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Introduction: For too long, eschatology, "the study of last things", has been the property of
fringe elements. The true significance of this crucial category of Biblical truth has been ignored
or de-emphasized by most serious Christians of our day. Even those who pay it lip service do not
seem to fully appreciate the critical importance of the doctrines of eschatology not only to
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spiritual growth, but to spiritual safety as well. They are in fact fundamental. For it is a tenet of
our faith that our generation is just as likely to be called upon to put them to practical use as any
other generation of Christians has been in the past or may be in the future. The "Lord's Prayer",
the model prayer given by Jesus to His disciple when asked "teach us how to pray as John taught
his disciples", is predicated on a future event to which all of us as Christians are instructed to
direct our gaze. After addressing our heavenly Father, both New Testament versions continue
with the statement "Thy kingdom come!" (Matt.6:9-13; Lk.11:2-4). The Greek aorist imperative
expresses a strong desire which should reflect the attitude of all believers. We should all
earnestly hope for and daily express in our prayers our desire for the establishment of the
Kingdom of God here on earth. It is only in this way that we shall truly see His "will done on
earth as it is in heaven". What we are to look forward to with such intent, however, can only
occur after nearly all of the prophecies of future events have first taken place. The great
apostasy, the rise of the beast and false prophet, the terrible persecutions and cataclysmic events
of the tribulational period must all precede the final establishment of the Kingdom of God, after
the reign of our Lord Jesus Christ has finally "put all of his enemies beneath His feet"
(1Cor.15:25). As believers, we need to ask ourselves, "are we ready to meet the challenges of the
last times?"

I. Global Eschatology

The Plan of God for history, the world, mankind and angelic kind as a whole, bringing divine
judgment, restoration and replacement to all things in a perfect and perfectly righteous way.

1. God’s Plan for Human History
God created the material universe (Gen.1:1). Therefore God controls the universe (Ps.33:6-9).

God created time (Heb.1:1-2; cf. Acts 17:26; Ps.74:16-17). Therefore God controls time
(Ps.75:2).

God is omniscient (Ps.139:1-4). Therefore God knew everything in advance (Is.46:10).

God is not reacting to the evil of this world (Ps.33:10-11). Rather, God has planned every detail
of history for our ultimate good (Rom.8:28-30; cf. Is.25:1; Eph.1:11).

God desires the salvation of all of His creatures (Acts 17:27; Jn.3:16; Eph.3:11; 1Tim.2:4;
2Pet.3:9; Jn.12:47b). But God will be justified and vindicated over all who choose evil rather
than good (Rom.3:4). “History” is the working out of the plan of God wherein His creatures
demonstrate and confirm the fundamental choice they make for or against Jesus Christ (compare
1Pet.1:2 with Ex.9:16). Thus in all things, God is “in control” (Eph.2:1-10).



But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of His heart through all
generations. Psalm 33:11 NIV

A. Judgment, Restoration and Replacement I: Positional Victory (Progeny and Promise)

1. Judgment I: of Satan and the universe

a. The devil rebelled against God in eternity past (Is.14:4-20; Ezek.28:12-19).

b. God responded by devastating the earth and removing light from the universe (cf. the
gap and disparity between Gen.1:1 and Gen.1:2; Is.45:18).

2. Restoration I; of Earth

a. God restored the earth to habitability and limited light to the universe in six literal days
(Gen.1:3-31; Gen.2:4-5).

b. The “fossil record” dates not from the earth’s restoration but from the era of Satan’s
rebellion at some indeterminate time in the past (Gen.1:1 compared with Gen.2:4-5).

3. Replacement I: Adam and the Last Adam for Satan

a. God created Man as a replacement for the devil and his rebellious angels (Gen.1:26-30;
2:4-25).

b. Without the temptation and fall, the human population of Eden would have rapidly
expanded to the necessary replacement level (Gen.1:28).

4. Satan’s Reaction: The temptation and fall of Adam and Eve

a. The devil assumed that by luring Adam and Eve into sin he would destroy God’s plan
to replace him (compare Gen.2:17 with Gen.3:4).

b. But the fall of Man merely opened the way for salvation through the saving work of the
Son of Man, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Gen.3:21; 1Cor.15:22; 15:45).

B. The Focus of God’s Plan for Human History, Jesus Christ, His Person and His Work

1. The One Central Person of Human History: From the divine point of view, Jesus Christ, His
Person and His work, is history, and our lives are defined and evaluated solely by our response to
Him in faith or lack thereof (Jn.14:6; Rom.1:18-23; cf. Ps.19:1-6; Acts 17:26-27; Heb.13:8).




2. The Two Phases of Human History: The Foreshadowing and Fulfillment of Jesus Christ: The
Old and New Covenants: The cross divides history into two discrete phases, both referencing
history’s central Person, our Lord Jesus Christ.

a. The Old Covenant: Looking ahead to the cross through rituals and animal sacrifices,
the Old Covenant was characterized by shadows (i.e., belief in and anticipation of the Messiah
and His sacrifice: Col.2:17; Heb.8:5; 10:1).

b. The New Covenant: Looking back at the cross with the benefit of the entire canon of
scripture, the New Covenant is characterized by reality (i.e., belief in and appreciation of the
revelation of Jesus Christ and His sacrifice: Lk.2:32).

3. The Three Wilderness-Pilgrimage Eras of Human History: We believers are pilgrims and
strangers in this world, walking the highway to Zion in the footsteps of Jesus Christ (Ps.84:5-7;
Heb.11:13-16; cf. 1Chron.29:15; Ps.39:12; 63:1; 119:19; Heb.11:37-38; 13:13-14; 1Pet.1:1;
2:11), sojourning here in the devil’s world (1Jn.5:19; cf. 1Cor.7:29-31), and experiencing God’s
grace provision in this desert during one of three pilgrimage eras:

a. The Gentile era: The first wilderness-pilgrimage era (Gentile) runs from the expulsion
of Adam and Eve from the garden of Eden until the call of Abraham. Its pilgrim-believers are
exclusively gentiles. In this era, there is an individual focus to the pilgrimage (i.e., following
God as separate persons).

b. The Jewish era: The second wilderness-pilgrimage era (Jewish) runs from the call of
Abraham until the birth of Christ, when its completion is postponed till the commencement of
the Tribulation. Its pilgrim-believers are primarily Jewish (along with gentiles in association
with Israel). In this era, there is a national focus to the pilgrimage (i.e., following God as
members or associates of a national community established by God and dedicated to Him,
namely, Israel).

c. The Church era: The third wilderness-pilgrimage era (Church) runs from the day of
Pentecost until the onset of the Tribulation. Its pilgrim-believers are both Jews (the original
branch) and gentiles (grafted into Israel) combined into the single body of Christ. In this era,
there is a corporate focus to the pilgrimage (i.e., following God as intimate members of His
family, the body of Christ which is the Church universal).

4. The Four Ages of Human History: The four ages of human history are defined by the nature of
the revelation of Jesus Christ in each (represented by the faces of the four cherubs in Ezekiel
chapter one and ten, and in Revelation chapter four):

a. Gentile Age: Christ promised to all humanity in general as Savior (Gen.3:15-16). From
Adam to Abraham.



b. Jewish Age: Christ promised to Israel in particular as Messiah (Jer.23:5-6). From
Abraham to Christ.

c. Church Age: Christ having been revealed in Person in the (virgin-born) flesh in
humility as the suffering Servant (1Jn.1:1-3). From the First Advent to the Second Advent.

d. Millennial Age: Christ having been revealed in Person in the (resurrected) flesh in
glory as the King (Is.2:1-4). From the Second Advent to the New Jerusalem.

5. The Five Dispensational Divisions of Human History: God’s dispensations or “stewardships”
are periods of time distinguished by the different grace means He uses in each one to “dispense”
through various “stewards” the resources of truth necessary for seeking Him to all those who
desire to do so (Eph.3:2).

a. Gentile Patriarchy: from Adam to Abraham God dispensed his truth and grace
primarily through individuals like Enoch (Gen.5:21-24; Heb.11:5), Noah (Gen.6:9; 6:13-14;
Heb.11:7) and Job (Job 1:8).

b. Jewish Patriarchy: from Abraham to Moses God dispensed his truth and grace
primarily through Jewish patriarchs beginning with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ( Gen.15:12-16;
26:2-5; 28:13-15).

c. The Mosaic Law: from Moses to Christ God dispensed his truth and grace primarily
through the nation Israel (Is.42:6; 43:21; 49:6; Acts 13:47).

d. The Church: from Christ’s first advent to His Second Advent God is dispensing his
truth and grace exclusively through the Church of Jesus Christ (Eph.1:9-10; 3:8-10; Col.1:25-27;
1Tim.1:4). God’s dispensation of the truth at the present time is not now fixed or focused on any
particular nation but has been handed over to all believers, namely, the Church at large (this shift
in approach was signaled by our Lord in the parable of the tenants: Matt.21:33-46; Mk.12:1-11;
Lk.20:6-19).

e. The Millennium: from Christ’s return to the end of history God will dispense his truth
and grace primarily through our Lord’s direct rule of the world (Jer.31:33-34; Is.11:9; Rev.21-
22).

6. The Six Chronological Periods of Human History: These six periods divide history from a
secular point of view, listing in chronological order the significant divisions of human history
rather than categorizing them on the basis of any spiritual significance (which is the basis for the
five categories that precede and the one which follows). “Six” is the number of Man, and these
six periods present history largely from the point of view of the devil’s attacks on mankind.




a. The Antediluvian Period: From the fall to the flood. Primary satanic target: true
humanity.

b. The Postdiluvian Gentile Period: From the flood to Abraham. Primary satanic target:
freedom and law.

c. The Jewish Period: From Abraham to Christ. Primary satanic target: the people and
the nation of Israel.

d. The Church Period: From Christ to the beginning of the Tribulation. Primary satanic
target: the truth of the Word of God.

e. The Tribulational Period: The seven years preceding the return of Christ. Primary
satanic target: all of the above (humanity, freedom and law, Israel, truth) along with a particular
emphasis on eradicating believers from the earth, as the devil employs any and all means
available to him in the short time he has remaining.

f. The Millennial Period: The thousand years following the return of Christ. Primary
satanic target: the rule of Christ (attacked after Satan is released at the end of the period).

7. The Seven Days of Human History: Analogous to the seven, literal Genesis days God used for
reconstruction of the earth, so also God has organized “human history” into seven millennial
“days”, that is, seven periods of one thousand years each, with the seventh being, like the seventh
Genesis day, a period of rest:

Days 1 and 2: The Gentiles: (ca. 4065-2065 B.C.)

a. The Antediluvian Civilization:
Time Frame: From Adam’s fall to circa Noah.
Challenge to believers: To maintain and develop faith in God while transitioning
from perfect environment to the hardships of the present world.

b. The Division of the Nations:
Time Frame: From circa Noah to Abraham.
Challenge to believers: To maintain and develop faith in God in the face of
unprecedented satanic attacks (i.e., the genetic dilution of Genesis chapter six, and Satan’s post-
flood attempt to establish one-world government).

