ 5. Preface to a translation of E. Jesus’ mention of the law,
“The Wisdom of Solomon,” prophets, and Psalms
132 B.C.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

L™ The canon was affirmed by a council meeting at Jamnia, but the books
of Scripture had proven themselves to be Gods Word in the lives of God’s
people. How has God spoken to your heart and life through His Word? Are
you giving God a regular opportunity to speak to you through His Word?
Commit yourself to doing that by filling in the blank lines below:

['will let God speak to me by regularly reading from His Word:

When:

Where:

The Text and Interpretation
Day 5 of the Old Testament

U N IT 1 The Text of the Old Testament

The Jews loved and revered the Law. Therefore, they took extra care to preserve and
protect it. What do you do with an old Bible? Chances are that you do not throw it
away. Perhaps you have a stack with worn out bindings.

Jews showed their reverence for the Law by making copies of it, not by saving worn,
tattered manuscripts. When an old manuscript became worn and frayed, they made
a new copy and destroyed the old one. So, we do not have hundreds of old Hebrew
manuscripts. We do have many New Testament manuscripts because those Scrip-
tures were preserved by people with a different mind-set than the Hebrews.

The oldest complete Old Testament manuscript dates back to A.D. 1008, over a
thousand years after the close of the Hebrew canon.

. ‘Answers: 1-C; 2-E; 3-A; 4-B; 5-D.
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Recent discoveries assure that our Bible is the same as original manuscripts of the
Old Testament. The Dead Sea Scrolls are the best example. In 1947 ancient manu-
scripts were discovered in a cave near the Dead Sea at a place called Qumran. Dat-
ing from 250 B.C. to A.D. 68, they contained a complete manuscript of the scroll
of Isaiah and fragments from every other Old Testament book except Esther. The
scroll of Isaiah dated from near Jesus’ time. Translated, it overwhelmingly agreed
with the text of Isaiah from A.D. 1008. The differences were extremely minor.

Through the centuries, faithful scribes preserved the integrity of the Old Testament.
Certainly, God worked among His people to preserve His word substantially as it
was first written by His people.

)7 Why are ancient copies of the Old Testament so rare?

)2 What is a major significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls?
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