Days 3 and 4: Israel: (ca. 2065-2 B.C.) [the 70 years of the Babylonian captivity excepted; the
seven years of the Tribulation still future]

c. The Nation of Israel:
Time Frame: From Abraham to circa David.
Challenge to believers: To maintain and develop faith in God as His unique
witnesses (and as primary targets of the devil) in the midst of a pagan world.

d. The Kingdom of Israel:
Time Frame: From circa David to Christ.




Challenge to believers: To maintain and develop faith in God as members (or
associates) of His unique nation Israel (the central point of satanic opposition) in the midst of a
world of devil-worshiping nations.

Days S and 6: The Church: (ca. 33-2033 A.D.)

e. Centralized Christianity:
Time Frame: From Christ to circa the schism of the Church.
Challenge to believers: To maintain and develop faith in God despite growing
opposition to the truth from monolithic, bureaucratic pseudo-Christianity.

f. Decentralized Christianity:
Time Frame: From circa the schism of the Church to the Second Advent.
Challenge to believers: To maintain and develop faith in God in the face of
mounting attacks on the truth from all quarters (religious, social, economic and political),
culminating in the most intense period of pressure and opposition in human history, the
Tribulation.

Day 7: The Kingdom of God (the Sabbath Day): (ca. 2033-3033 A.D.)

g. The Millennium:
Time Frame: From the Second Advent of Christ to the Gog-Magog Rebellion.
Challenge to believers: To maintain and develop faith in God while transitioning
from the devil’s world to Christ’s perfect rule over mankind (sinful human beings facing the
ultimate prosperity test).

8. Evidence for the "Seven Days" Interpretation

a. The construction of the ages: The ages of human history have been purposefully
constructed by God for judging evil, restoring righteousness, and replacing evil-doers with
faithful followers, all through the agency and saving work of His Son (Heb.11:3).

b. The Millennium: The Millennium, the final period of human history and the only
period of human history specifically named in scripture, is most definitely described as a period
of one thousand literal years (Rev.20:1-7), and as a period of rest directly analogous to Genesis
day 7 (Is.61:2; 63:4).

c. Days and Millennia: While from the human perspective the difference between a day
and a millennium is immense, to God, the Creator and Master of time, the difference between
these two finite chronological periods is insignificant (Ps.90:4; 2Pet.3:8).




d. Biblical Usage: The Bible often uses relatively short periods of time (hours, days,
weeks) to designate much longer chronological periods, reflecting God’s complete sovereignty
over time:

1) The “year of redemption” in Isaiah 63:4 refers to the Millennium.

2) The “day of vengeance” in both Isaiah 34:8 and 63:4 refers to the Millennium.

3) The “day of salvation” in Isaiah 49:8 refers to the Church’s two thousand years
in addition to the Millennium (cf. 2Cor.6:1-2).

4) The “seventy sevens” prophecy of Daniel chapter nine uses each day of the
“week” to represent a one year period (Dan.9:25-27).

5) The “time, times and half a time” of Revelation 12:14 refers to the three and
one half years of the Great Tribulation. (as in Dan.4:16 the seven “times” are seven years).

e. Biblical Chronology: The Bible records approximately 2000 years from Christ to
Abraham and 2000 years from Abraham to Adam. With the Gentile and Jewish ages both
covering ca. 2000 years, and that the Millennium, the final “day” in God’s plan for human
history, covering 1000 years, we posit a comparable 2000 years for the Church age. This results
in a total of 7000 years wherein each millennium is reckoned as “a day” in God’s system.

f. The Analogy of the Week: As the Sabbath age, the Millennium of its own accord
invites us to posit six prior thousand year “days”. This is especially so when we consider that the
original period of time wherein God began the process of restoration and replacement known as
human history was the original week of seven days, also ending in a day of rest (Gen.1:3ff.).

g. The Seven Days of Re-Creation: The seven day week is a reflection of God’s overall
design of human history. This can be seen by comparing the original week of re-creation with
the millennial week it foreshadows. During the original seven days, God conducted a
comprehensive restoration of the world which closely parallels His Plan for replacing Satan and
his followers during the seven thousand years of human history.

The Seven Genesis Days compared with the Seven Millennial Days:

Genesis Days Millennial Days

Day 1: separated: light from darkness (general) separated: the truth from the lie
Day 2: separated: waters from waters yielding air ~ separated: freedom from the devil’s coercion

Day 3: separated: the dry land from water separated: a holy people from a pagan world
filled: vegetation filled: Israel the vine

Day 4: filled: regulating heavenly bodies filled: Israel the standard-setting nation
separated: light from darkness (specific) separated: right from wrong

Day 5: filled: fish and birds filled: the Church’s evangelistic base

Day 6: filled: terrestrial animals and livestock filled: the Church’s evangelistic expansion
completion: the First Adam by Eve completion: the Last Adam by the Church

Day 7: rest: blessing on the re-created world rest: blessing on the re-claimed world



h. The Jewish Ceremonial Calendar: The ceremonial calendar established by the Mosaic
Law mirrors the overall progression of God’s plan for human history, likewise evidencing the
seven millennial days. This calendar is essentially composed of four “gaps” (periods of no
festivals) separated by three, week-long festival clusters (Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and
Tabernacles). The four gaps represent the gentile age, Jewish age, Church age, and Millennium
respectively, and occur in the calendar in the same order as their chronological occurrence. The
three week long festivals are symbolic of the last three ages of human history, the Jewish Age,
Gentile Age and Millennium respectively. The three festivals, complete seven day weeks, each
accomplish conceptually the symbolic task of designating one of these four major divisions of
history, and as such appear in the exact same proportions as the overall history they represent
(i.e., seven days each, a perfect whole, just as the plan of God for human history is likewise
contained in seven millennial days). The increasing length of the gaps which follow these
festivals represents the proportion of believers called out in the Jewish Age, Gentile Age and
Millennium respectively (with the stream of believers entering into the family of God growing
ever larger until it reaches flood-tide in the Millennium).

1. The Testimony of Irenaeus: The writings of Irenaeus, perhaps our last extra-biblical
witness to the original New Testament eschatological teachings (before such views were
squelched by the increasingly secular church), clearly show that this was the way in which he
understood the critical passages of Psalm 90:4 and 2™ Peter 3:8. For, in Adversus Omnes
Haereses 5.28.3, the millennial day interpretation is put as fact.

j- The Problem of Science and the Bible: Differences between what the Bible teaches and
the latest theories put forward by science about the construction of the universe need not cause

believers concern, for the world was made by God in a manner and in a fashion which cannot be
discerned through human skill (Heb.11:3; cf. 2Pet.3:3-7; 2Tim.3:7-9)

k. Chronology in the Bible:

1) As the Creator, God invented, created, and controls time and everything that
takes place within it (Ps.56:8; 139:16; Jer.33:25; Rom.8:28-30; Eph.1:11; 1Pet.1:2).

2) It is not accidental that the Bible contains much chronological data.

3) To be useful to us, biblical chronological data must be correctly matched to the
system of reckoning time we now use.

4) This process has a number of systemic problems, such as the A.D./B.C. shift,
inclusive counting in biblical times, differences in the exact length of months and years as then
reckoned, in the start times of years, and the use of multiple reckoning methods in the Bible.

5) Biblical chronological information, however, is not only absolutely accurate,
but also extremely precise (cf. Ex.12:40-42).

6) We have been given this information in order to know and understand the
chronological facts the Bible records (Matt.16:3; 24:32-35;1Thes.5:1-3).

7) As the ruler of time, it is within God’s authority both to establish any system
He desires (such as the seven millennial day system), and to “change the times and the seasons”
should He so desire (Dan.2:21). God is not bound to honor any human system of chronology.




9. Specific Chronology of the Seven Days of Human History

a. The Life of Christ: From God’s perspective, time, history is about Jesus Christ, and
Jesus Christ is the focus of history. Scripture calls the period of our Savior’s earthly life the
“conjunction of the Ages” (Heb.9:26; cf. Rom.5:6; Gal.4:4; 1Tim.2:6; Tit.1:3; Heb.1:1-2;
1Pet.1:20), and so it is, for His birth marks the postponement of the Jewish Age (cf. Matt.11:12;
Mk.1:15; Lk.12:49ff.), while His death, resurrection and ascension to heaven signal the imminent
commencement of the Church Age (Acts 1:4-5; cf. Matt. 27:51; Mk.7:27; Jn.2:4; 7:8; Heb.9:10).
Therefore all systems of biblical chronology must begin and end with Jesus Christ.

1) The Date of the Birth of Christ: Luke 3:1 states that John began baptizing
“during the fifteenth imperial year of Tiberius” (i.e., from August 19" of A.D. 28 to August 18"
of A.D. 29). Since Jesus was “about thirty”’at the commencement of His public ministry
(Lk.3:23), an event that post-dates the time when John began baptizing, the birth of Christ is to
be fixed ca. 1-2 B.C.

2) The Date of the Census: The census described in Luke 2:1-3 is not the census
of Quirinius. Properly translated, Luke 2:2 states that “this was a census which occurred prior to
Quirinius’ governorship of Syria”. Luke’s census was part of Augustus’ universalization of the
census process occurring empire-wide in seven year cycles. Since each cycle included a year of
registration followed by a year of official recording, we conclude that Christ was born in 2 B.C.
during the universal census of 2/1 B.C. (as Joseph and Mary journeyed to Bethlehem to fulfill
their legal requirements during the year of registration).

3) The Date of the Crucifixion of Christ: Since John the baptist’s ministry began
sometime after August 19" of 28 A.D., the time-frame of September-October 28 A.D. has much
to recommend it as the true start of John’s ministry. This would fix Jesus’ baptism and therefore
the coincident start of Jesus’ earthly ministry precisely at the point indicated by Luke (Lk.3:23),
that is, at “approximately” (Greek hosei) the age of 30 years old in September-October of 30
A.D.(only weeks away from His thirtieth birthday assuming a December date). Following this
reasoning, Passover of 33 A.D., three and one half years later, will be the correct date for the
crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord. Christ’s earthly life is the center-piece of God’s
chronological design of human history, “the fulness of times” (Gal.4:4), and “the conjunction of
the ages” (Heb.9:26b; cf. Heb.1:2). It is a 33 year interlude in the progression of the seven
millennial days, which, aside from the final seven years of the Tribulation (cf. Dan.9:20-27),
marks the termination of the Jewish Age (Mk.1:15), and the commencement of the Church Age
(Matt.21:43; Mk.12:9; Lk.20:16). This thirty-three year interval, the exact period of time that
David (a type of His coming Son) reigned in Jerusalem, is a grace period around which the rest
of human history pivots, for within it Jesus Christ was offered to the world (though the world
rejected Him). Christ’s birth in 2 B.C. is the critical departure point for calculating God’s
historical timetable backward, while the date of His death and resurrection, 33 A.D., is the basis
from which to reckon the scheme of history that follows.
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b. Days 4-3, and 2-1: Jewish and Gentile millennial days: Both the Age of the Gentiles
and the Jewish Age comprise two millennial days each (as does the Church Age). Working
backward from the birth of Christ in 2 B.C., biblical records reflect a four thousand year period
from this date back to the fall of Adam when taking into consideration that: 1) The Age of Israel
still has seven years to run (i.e., Daniel’s 70" week, otherwise known as the Tribulation:
Dan.9:27), thus reducing Israel’s two millennial days to 1993 years; and 2) The Babylonian
captivity (586-516 B.C.), wherein Israel’s functioning as God’s mechanism for the distribution of
His divine truth was held in abeyance, does not count against the two thousand years of the
Jewish Age (thus adding 70 years to the chronology).

1) The Jewish Age (2165 - 2 B.C.):

. to 1444 B.C. (the Exodus): retrogressing 1442 years (from 2 B.C.) to the Exodus in 1444
B.C., based upon 1* Kings 6:1 which states that the 4™ year of King Solomon’s reign (ca.
964 B.C.) occurred 480 years after the Exodus (i.e., ca. 1444 B.C.).

. to 1874 B.C. (Jacob in Egypt): retrogressing from 1444 B.C. a further 430 years to the
time of Jacob’s arrival in Egypt, based upon Exodus 12:40 (which states that Israel
remained in Egypt after Jacob’s arrival exactly 430 years), and thus taking us to 1874
B.C.

. to 2004 B.C. (Jacob’s birth): retrogressing from 1874 B.C. a further 130 years to Jacob’s
birth, based upon Genesis 47:9 where Jacob tells Pharaoh on his arrival in Egypt that he
is 130 years old.

. to 2064 B.C. (Isaac’s birth): retrogressing from 2004 B.C. a further 60 years to the birth
of Isaac, based upon Genesis 25:26, where we learn that Isaac was sixty when Jacob was
born.

. to 2065 B.C. (Abraham’s circumcision): retrogressing from 2064 B.C. one year to the
circumcision of Abraham, the event which marks the beginning of the Jewish Age
(Gen.17-18; cf. Rom.4:9-12). Subtracting from 2065 two years for the birth of Christ in 2
B.C. and seventy years for the Babylonian captivity, we are left with 1993 years, the
entire two millennial days of the Jewish age (minus the 7 years of Daniel’s 70" week, the
yet future Tribulation).

2) The Age of the Gentiles (4065 - 2165 B.C.):

. to 2164 B.C. (Abraham’s birth): retrogressing 99 years from 2065 to the birth of Abraham
based upon Genesis 17:24.

. to 2456 B.C. (the flood): retrogressing 292 years from 2164 to the great flood by adding
the intervals between generations from Abraham to Shem, based upon Genesis 11:10-26.

. to 3056 B.C. (Noah’s birth): retrogressing 600 years to the birth of Noah by adding the
intervals between generations from Shem to Noah, based upon Genesis 7:6 and 7:11 -
8:14.

. to 4112 B.C. (Adam’s creation): retrogressing 1056 years to the creation of Adam by
adding the intervals between generations from Noah to Adam, based upon Genesis 5:3-
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29. Allowing exactly 2,000 years for the Age of the Gentiles from 2065 to 4065 and
subtracting the latter figure from 4112, we posit that Adam sinned and was expelled from
the garden at the chronological age of 47 (i.e., he was already mature when created, then
fell 47 years after his mature creation).

c. Days 5 and 6: the two millennial days of the Church: The Church Age also comprises
two millennial days. Working forward two complete thousand year periods from 33 A.D., the
year of our Lord’s crucifixion and resurrection, would bring us to the year 2033 A.D. as the date
of our Lord’s return and the beginning of His millennial reign. Subtracting seven years from this
total, gives us the year 2026 A.D. as the time of the commencement of the seven year
tribulational period. Although our Lord’s crucifixion and resurrection occurred in the spring at
the time of the Passover, the Tribulation will begin with the cycle of festivals occurring in the
fall. The sixth month hiatus (between the spring and fall of 2026 A.D.) constitute the “half hour
of silence” (Rev.8:1), the final grace period before the commencement of that great” hour of
testing” begins (Rev.3:10).

d. The Break-points of the Three Pairs of Days: The occurrence of divinely significant
events at the junctions of the ages is also a strong argument in favor of the millennial day
interpretation advanced above. The Gentile, Jewish and Church Ages, though consisting of two
millennial days each, are integral wholes or “pairs of days”, with each divided from the other
through the occurrence of the following unique events:

1) Gentile Age: Begins with the fall of Adam: The initial promise of the
Messiah accompanies this event (Gen.3:15; 3:21).

2) Jewish Age: Begins with the circumcision of Abraham: The specific
promise of the Seed of Abraham, Jesus Christ, accompanies this event (Gen.17:1-27).

3) Jewish Age: Ends with the birth of Christ: The Word becomes flesh through
this event (Jn.1:14; see above on the time of Christ’s earthly life as the unique conjunction of the
ages).

4) Church Age: Begins with the death and resurrection of Christ: The promise
of salvation has now been fulfilled (2Cor.1:19-20), and the expansion of our Lord’s Church
begins.

5) Church Age: Ends with the return of Christ: The resurrection occurs and the
kingdom commences at this time (Rev.20:4-6)

e. Day 7: The Millennium: The Millennium is in many ways the capstone of the seven
days of human history, a time of blessing as close to perfection as yet sinful mankind can
experience, with, Satan, the prime instigator of evil, temporarily removed from the world
(Rev.21:1-3), and the Son of God Himself reigning upon the earth (Rev.11:15). The Millennium
will commence almost immediately following Christ’s return (following a short period of
purification: Dan.12:11-12), and last for one thousand years (ca. 2033-3033). Following the
elapse of the one thousand years, the devil will be released and a short period of human rebellion
and swift divine judgment will ensue (Rev.21:3; 21:7-10). Scripture is silent as to the length of

12



this postscript to history (although it is “short”: Rev.21:3), but we do know that at its conclusion,
the world as we know it will cease to exist, being subsumed forever by our eternal home, the
New Heavens and the New Earth — a place where only righteousness will dwell (2Pet.3:10-13;
Rev.21:1-4; cf. Is.60:21). This “new day” will have no end, as we who have chosen for God will
have the inestimable privilege of living with Him and His Son forever (Rev.22:3-5). The shifting
of the “Lord’s day” from the Saturday Sabbath (the seventh millennial day in history’s seven day
structure) to Sunday, is indicative and evocative of this “new day” that will never come to an end
(cf. Rev.1:10).

f. The Tribulational Overlap: The Tribulation’s seven years belong both to the Church
Age (its final seven years) and to the Jewish Age (its final seven years: Daniel’s seventieth week;
cf. Dan.9:24-27). Both the Jewish and Church Ages are initially divided by the life of Christ (His
birth marking the temporary end of the former and the beginning of the latter), but are ultimately
joined together in the period preceding His Second Advent. This is fitting, in that both Jews and
gentiles together form the true Body of Christ. Other indications that the final seven years of the
Church Age run concurrently with the Tribulation include:

1) the fact that the completion of the gentile complement of the Body of Christ is
coterminous with Israel’s change of heart at the Second Advent (viz., at the end of the
Tribulation: Rm.11:25-26).

2) the fact that this present era, described as “the times of the gentiles (that is to
say, a time and a time [period] of 1,000 years each: Lk.21:24), will not come to an end as long as
Jerusalem is “trodden under foot” (i.e., not until the return of Christ at the end of the
Tribulation).

3) the fact that the current Church Age trend of antichrist-type deceivers will only
reach its culmination with the unveiling of the antichrist during the Tribulation (1Jn.2:18).

4) the fact that the prophesied (and already observable) trend towards apostasy on
the part of the Church will only reach its fulfillment in the Tribulation (compare Rev.3:14-20
with 2Thes.2:3).

5) the fact that the Church Age is in a very real and scriptural way part of the “end
times” (1Cor.10:11; Heb.1:2; 1Pet.1:20; 1Jn.2:18), a principle that makes little sense if it is to be
excluded from the conclusive period of the “last days”, the Tribulation.

6) the fact that much of our hope as Christians consists in our looking forward
eagerly to the return of our Lord, an event that will take place at the end of the Great Tribulation
(1Thes.4:13-18; Tit.2:13).

7) the fact that, in this way, the Church Age will end in the same miraculous
fashion in which it was ushered in, with great satanic opposition, and surpassingly great divine
provision and manifestation (cf. Joel 2:28-32, a passage equally applicable to Pentecost and the
events preceding the Second Advent: compare with Acts 2:16-21; cf. [s.32:15; 44:3; Jer.31:33-
34; Ezek.36:24-27; 37:9; Zech.12:10).

C. Things to Come: Judgment, Restoration and Replacement Phases L, IT and III: The plan of
God, as set forth here, can be seen as working in three distinct phases. This three phase process,
consisting of Judgment, Restoration and Replacement, phases L, II, and III respectively, is God’s
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plan for total victory in response to the rebellion of Satan, and is given here in overview (for
details on Phase I, see above; for details on Phases II and III, see below):

1. Phase I: Constitution: Lays the foundation for the eternal victory (the "much" phase).

a. Judgment I: the Genesis Gap: Judgment is passed upon Satan and his angels while the
devil’s original headquarters, the pre-historic earth, is devastated and the original universe
plunged into darkness. See section A.2 above.

b. Restoration I: the Seven Days of Re-creation: Earth is restored to a habitable
environment (during the Seven Days of Re-creation). See section A.2 and section B.8.g above.

c. Replacement I: the First and the Last Adams: The creation of the first Adam begins the
human race (the source of eventual replacement for Satan and his angels). The gift of the Last
Adam, Jesus Christ, provides the grace necessary for the salvation of the human race after the fall
through the Messiah’s work on the Cross. The Church can then be called out for replacement.
See section A.3 above.

2. Phase II: Completion: Realizes eternal objectives with victory in time (the “more” phase)

a. Judgment II: the Tribulation: God’s judgment upon the devil’s kingdom and upon his
earthly subjects. Satan and his angels are expelled from heaven and later imprisoned

b. Restoration II: the Millennium: Earth is restored to an environment of blessing.

c. Replacement II: Christ the King and His Church: Christ the King replaces Satan as the
de facto ruler of the earth. The Church is resurrected in replacement.

3. Phase III: Consummation: Crowns the victory with surpassing blessing (the “most” phase)

a. Judgment III: the Final Judgment: Satan and his angels are removed to the lake of fire
along with unbelieving humanity (following the Great White Throne judgment).

b. Restoration III: the New Heavens and the New Earth: The New Heavens, New Earth
and New Jerusalem provide an unparalleled and eternal environment of perfect blessing.

c. Replacement III: the Advent of the Father: Along with Christ, the Father will rule
forever from earth. The Church is complemented by the double portion of millennial believers.

D. God’s Disposition of Satan: A Historical Overview

1. God’s initial disposition of Satan:
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a. God’s First Best Will Rejected: Although created in perfection and inhabiting a perfect
universe, Satan and his followers rejected God’s perfect plan for them, choosing rebellion instead
of obedience.

b. Judgment and Demotion: Having rejected God and mutinied against Him, Satan and
his followers were judicially condemned by God for their rebellion and removed from their
positions of service to Him (Jn.16:11; cf. Job 4:18; 15:15; 21:22; Matt.25:41; Rev.20:10).

c. Judgment on the Universe: The original heavens and earth, having been contaminated
by the sinful actions of the devil and his followers (cf. Job 25:5), were summarily judged by God,
and plunged into utter darkness (Gen.1:1-2).

d. The Delay of Execution: Having judged the universe, God nevertheless deferred
execution of Satan’s sentence pending the completion of an as yet unforeseen event: human
history (cf. Gen.6:3; Rom.2:4; 3:25-26; 9:22; 2Pet.3:9; 3:15). This delay, which we call human
history, accomplished the following:

1. The glorification of God through the successful completion of His plan
(centered upon His Son, Jesus Christ) in all its particulars despite all opposition.

2. The vindication of God by demonstrating the devil’s complete recalcitrance and
unwillingness to repent in contrast to God’s faithfulness toward His new creature, Man. God is
thereby vindicated in His judgments (Ps.116:11; Rom.3:4), and justified by keeping all promises
of salvation to mankind despite satanic opposition (Is.49:9; In.16:11).

3. The replacement of what was lost through Satan’s rebellion in a manner that
has ensured the free will choice of those who replace the devil and his followers.

e. First Parole: Satan was allowed the freedom to observe God’s reconstruction of the
world and His commencement of the process of replacement through the creation of mankind
(Gen.3:1-7).

f. The Last Olive Branch: Rather than drawing the appropriate conclusions from the
creation of Man (i.e., that God is invincible and therefore that the carrying out His sentence
against the devil was inevitable), Satan rejected this last, tacit overture on God’s part and used
his freedom of action instead to recommence his rebellion, this time on the battlefield of human
history (Gen.3:1-7).

2. God’s interim disposition of Satan:

a. Imprisonment: With the 2™ Advent of Jesus Christ, the devil and his followers will be
imprisoned in the Abyss for the duration of the Millennium so as to remove all satanic influence
from the Messiah’s Kingdom (Rev.20:1-3).

b. Second Parole: At the conclusion of the Millennium, Satan and his angels will be
temporarily released and will stir up the peaceful world of that time for one final assault upon
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God (Ps.2:11f.; Rev.20:7-10). The willingness of so many human beings to reject the perfect
reign of Christ and the willingness of the devil to lead them in this last futile attempt to oppose
God provides the final incontrovertible proof that evil and the rejection of God is not
circumstantial, but flows from the free will choice of creatures.

3. God’s final disposition of Satan: At the conclusion of the Gog-Magog revolution and just
prior to the creation of the pristine and holy New Heavens and New Earth, the sentence imposed
upon the devil and his angels before human history began will finally be carried out (Is.14:3-23;
24:21-23; 27:1; 34:1-5; Ezek.28:11-19; Jer.10:11; Dan.4:35; Lk.10:18-20; 1Cor.6:3; Rev.20:7-
10), and they will be consigned to the lake of fire at that point and forevermore (Rev.20:10). The
lake of fire and his final disposition in it (along with all creatures who chose to follow him
instead of God) will stand as an eternal memorial to the folly of rejecting God and His mercy
(Rev.14:10; cf. Is.66:24; Rev.19:3). For by trying to replace God and His Son instead of serving
them, Satan finds himself replaced by the Son who was born into the devil’s world to refute and
defeat him through the victory of the cross (Lk.10:18; Jn.12:31; Rom.16:20; Heb.2:14; 1Pet.3:22;
1Jn.3:8).

2. The Tribulation Defined

The Tribulation is the cataclysmic seven year period which precedes the Second Advent of our
Lord Jesus Christ. It comprises the final seven years of the Church Age as well as the final seven
years of the Jewish Age (Dan.9:24-27). As its primary name indicates, the Tribulation will be a
period of intense judgment and severe trial — judgment from God against the unbelieving world,
and persecution for believers at the hands of our adversary the devil and his earthly
representative, antichrist (Is.24:1-6; 26:20-21; Jer.23:19-20; 30:23-24; Dan.8:19; 11:36;
2Pet.3:10).

A. The Tribulation: Derived from the root thlib (OA13), meaning “to exert pressure”, the Greek
word thlipsis (OAvy1g) is used commonly in secular Greek for discomfort, extreme difficulty,
and, in general, physical and emotional pressures of every sort. In scripture too, the word is not
restricted to being a technical term for the future time of distress we call the Tribulation, but
often refers to personal tribulation here and now (cf. Jn.16:21; 16:33). However, thlipsis is the
most common term employed to designate the final, intense trial of human history which we have
come to call the Tribulation (Matt.24:21; 24:29; Mk.13:19; 13:24; cf. Dan.12:1).

B. The Great Tribulation: Scripture also distinguishes between the Tribulation as a whole (i.e.,
the entire seven year period of the apocalypse) and “the Great Tribulation”, a term which
properly refers to the second half of this period (i.e., the final three and a half years before the
return of our Lord Jesus Christ). The Great Tribulation will be the time of greatest pressure and
intensity of persecution in human history as the Great Apostasy of the first half is replaced by the
Great Persecution of the second half (Matt.24:21; Rev.7:14).
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C. The Apocalypse: The book of Revelation is sometimes entitled “the Apocalypse” (Rev.1:1),
since “apocalypse” is an English transliteration of the Greek word which means “revelation” or
“unveiling” (i.e., apokalypsis, anokoalvyig). However, the full Greek title of the book is “the
Revelation of Jesus Christ”, and it is well to note that it is Jesus Christ who is unveiled to the
world in all His glory when He returns at the end of the Tribulation (Lk.17:30; 1Cor.1:7;
2Thes.1:7; 1Pet.1:7; 1:13; 4:13; Rev.1:1). At that time, we, His bride, will be unveiled with Him
(Rom.8:19; cf. Rom.16:25-26; Gal.3:23; Eph.3:5-6). The term “apocalypse” or “revelation”,
therefore, is truly focused on the end of the Tribulation and our blessed hope of resurrection and
reunion with our Lord (1Cor.1:7-8; 2Thes.1:7; 1Pet.1:7; Rev.1:1).

D. The Time of Jacob’s Trouble: This phrase in Jeremiah 30:7 is a clear reference to the
Tribulation as the context indicates. It will be a time like no other (v.7), but one followed by
liberation (v.8), the rule of the Messiah (v.9), and the regathering of the nation (v.10).

E. Daniel’s 70"™ Week: The final “seven” in the vision of the seventy sevens (or “weeks” of
years) given to Daniel (Dan.9:20-27) is a clear reference to the Tribulation. In the middle of the
final week of years, for example, the “abomination of desolation” is set up in the temple by
antichrist (“the prince who is coming”, v.26; cf. Matt.24:15; Mk.13:14).

F. The Hour of Testing: Because of their faithful service, the Philadelphia generation of the
Church would not pass through the Tribulation (Rev.3:10).

G. Other Passages: There are also many other places in scripture where the Tribulation is
referenced without the use of specific terminology (e.g., Gen.49:18; Dan.8:17-19; Is.2:2; Acts
2:17; 1Tim.4:1; 2Tim.3:1; Jas.5:3; 2Pet.3:3-7; Jude 1:17-18).

3. The Seven Churches of Revelation

The seven churches of Revelation chapters 2-3, in addition to being seven literal and historical
local churches existing in the apostle John’s day, are also prophesies that outline the trends and
characteristics of the seven eras of our own Church Age, an interpretation evidenced as follows:

. John’s apostolic authority (especially as the last apostle) extended to the entire Church,
not just these seven (1Cor.9:1-5; 12:28; Gal.2:7-9). This is not a message designed by
him to address specific issues in particular churches (as 1-3 John), but a message given by
God to the seven “churches” (Rev.1:10: the definite article is significant here, because
there were clearly more than seven local churches at the time of writing).

. Our Lord Jesus Christ is and was concerned for His entire Church, not just for these

seven local churches. This revelation of His Person is clearly meant to be for His entire
bride, the whole Church universal, and not merely for a very small portion of it.
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. The book of Revelation is the heritage of the entire Church. It is meant to bless all who
read it (Rev.1:3), and meant to show all who consider it (Rev.22:6) what will happen in
the end times.

. Revelation, after beginning with the messages to the seven churches in chapters two and
three moves immediately to the history of the end times on the far side of the Church
Age’s two millennial days. The book is indisputably focused on the conclusion of the
Church Age, so that the preceding messages to the seven churches only make structural
sense as an overview of the intervening two millennia.

. The seven lampstands cannot well be understood as only these seven local churches, for
they are seen alone in the presence of Christ in chapter one (Rev.1:12-13), and again
alone in the presence of the Father’s throne in chapter four (Rev.4:5). The lampstands,
light-giving bodies which represent the role of the Church universal in reflecting the truth
of Christ in this dark world, and doing so as a totality in both instances, must therefore
represent more than seven local churches in the first century.

. The description of Jesus Christ as “in the midst” of the seven lampstands, holding the
seven stars, the angels of these churches (Rev.1:12-16), is symbolism which strongly
suggests His authority over the Church, and the entire Church at that, and would be very
hard to apply exclusively to seven local churches. The number seven, the number of
perfection in the Bible, also argues for these seven “churches” to be a symbolic
representation of one complete Church (cf. the seven spirits of Is.11:1-2 and Rev.4:5
standing symbolically for the one and only Holy Spirit).

. The text of Revelation 4:1 “what must take place [i.e. the Tribulation and following] after
these things [i.e., the “events” of the seven churches]” only makes good sense if the seven
churches be taken as the aggregate period of time between John’s penning of these words
and the commencement of the Tribulation.

. Finally, it is appropriate for the last book of the Bible to be addressed to Christ’s entire
Church (rather than merely to seven local ones).

The composition of the seven eras represented by the seven churches may be summarized as
follows:

1. Ephesus: 12 years 70 to 82 A.D. “The Era of Transition”

2. Smyrna: 360 years 82 to 442 AD. “The Era of Persecution”

3. Pergamum: 360 years 442 to 802 A.D. “The Era of Accommodation”
4. Thyatira: 360 years 802 to 1162 AD. “The Era of Compromise”

5. Sardis: 360 years 1162 to 1522 AD. “The Era of Corruption”

6. Philadelphia: 360 years 1522 to 1882 A.D. “The Era of Revival”

7. Laodicea: 144 years 1882 to 2026 A.D. “The Era of Degeneration”
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The relationship of each Church era to false teaching and the infiltration of unbelieving elements
into the Church-visible may be summarized as follows:

Ephesus: False apostles rejected; Nicolaitans hated [the false kept out of the Church].
Smyrna: Slandered by the Synagogue of Satan [the false attacking from outside the Church].
Pergamum: You have Balaam and Balak [the false accommodated within the Church].

Thyatira: Jezebel [the false compromised with and in turn compromising the Church from
within].

Sardis: No group mentioned [the true excluded by the false from the visible, apparent “church’].
Philadelphia: Acknowledged by the Synagogue of Satan [the true has separated from the false].
Laodicea: No group mentioned [the false has infiltrated and blunted the true Church].

4. The Tribulation’s First Half

A. The Restraining Ministry of the Holy Spirit: Before the Tribulation can begin, God’s
restraint on the devil in the Person of the Holy Spirit must be removed (2Thes.2:6-7). Before the
removal of the Spirit’s restraining ministry, Satan is unable to set up antichrist’s kingdom
(2Thes.2:8-12). The removal of this restraint is symbolized by the opening up of the seven seals

of Revelation (Rev.6; cf. 2Cor.1:21-22; Eph.1:13-14; 4:30), which restrain the Tribulation
described in the scroll until the Lamb unseals the scroll.

1. Previous Restraining Ministries of the Holy Spirit:

a. Preventing satanic activity on the devastated earth until God’s seven-day
reconstruction of it (Gen.1:1-2).

b. Preventing the satanic seed of the Nephilim from completely destroying true humanity
until God’s judgment of that seed in the great flood (Gen.6:3).

c. Specific restraint of other satanic activities (Matt.16:19: 18:18; Jn.20:22-23; Acts 5:3;
5:9).

d. General restraint of evil (cf. Gen.11:6; Deut.32:8; Job 12:23; Ps.74:17; Jer.18:7-10;
Acts 17:26-28).

2. Restraining the “Mystery of Lawlessness”: The mystery of lawlessness, that is, the growing
satanic influence in the world, is already at work (2Thes.2:7; cf. 1Jn.2:18-22; 4:3; 2Jn.1:7).
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However, during the Tribulation, an exponential expansion of the present “mystery of
lawlessness” constituting an unprecedented unleashing of sin and evil world-wide will occur as a
direct result of the removal of the barriers put up by the Spirit, and of the devil’s consequent
exploitation of this opportunity (Matt.24:12; 1Tim.4:1-3; 2Tim.3:1-5; 2Pet.3:3-7; 1Jn.2:18; Jude
1:17-18).

3. Restraining the “Man of Lawlessness™: The rise to power of antichrist, the “man of
lawlessness” and his “unveiling” to and acceptance by the unbelieving world as a god will only
be allowed to occur once the Tribulation has begun, and only after the deliberate and purposeful
removal of Holy Spirit restraint symbolized in these seven seals (2Thes.2:1-8; cf. 1Jn.2:18-22;
4:3; 2Jn.1:7).

4. Protection of Believers to Continue during the Tribulation: Even after the removal of the
Spirit’s restraint of lawlessness and of antichrist, believers will still enjoy the presence of the
Spirit and all the divine protection which this sealing ensures. Instead of restraining the world
and us in it, we will then be protected in the midst of an unrestrained world for as long as we are
in it (2Cor.1:21-22; Eph.1:13-14; 4:30; cf. Ezek.9:1-11; Jn.6:27; 1Pet. 1:1-2).

B. The Sealing of the 144,000: Like the 12 and the 72 sent forth as representatives of our Lord
to prepare the hearts of His countrymen for the nearness of the Kingdom, the 144,000 are
representatives of our Lord sent to prepare the hearts of His countrymen for the coming of the
Kingdom in its tangible reality (Rev.7:1-8; 14:1-5; cf. Matt.10:1-42; Mk.6:7-12; Lk.9:1-6;
Lk.10:1-20). Thus, as Second Advent messengers, the 144,000 will have a similar role and
similar function to that of the 12 and the 72. As the special representatives of Jesus Christ to the
Jewish people, it is fitting that the 144,000 will not only adhere to the same mandates set down
by our Lord for the 12 and the 72, but will also approximate His life and His walk (in so far as
sinful human beings can do).

1. Characteristics of the 144,000 and their Ministry:

a. They are Jewish: Just as our Lord, in His humanity, is clearly Jewish (Lk.3:23-38;
Rom.9:5), so His 144,000 special emissaries to Israel are very clearly described as belonging to
the twelve tribes of Israel (12,000 from each tribe named). Just as clearly, they are also
Christians, that is, Jewish believers and followers of Jesus Christ, “servants of our God”
(Rev.7:3). The exclusion of gentiles from their number is a necessity. This will be a unique
ministry with a unique purpose and will thus have correspondingly unique requirements, most
especially the need to understand the Jewish point-of-view, and to avoid giving offense
(Matt.27:18; Acts 13:43-45; 17:5; 22:21-22; Rom.10:2; cf. Lk.15:25-32).

b. They are male: Just as our Lord is male, and so these 144,000 who are chosen to
spread the good news of His imminent return to the lost sheep of Israel are also male (viz., they
are described in the Greek with masculine modifiers only). This is also a necessity to avoid
giving offense in the Jewish tradition (cf. 1Cor.9:19-23).
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c. They are virgins: Just as our Lord remained a virgin throughout His earthly life, so
shall His 144,000 precursors who will begin to turn the hearts of Israel back to Him (Rev.14:4;
cf. 1Cor.7:7-8; 9:5-6).

d. They are sent to evangelize Israel: Just as our Lord became a “Minister to the
circumcision” (Rom.15:8; cf. Acts 3:26), sent “to the lost sheep of Israel” (Matt.15:24; cf. the
twelve: Matt.10:6), so the mission of the 144,000 will be directed to the Jewish people
(Matt.10:5; 10:18; 10:23; Lk.10:1), although it will be a worldwide as opposed to a centralized
ministry (cf. Rev.14:6-7).

e. They are given the authority to perform miracles: Just as our Lord performed miracles
in part as a badge of His authority that clearly marked Him out as the true Son of God and the
Messiah (Jn.5:36; 10:25; 10:38; 14:11; cf. Matt.11:1-6; Lk.7:18-23), so miracles will be given to
the 144,000 to perform as a witness to the fact that they speak with the authority of God:

. Healing the sick (Matt.10:1; 10:8; Mk.6:7; Lk.9:1-2; Lk.10:9; compare Matt.4:24 et
passim in the gospels; and Acts 5:15-16; 8:5-7; 28:8-9).

. Driving out demons (Matt.10:1; 10:8; Mk.6:7; 6:12; Lk.9:1; 10:17; 10:20; compare
Lk.8:26-37 et passim in the gospels; and Acts 5:16; 8:7; 16:16-18; 19:11-13).

. Raising the dead (Matt.10:8; compare Mk.5:37-43; Lk.7:11-17; Jn.11:1-44; and Acts
9:36-42; 20:7-12).

. Miraculous protection from dangers (Lk.10:19; compare Lk.4:28-30; Jn.7:30; 8:59;
10:39; and Acts 12:1-10; 28:3-6).

f. They are subject to a special code of conduct: Just as our Lord adopted a “servant life-
style” throughout His earthly life (Phil.2:5-10; cf. Is.42; 49; 52-53; Matt.20:28; Lk.22:27; Jn.1:1
with 1:14; 5:18; 10:30; 14:9; 17:5; 2Cor.8:9; 20:28; Rm.8:3; 9:5; 1Tim.2:5-6; 3:16; Heb.2:9-18;
10:5-10), so the ministry of the 144,000 will require extreme commitment:

. The will remain celibate (Rev.14:4).

. Their help (healing, etc.) and their message will be offered on a grace basis, without
charge (Matt.10:8).

. They will be entirely dependent upon God’s day by day provision (Matt.10:9-10; Lk.9:3;
10:4).

. Their ministry will be conducted in a serious and purposeful fashion (Lk.10:4).

. They will maintain an itinerant lifestyle (Lk.9:6; Matt.10:11; 10:23).

. They will maintain an overt and above-board dependence upon the charity of those they

minister to (Matt.10:11-15; Lk.9:4; 10:5-7), but without any opportunity to amass surplus
(i.e., only “room and board”, trophes in Matt.10:10).
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. They will maintain an overt and above-board policy of seeking and accepting support,
searching diligently for a “worthy” house (a policy which will entail many nights spent in
the open in travel and prior to finding a “worthy” house: Matt.10:11-15; Lk.9:4; 10:5-7).

. They will maintain an overt and above-board policy of removing themselves from a
particular mission field only 1) when the mission is completed (Matt.10:11; Lk.9:4; 10:7);
2) if the town proves unworthy (Lk.9:5; cf. 10:10-12); 3) if forced to leave by persecution
(Matt.10:23).

. They will be careful and circumspect in every aspect of their manner of life, thereby not
giving offense on their own behalf in any way, but keeping the focus on the gospel
message (Matt.10:16-17).

. They will make their complete faith in God obvious to all from the total reliance they will
display in His protection in times of trouble (Matt.10:16-20).

. They will conduct their ministries courageously, openly proclaiming the gospel in spite of
any and all consequences (Matt.10:26-31).

. They will resolutely demonstrate uncommon perseverance in a variety of threatening
circumstances (Matt.10:32-39).

. They will courageously continue their ministries despite threats and opposition, departing

only at the point when persecution makes further work impossible (Matt.10:23).

g. They will face stiff opposition: The 144,000 will be spoken against vociferously not
only by gentile unbelievers, but also by those of their fellow Jews who have determined in their
hearts not to accept their witness and return to God through Jesus Christ (Matt.10:17; 10:21; cf.
I5.6:9-10; 53:1; Jn.1:11; 12:37-41). They will be betrayed by their own family members
(Matt.10:21; 10:35-37), hated by all men (Matt.10:22), slandered (Matt.10:24-25), imprisoned,
tortured and falsely accused (Matt.10:17-20), persecuted (Matt.10:23), knowing no peace
(Matt.10:34), running their course as did our Lord, as did his apostles among ravening “wolves”
(Matt.10:16; Lk.10:3), faithful until the appointed end when they will give up their lives in the
service of God’s gospel (Matt.10:39; Rev.14:1-5).

h. They will receive miraculous protection during the days of their ministry: The
invisible seal on the foreheads of the 144,000 marks them out as special servants of God
(Rev.7:1-8). The sealing of the 144,000 is an assurance from God to them of His special
superintendence of their lives and ministries, invisible to men, but obvious and understood by all
angelic creatures, elect and fallen (cf. Ezek.9:1-6). Although their ministry will involve
incredible risks, they will receive miraculous protection (Lk.10:19; compare Lk.4:28-30; Jn.7:30;
8:59; 10:39; and Acts 12:1-10; 28:3-6).

1. They will be martyred at the conclusion of their ministry: The 144,000 will be the first
martyrs of the Great Persecution of antichrist which takes place during the Tribulation’s second
half (Rev.14:3-4; 17:6; cf. Matt.10:23; Lk.21:12-19).

2. The Course of the Ministry of the 144,000
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a. Some particulars of their ministry: Just as the twelve, and the 72, and John’s disciples
did not operate in a vacuum, but were selected, commissioned, and sent out by Jesus and John
respectively (cf. Matt.10:7; Mk.6:7; Lk.9:1), so the 144,000 will operate under the specific,
earthly direction of the “two witnesses”, Moses and Elijah, the prophetical counterparts of Jesus
and John respectively. And just as the two witnesses are to conduct a ministry that will gain
worldwide attention from its central location in Jerusalem (Zech.4:11-14; Rev.11:1-13), so the
ministry of this famous pair will be projected, augmented and paralleled by the ministries of
thousands of other pairs of the 144,000 serving around the globe under their supervision.

b. The content of their message: The content of the message preached by our Lord Jesus
Christ, as well as by John, Moses and Elijah, the 12, the 72, and the 144,000 is all one and the
same, namely the gospel of the kingdom, the call to repent and turn back to God through faith in
His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. There is also, it must be said, an urgency to the message so
given in all these cases, precisely because of the imminence of events (Mal.4:4-6; Matt.3:1-2;
4:17;10:7; Mk.1:14; 6:12; Lk.9:2; 10:1; 10:9; 10:11; Acts 13:24; Rev.11:3; 11:6; 11:7; 14:1-6;
17:6).

c. The results of their ministry: Although in large part the ministry of the 144,000 will
not come to fruition until Israel returns en masse to the Lord at the Second Advent (Joel 2:30-32;
Zech.12:10; Matt.24:29-30; Rom.11:25-27; Rev.1:7), there is ample evidence from prophecy to
show that a sizeable (though unspecified) number will respond directly to the message of the
144,000. In Revelation chapter twelve (and elsewhere: Matt.24:15-22; Mk.13:14-23; Lk.21:20-
24), we find a large remnant of Jewish believers in Israel who are persecuted by antichrist
immediately following the Tribulation’s mid-point and are subsequently forced to flee into the
desert for refuge.

d. Parallels to the ministry of Christ, and also of John, Moses, Elijah, and the Apostles:
The ministry of the 144,000 bears many resemblances to the most impressive divine ministries
which have preceded them. These parallels are important to take note of, because they
emphasize both the importance and the nature of the ministry of the 144,000, both points which
we have been stressing since the beginning of this section. For the 144,000 are all ...

. Jewish males: As are Christ, John, Moses, Elijah, and the apostles.

. Unmarried: As are Christ, John, Elijah, and Paul.

. Miraculously protected: As are Christ (Lk.4:28-30; Jn.7:30; 8:59; 10:39), Moses
(Num.16-17), Elijah (2Kng.1), and the apostles (Acts 12:1-10; 28:3-6).

. Evangelists to Israel: As are Christ (Matt.15:24; Lk.2:34), John (Matt.3:7-10; Lk.1:67-
80), Moses, Elijah, and Peter (Gal.2:7).

. Preachers of restoration to God: As are Christ (Lk.4:14-21), John (Lk.1:17; Jn.1:7),
Elijah (Mal.4:4-6), and the apostles (Acts 3:17-21).

. Performers of exceptional miracles: As are Christ (Mk.5:37-43; Lk.7:11-17; Jn.11:1-44),
Moses (Ex.4:1-17; Acts 7:36), Elijah (1Kng.17:17-24), and the apostles (Acts 9:36-42;
20:7-12).
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. Subject to a demanding “code of conduct”: As are Christ (Matt.4:1:11), John (Matt.3:4;
Lk.1:80), Elijah (1Kng.17:1-16), and Paul (1Cor.4:8-13; 2Cor.4:7-12; 6:3-10; 11:16-33;

Phil.3:7-11).

. Confronted by fierce opposition: As are Christ (Lk.4:29; Jn.7:1; 8:40), John (Matt.14:1-
5), Moses (Acts 7:39), Elijah (1Kng.18:16-17; 19:1-2), and the apostles (Acts 5:17-42).

. Consistent in flawless behavior (Rev.14:4-5): As is Christ (Jn.8:46; Acts 8:32-35;
Heb.4:15; 1Pet.1:19).

. Serving a three and one half year ministry: As did Christ, Elijah (Jas.5:17), and John.

. Martyred at the conclusion of their ministry (Rev.14:3): As was Christ, John (Matt.14:6-
12), and the apostles (cf. Jn.21:18-19).

. Standing as an offering of “first-fruits” to God (Rev.5:9): As does Christ (1Cor.15:23; cf.
Lev.23:91f)).

e. The omission of the tribe of Dan: The overarching reason for Dan’s non-inclusion
within the ranks of the 144,000 is the fact that antichrist will be descended from this tribe
(Gen.49:16-18; cf. Gen.3:16). This removal of one of the twelve tribes for betrayal and satanic
allegiance parallels the removal of Judas from the number of the twelve apostles (replaced by
Paul).

f. Their reward: The 144,000 will be granted the special status of “first-fruits”, a unique
and preeminent martyrdom (Rev.14:1), a special, memorial anthem (Rev.14:3), and a unique
place beside the King of Kings and Lord of Lords forevermore (Rev.14:4). So important is their
ministry that those who support them, even in seemingly trivial ways, will be rewarded as well
(Matt.10:13; 10:40-42).

C. The Lamb, the Scroll, and the Seven Seals: In Revelation chapter 5 the scroll which
represents the Father’s bequest to His Son (i.e., His “revelation” to the world as its Lord and
King), and therefore describes the events which lead up to His Kingdom (namely the Tribulation,
Armageddon, the Second Advent, and the divine dispositions and judgments which follow) is
opened by the Lamb who alone is worthy to do so. Jesus is “the Lamb who takes away the sin of
the world” (Jn.1:29; cf. Jn.1:36; 1Pet.1:19; 1s.53:7), and by His death for us He has won the right
to remove the seals of the scroll and bring in His glorious Kingdom. The seven seals on the
scroll which must be opened before this process begins have a dual symbolism, individually
representing events which are set in motion by their removal, and collectively representing the
power which now restrains these trends, namely, God the Holy Spirit in His ministry as the
Restrainer.

1. The first four seals: These represent four major trends related to antichrist and his kingdom
which begin during the Tribulation’s first half (Rev.6:1-8):

#1. The White horse: Antichrist’s Conquests: the trend of warfare and aggression.
#2. The Red horse: Civil Discord: the trend of lawlessness and political destabilization.
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#3. The Black horse: Economic Constraint: the trend of economic dislocation &
famine.

#4. The Pale-green horse: Accelerated Mortality: the trend of plague and rampant
death.

2. The fifth and sixth seals: These represent the two major events of the second half or Great
Tribulation, namely the Great Persecution of the true Church by the beast, and the extraordinary
judgments which precede the return of our Lord (Rev.6:9-17):

#5. The Martyrs: the Great Persecution: martyrdom of believers at the hands of the
beast and his religion.
#6. Judgments: the Second Advent: both its preliminary and concomitant judgments.

3. The seventh seal: This represents removal of the final impediment to unleashing the
Tribulation as well as the inevitable and blessed results on its farther side, namely, the coming
Kingdom of our Lord.

#7. The Commencement: the Tribulation Begins: following a half hour of silence (six
months), the final seven year period begins in the wake of the removal of the Spirit’s restraining
ministry.

D. The Great Apostasy: Coming about as a direct result of intensified satanic activity
administered by antichrist and directed against believers, the Great Apostasy is a massive falling
away from the faith by a third of Christians predicted to begin during the Tribulation’s first half
and destined to reach its culmination during the Great Persecution of the Tribulation’s second
half (Dan.8:10-12; 8:23; 11:29-35; Matt.24:3-14; 2Thes.2:1-4; 1Tim.4:1; Rev.12:4; cf. Rev.6:9-
11;7:9-17; 12:12-17; 13:10; 13:11-18; 14:13; 14:14-16; 15:1-4; 16:5-6; 17:6; 18:24; 19:1-2;
20:4).

1. The Process of Apostasy: Turning away from God and away from the Person of His Son is, in
general, not an immediately obvious thing, and, rather than an event, is more often a process
wherein the believer progressively violates his conscience, giving himself over to sin to such a
degree that he is eventually forced to make a final choice between God and repentance on the one
hand, or sin and reprobation on the other. For, at some point, continuing on the wrong road far
enough and willfully enough will eventually and inevitably lead to the complete breakdown of
the conscience and result in the “shipwreck” of faith (1Tim.1:18-19). When the believer stops
believing altogether, then he/she is no longer a believer (Matt.24:10-13). The specific, biblical
process involved here is the “hardening of the heart”, that is a gradual loss of response and
sensitivity to one’s conscience, to the known will of God, and to one’s commitment to following
Jesus Christ as a true and faithful disciple (1Cor.10:11-12; Heb.3:12-19; Jas.1:14-15; 1Jn.5:16).

2. The Situation of the Church and “church-visible” on the Eve of the Tribulation: Two
problems confront the contemporary Church which make it particularly vulnerable to the coming
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Great Apostasy: 1) the fact that not all who represent themselves as Christians really are
believers in and followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the majority of the "church-visible"
likely falling into this camp; and 2) the fact that in our current Church age of Laodicea
complacency is the dominant trend.

a. The Hardness of Unbelieving Pseudo-Christianity (The Seven Woes): Organized
Judaism of our Lord’s day present a close parallel to the situation described above. Controlled
largely by the scribes and Pharisees, the religious establishment of that time had become every bit
as divorced from the true grace and power of God as will be the case for organized “Christianity”
in the Tribulation (cf. Matt.23:5). Jesus’ characterization of the spiritually dead “church-visible”
of His own day with “the seven woes” gives us a very clear picture of what true believers will be
up against once the church-visible of that future day makes a similarly clean break from the truth.

. The Pseudo-Christian establishment hinders salvation for its members:

So woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock up the kingdom of heaven
[right] in front of people. For you yourselves are not going in, nor do you allow those
about to do so to [actually] go in. Matthew 23:13

. The Pseudo-Christian establishment reaches out to hinder salvation for others seeking
God:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you scour land and sea to make a
single convert, and when he becomes [one], you make him twice as much a son of hell as
yourselves. Matthew 23:15

. The Pseudo-Christian establishment adds forms and rituals which obscure truth:

Woe to you, you blind guides who say, “Whoever swears by the temple has no obligation,
but whoever swears by the gold of the temple is obliged”. You fools and blind men! For
what is greater, the gold or the temple which makes the gold holy? And you [also] say,
“Whoever swears by the altar has no obligation, but whoever swears by the sacrifice
which is on it is obliged”. You blind men! For what is greater, the sacrifice or the altar
which makes the sacrifice holy? Therefore whoever swears by the altar swears both by it
and by everything on it. And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by the One
who dwells in it. And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by
Him who sits upon it. Matthew 23:16-22

. The Pseudo-Christian establishment uses minor, partial obedience to obscure major
truths:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you give a tenth of your mint and of

your anise and of your cummin, but you have neglected the weightier parts of the Law,
[namely], justice and mercy and faith. You ought to do the former — but not neglect the
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latter! You blind guides! You [are careful to] filter out the gnat, but [then] you swallow
down the camel! Matthew 23:23-24

. The Pseudo-Christian establishment gives the appearance of holiness, but is not holy:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and
of the dish, but inside they teem with robbery and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First
clean the inside of the cup so that its outside may also be [truly] clean. Matthew 23:25-26

. The Pseudo-Christian establishment gives the appearance of spiritual life, but is dead:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you resemble whitewashed tombs
which, while they appear to be beautiful on the outside, on the inside are filled with dead
mens’ bones and all uncleanness. This is just how you are. On the outside you appear to
men to be righteous, but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. Matthew
23:27-28

. The Pseudo-Christian establishment appears to be for God, but is really hostile to Him
and His:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you restore the tombs of the prophets
and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and you say, “If we had been [alive] in the
days of our fathers, we wouldn’t have participated in [shedding] the blood of the
prophets”. So then you are your own witnesses against yourselves that you are [indeed
the] sons of those who murdered the prophets. Matthew 23:29-31

Dead pseudo-Christian organizations (of which there are plenty in our own day) may seem to
pose no threat under present circumstances. However, just as soon as circumstances change (and
change they will in the Tribulation, much for the worse), such organizations will be ready-made
and willing co-conspirators both for the advancement of the process of the Great Apostasy and
also for the implementation of the Great Persecution. The reason for the nature of such groups is
not a matter of accident: these spiritually dead organizations reflect the hardened hearts of the
individuals who make them up.

b. The Vulnerability of Lukewarm Believers (The Problem of Complacency): The
overwhelming characteristic of believers in this current Church era of Laodicea is one of apathy
when it comes to building faith, growing through the Word of God, drawing closer to Jesus
Christ, and preparing for and putting into practice the gifts, ministries and effects that God has
ordained for us (cf. 1Cor.12:4-7; Eph.2:10). One could go on at great length as to the causes of
such indifference toward the Lord Jesus who bought us, but it is sufficient here to point out that
in its essence this appalling attitude stems primarily from loving the world more than Jesus.
Complacency is a serious problem for the Church at large and for individual Christians in
particular precisely because of this “zero sum” opposition between the two alternatives. For
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either you truly love Jesus Christ more than anything else, or the truth is that you love the world
more than Him. And if you do love the world more than the Lord, then your faith is at the very
least extremely fragile and vulnerable so that it may well not survive serious testing or
tribulation, not to mention the Tribulation (Matt.13:20-21; Mk.4:16-17; Lk.8:13). And, indeed,
this dominant characteristic of our Laodicean era will make the Church as a whole highly
vulnerable to the pressures of the Tribulation to come, thus explaining in large measure the Great
Apostasy.

3. The Causes of the Great Apostasy:

a. The unleashing of the “mystery of lawlessness”: In 2™ Thessalonians 2:7, we are told
that “the mystery of lawlessness”, that is, unseen satanic influence which leads to the active
rejection of divine truth in all of its forms, is already at work in our day. Following the removal
of the Holy Spirit’s restraint at the commencement of the Tribulation, however, lawlessness will
explode, embittering human life to an unprecedented degree and leading to increased pressure
upon the faith of us all (2Thes.2:6-7). While this circumstance will result in the refining of the
remnant of dedicated believers, in the case of lukewarm believers it will greatly contribute to
apostasy (Matt.24:10-13; 2Thes.2:11; 1Jn.4:3; 4:6).

b. The dearth of Bible teaching: This second major cause of the Great Apostasy is the
exclusive concern of believers. While the unleashing of lawlessness and consequent
degeneration of the behavior of unbelievers will only affect believers indirectly (by increasing the
external pressures on faith), the coming dearth of genuine Bible teaching anticipated during the
Tribulation will have a direct negative impact contributing to apostasy. As in the case of the
former cause above, so in this case it will be almost exclusively the lukewarm members of the
Body of Christ adversely affected by this coming famine of spiritual food. For having been
complacent about solid spiritual nutrition in good times, they will find turning to substantive
Bible teaching in hard times a difficult transition, both because it will be very hard to find (Amos
8:11; Hos.4:5-6; cf. 1Sam.3:1; 28:6; Prov.29:18; Mic.3:4-7), and because this very condition will
have come about in no small part through their negative and complacent attitude in the first place
(2Tim.4:1-4; cf. 2Chron.15:2-4; 1s.6:9-10; 28:9-13; Ezek.20:3-4; 20:30-31; Matt.13:11-17;
Mk.4:12; Lk.8:10).

c. The rise of false teaching: In addition to the pressure exerted by increased lawlessness
and the difficulties created by the dearth of spiritual food, a third major cause for the massive
apostasy among believers during the Tribulation will be the prevalence of persuasive false
teaching. Our Lord’s teachings in particular are replete with warnings about the danger of
deception and the need for alertness during this dark period ahead (Matt.24:5-6; 24:17; 24:24-25;
25:13; 25:42; Mk.13:5-9; 13:23; 13:33; 13:35-37; Lk.12:40; 17:23; 21:8; 21:36; cf. 2Thes.2:3-
12; 1Tim.4:1-5; 2Tim.3:1-13; 2Pet.2:1-22; 3:1-17; 1Jn.2:22; 4:1-6; Rev.12:9; 13:14; 19:20;
20:3).
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d. The persuasiveness of tribulational false signs: One particular aspect of tribulational
false teaching that deserves special mention in regard to its contribution to promoting apostasy is
the effective use to which false signs will be put by antichrist and his false prophet. For scripture
is very clear that the signs performed by these two in the power of the devil will be
unprecedented in human history, and will play no small part in winning over the majority of the
world’s population (Matt.24:24; Mk.13:22; 2Thes.2:9-10; Rev.13:3-4; 16:13-14; 17:8; 17:11;
19:20; Rev.13:13-15), and any believer who is not absolutely firm in his or her faith will be
vulnerable to the extreme persuasiveness of these unprecedented false miracles and portents.

e. The persuasiveness of coopted groups: When all the world begins to follow after the
beast, even so-called Christian organizations and denominations, it will put serious pressure even
on the faith of the elect (Matt.24:24; Mk.13:22). True believers in Jesus Christ must make up
their minds ahead of time to put their entire allegiance in the Son of Man and not compromise
their faith for the sake of tradition, sentimentality, herd-mentality, or peer-pressure (Ex.32:1-6;
Deut.13:2-4; 2Pet.2:1-2; 2:20-22; 1Tim.4:1; 2Tim.4:1-4; 1Jn.4:1-3).

4. The Refining of the Remnant: If there is a silver lining in this terrible cloud of apostasy, it is
to be found in the refining of the faith of all those who are truly God’s people to be produced by
the pressures of the Tribulation. It is true that the refining of the hearts of His people, the
strengthening of faith and the testing of our commitment to Jesus Christ are givens in every era
(Dan.11:35; 12:10; cf. Job 23:10; Ps.66:8-12; Prov.10:25; 17:3; 1s.10:22-23; 48:10; Lk.3:16-17;
Rom.11:1-6; Eph.5:25-27; Heb.11:13-16; 1Pet.1:6-7).

E. The Trumpet Judegments:

1. The Purpose of the Seven Trumpet Judgments: The seven trumpet judgments are literal
“plagues” in the biblical sense (Rev.8:12; 9:20, 9:18), calamities visited by God upon the earth
which are not confined to physical diseases (cf. the plagues of frogs, gnats, and flies in Exodus
chapter 8). As in the case of the ten plagues the Lord inflicted upon Egypt some three and a half
millennia ago (Ex.7:14 - 12:30), and also in the case of the seven bowl judgments (Rev.16:1-21),
the seven trumpet judgments are instances of divine punishment leveled upon exceptional evil
(cf. Lev.26:14-39; Deut.28:15-68; 1Kng.16:29 - 17:1). The primary purpose of these judgments
is one of warning as indicated by the blowing the trumpet (Ezek.33:1-20; Joel 2:1; cf. Num.10:1-
9; Josh.6:1-5; 6:20; Jer.4:19-21; 6:1; Hos.5:8-9; Amos 3:6; Zeph.1:15-17; 1Cor.14:8).

2. The Chronology of the Seven Trumpets: Like the plagues upon Egypt prior to the Exodus,
each trumpet judgment lasts for a specific length of time and comes to an end before the next one
in the sequence commences. The fact that judgment #5 lasts five months invites us likewise to
assign a corresponding number of months to each of the first six trumpets (excluding the seventh
trumpet which represents the Tribulation’s entire second half, that is, the Great Tribulation). The
net result of adding this ascending number of months (i.e., 1 month for trumpet #1, plus 2 months
for trumpet #2, plus 3 months for trumpet #3, plus 4 months for trumpet #4, plus 5 months for
trumpet #5, plus 6 months for trumpet #6) is a total of 21 months, exactly one half of the 42

29



month total of the Tribulation’s first half). These six judgments should be understood to occur in
immediate sequence directly prior to the commencement of the Great Tribulation:

. The principle of acceleration and intensification of judgment argues for understanding
things in this way.

. The parallel seven “bowl” judgments are arranged in this way (Rev.16).

. Only with this sequencing would these judgments provide maximum warning effect.

. The narrative of the seven trumpet judgments does in fact lead directly into the Great

Tribulation with no discernible gap or interval (Rev.10:6-7; 11:1-14; cf. Rev.11:15-19
with chapters 12-13).

3. The Ascending Intensity of the Seven Trumpet Judgments: Not only do the trumpet judgments
expand sequentially in terms of their duration (being 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 42 months long
respectively), but they also exhibit a progressive intensification in terms of the painful effect they
produce:

. Trumpet #1: Vegetation Stricken: A third of the earth is scorched and a third of its
grass and trees are burned up, but 7o human fatalities are mentioned.

. Trumpet #2: The Sea Stricken: A third of the creatures in the sea are killed and a third
of all ships destroyed, unquestionably resulting in some human fatalities.

. Trumpet #3: Fresh Water Stricken: A third of the world’s fresh water is poisoned with
the result that many human fatalities.

. Trumpet #4: The Heavenly Lights Stricken: While no fatalities are mentioned in
conjunction with this one third reduction in the delivery of heavenly light, this is the first
judgment wherein a/l human beings and all portions of the world are adversely affected.
The suffering caused by this diminution of light should not be underestimated (cf.
Rev.16:10-11).

The administrators of these first four trumpet judgments are the four angels of Revelation 7:1-3,
“to whom it had been given to harm the earth and the sea”. For all four of the above judgments
are targeted directly at either “the earth” (i.e., land), or at “the sea” (i.e., the waters of the earth),
or, in the case of the fourth judgment, both (i.e., lack of deprivation of light affects all living
things). In this they are different from the last three trumpet judgments where human beings are
the objects of the judgments, and human suffering and death the main rather than merely
ancillary results. Of further significance is the fact that the last three trumpet judgments, while
decreed by God, are carried out by demonic forces. This is a further, clear indication of the
progressive intensification of these judgments which are so much more severe in nature than the
preceding four that they are given the name “the three woes” (compare Rev.8:13 with Rev.9:12;
11:14; 12:12).

. Trumpet #5: The First Woe: Demon Harassment: The entire unbelieving population
of the earth is affected.
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. Trumpet #6: The Second Woe: Demon Destruction: An entire third of the world’s
population is killed.

. Trumpet #7: The Third Woe: The Great Tribulation: The “third woe” is synonymous
with the Great Tribulation (cf. Rev.12:12). While exact numbers are not provided, this
three and one half year period will produce the most staggering loss of life in raw terms
that has ever taken place (cf. Is.13:12). The slaughter that will take place at Armageddon
alone boggles the mind (Rev.14:17-20; cf. Ezek.39:4-6; 39:11-20), and the bowl
judgments of Revelation chapter 16 which precede it are clearly more dire in their effects
than the trumpet judgments (which collectively claim the lives of over a third of the
world’s population). Finally, the fact that the Great Tribulation lasts for 42 months,
exactly seven times as long as the sixth trumpet judgment which precedes, also does
much to signal the incomparably more horrendous nature of this last judgment (cf.
Matt.18:22). For as terrible as the first half of the Tribulation will be, in comparison to
the Great Tribulation unleashed by the seventh trumpet it is only the “beginning of woes”
(Matt.24:3-13).

4. The Effects of the Seven Trumpet Judgments on Believers: These judgments are divine
punishment upon the world of unbelievers, and are not meant or intended to harm God’s people.
All of us who are believers in Jesus Christ are sealed with the Holy Spirit of God (2Cor.1:21-22;
Eph.1:13-14; 4:30). Therefore, just as the 144,000 were sealed by God so as to be spared the
plagues soon to be delivered by the four angels of Revelation 7:1-3, so we may have every
confidence that not only are these judgments not meant for the people of God, but also that we
shall be spared the worst of their effects.

F. The Two Witnesses: The ministry of the two witnesses covers the entire first half of the
Tribulation, but is terminated by antichrist on the eve of the Great Tribulation (Rev.11:1-2).
Through them, God’s witness to truth proceeds hand in hand with His judgments upon evil
(demonstrating His grace and mercy even in the midst of severe judgment).

1. The 1,260 days of Revelation 11:3: 1,260 days is the length of the ministry of the two
witnesses (i.e., the entire first half of the Tribulation). This should not be confused with the
forty-two months cited in the preceding verse, Revelation 11:2 (wherein the gentiles will
“trample” Jerusalem), which is a reference to the Great Tribulation, commencing with the
seventh trumpet directly after the termination of the two-witness ministry (discussed in the rest
of Revelation chapter eleven). Our Lord makes a similar reference to the trampling of Jerusalem
by gentiles in Luke 21:24, and tells us that this situation of gentile intrusion and conquest will
continue “until the gentiles’ times have been fulfilled”, that is, until His Second Advent brings
antichrist’s control of Israel and Jerusalem to a violent and immediate conclusion. Here is a
summary of the various scriptural designations for the forty-two month time period covered by
the Great Tribulation in contrast to the prior, preceding 1,260 days wherein the witnesses will
minister:
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. In Daniel 7:25, the saints of the Most High (i.e., believers) are said to be handed over into
the power of the little horn (i.e., antichrist and the Great Persecution) for “a time, times,
and half a time”, a biblical way of expressing the three and one half years of the Great
Tribulation.

. In Daniel 9:27, “the prince of the people which is to come” (i.e., antichrist as the ruler of
revived Rome) will make a treaty for one “seven” and break it in the middle of the
“seven”, that is, during the middle of the seven years at the outset of the Great
Tribulation.

. In Daniel 12:7, the angel speaking with Daniel declares that it will be “a time, times, and
half a time” before the persecutions stop and everything comes to an end, that is, the
Great Tribulation will last three and one half years.

. In Revelation 11:2, (discussed above), the gentiles (i.e., the army of antichrist) will
control Jerusalem for 42 months, that is, during the entire three and a half year period of
the Great Tribulation.

. In Revelation 12:6, the woman Israel is said to be protected for 1,260 days, that is, during
the whole 42 months of the Great Tribulation (expressed in standard 30 day months).

. In Revelation 12:14, the woman Israel is said to be protected for a time, times, and half a
time, that is, during this same period of the Great Tribulation’s three and a half years.

. In Revelation 13:5, the reign of antichrist is said to last for 42 months, that is, for the
duration of the Great Tribulation.

2. The Tribulational Temple rebuilt by Moses and Elijah: While the “forty-two months™ of
Revelation 11:2 refer to the Great Tribulation, the remainder of chapter eleven (up until the
seventh trumpet of verse fifteen) is a description of events which take place during the
Tribulation’s first half. We see here for the first time in the book of Revelation that while the
unbelieving population of the earth has been undergoing a series of horrific judgments, a
significant revival has been taking place in Israel. As part of this revival, the temple has been
reconstructed, and John is here invited to take precise measurements of all its dimensions. The
temple rite has also been reinstated as we may conclude from the presence of the altar which
meets the Mosaic specifications (implied by the command to measure it). And a considerable
number of genuine worshipers (large enough that they will have to be counted with some effort)
is present paying homage to God, a clear indication that by this point the revival associated with
the ministry of the 144,000 witnesses has born significant fruit.

The description of the measuring rod given to John is purposely reminiscent of the scene in
Ezekiel chapter 40 and following. In that passage, Ezekiel is brought to the millennial Jerusalem
and sees a “man whose appearance was like bronze” (i.e., a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ).
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Our Lord there holds a similar rod in His hands wherewith He likewise measures the millennial
temple complex. It is no doubt for this reason that Revelation 11:1 has only the participle
“saying” and does not identify the speaker, for, as we learn later in verse three, the speaker is also
divine, and is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, whose servants the two witnesses
are (i.e., they are “My servants” in Rev.11:3; cf. Matt.16:28 - 17:13). From this set of facts we
may deduce that the rebuilding of the tribulational temple is divinely ordained and supervised,
for it corresponds to divine specifications of measurement. It is given to John by our Lord to see
for himself that this is true, for the process and concept of such measurement with rods and
plumb lines often involves the idea of employing a divine standard, often one which results in
judgment when these standards are violated (cf. Job 38:5; 1s.28:17; 34:11; 44:13; Jer.31:39;
Lam.2:8; Ezek.40:3; 47:3; Amos 7-17; Mic.2:5; Zech.1:16; 2:1; 4:10; cf. also 2Sam.8:2).

The restoration of the temple rite must also therefore have come at God’s behest (cf. the pattern
of restoration recorded in Ezra chapter 3 and following), with the worshipers also legitimate
followers of God, namely, those of Israel who have turned to Jesus Christ through the ministry of
the 144,000 witnesses. The fact that these true, legitimate, and divinely ordained things (i.e., the
temple, its rites, and the mass of worshipers) are here directly juxtaposed to and opposed by anti-
God “gentiles” (i.e., antichrist and his followers) who will shortly defile the temple and thus of
necessity interrupt its rites and scatter the worshipers is further evidence that the restored temple
and worship of God therein has truly been of God, for God, and by God.

Inasmuch as the Tribulation is an era of restoration jointly shared by Israel and the Church in
which Israel once again claims the leadership role, it should come as no surprise that we find here
the reinstitution of the temple rites in a rebuilt temple. Coming as it will after so long a hiatus,
and coming as it will as a direct result of two messengers sent from God, there will be no
confusion about the meaning of the renewed sacrifices: rather than shadows of things to come, it
will be clearly understood that these are memorials to the already accomplished work of Christ
(i.e., different in purpose from the Mosaic sacrifices just the millennial sacrifices will be; cf.
Ezek.45:13-25). This principle of the “restoration of Israel” (that is, a turning of their hearts back
to God and a reinstitution of appropriate worship), is, as we have already seen in the case of the
ministry of the 144,000, very closely associated with the two witnesses and their ministry:

Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, which I commanded him on Horeb (i.e., Sinai)
concerning all Israel, [with both its] statutes and judgments — behold, I am about to send
you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the Day of the Lord, [that] great and
awesome [Day], so that he may restore [to God] the hearts of the fathers along with
[their] children and the hearts of the children along with their fathers, lest I come and
smite the land with complete devastation. Malachi 4:4-6

And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared and were talking with Him (v.3). .. ... And His
disciples questioned Him, saying, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come
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first (i.e., before the Kingdom)”. And He answered, saying, “Elijah is coming, and he
will restore all things”. Matthew 17:3; 17:10-13 (cf. Mk.9:11-12)

So repent and turn back [to God] for the blotting out of your sins, so that times of
refreshment may come from the Lord, and so that He may send to you the One
acknowledged as the Christ [Messiah], [namely] Jesus, who must remain in heaven (lit.,
“whom heaven must receive”) until the times of the restoration of all things of which
God has spoken through the mouths of His holy prophets from of old. For Moses said,
“The Lord God will raise up for you from among your brothers a Prophet like me”. Acts
3:19-22a

These passages closely connect the future spiritual restoration of Israel to the two witnesses and
their ministry. Given that in Revelation chapter eleven the two witnesses are also placed in close
association with the rebuilt temple, the revived rites, and the reinvigorated worship, we may
conclude that the rebuilding of the temple and the restoration of the godly worship associated
with it is indeed directed by these two heralds of the Kingdom.

We would certainly be hard pressed to choose two other Old Testament figures more suited to
spiritual revival and the reestablishment of the orthodox worship of the Lord. Moses was sent to
a people far removed from the Lord and mediated to them the covenant written by God Himself
(Gal.3:19). Elijah was sent to a people long in the grasp of pagan idolatry, and presided over a
great and dramatic spiritual victory on Mount Carmel (1Kng.18:16-46). Elijah’s rebuilding of
the altar of the Lord on Mount Carmel foreshadows his leading role in rebuilding the temple
during the Tribulation (1Kng.18:30-32), and Moses, of course, oversaw the construction of the
original tabernacle, its furniture, and the rites ordained by God to serve it (so that there could be
no better person to oversee its restoration: Ex.25:40).

The time required for the reconstruction of the (relatively small) temple itself need not be
prohibitively time consuming. The massive structure of Herod’s design (which took so long to
build: Jn.2:20) was in fact an elaboration of the original second temple rather than the temple
proper. Chapters 40-43 of Ezekiel which describe Ezekiel’s vision of the massive millennial
temple complex are also consistent with this interpretation. The temple structure itself
(Ezek.40:48-49) is relatively modest, and, as in the case of the second temple set in the midst of
Herod’s massive complex, constitutes only a small part of the overall design. It is thus entirely
consistent with the scriptures which deal with this subject to posit that Moses and Elijah rebuild
the temple proper, leaving its elaboration (as described in Ezekiel and elsewhere) for the
millennial reign of our Lord as indicated by the following passages:

The entire flock of Kedar will be gathered for you. The rams of Nebaioth will serve you.

They will be sacrificed as acceptable offerings on My altar. And as for My glorious
house (i.e., the temple), I shall glorify it. Isaiah 60:7
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The entire glory of Lebanon will come to you, the fir, the pine, and the cedar together, to

beautify My holy place (i.e., the temple), the place of My feet. And I shall glorify it.
Isaiah 60:13

And He said to me, “Thus says the Lord of Hosts: Behold a Man — ‘Branch’ is His name
(i.e., the Messiah; cf. Is.4:2; 11:1; 53:2; Zech.3:8). And He will branch out from His
place and will build [up] the temple of the Lord”. Zechariah 6:12-13

Behold, I am about to send [forth] My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me.
Then the Lord whom you are seeking will suddenly come to His temple (i.c., it is already
built in “preparation” for that great day). Malachi 3:1

Moses and Elijah will possess all the divine authority necessary to complete this third and final
temple in the correct, godly and sanctified fashion just as God has ordained it. All problems of
time, placement, politics, and logistics will dissolve under the leadership of these two divinely
appointed, divinely inspired, and divinely empowered heralds of the Kingdom of our coming
Lord Jesus Christ.

3. The two olive trees and the two lampstands: The fact that the two witnesses of Revelation
chapter eleven occur in context with the reconstructed (third) temple also leads us to connect
them to the detailed description of “the two anointed ones” of Zechariah chapter four (who are
likewise prophetically associated with the second temple’s reconstruction). In Zechariah’s vision
of a single, solid gold lampstand with seven lamps, there are two olive trees standing by the
lampstand on the left and on the right (Zech.4:3). When he asks the meaning of this vision,
Zechariah is first told “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit” (Zech.4:6). This part of the
answer explains not the details of the vision’s symbolism, but rather the overall principle that it
will be God’s Spirit which empowers the rebuilding of the temple. Inasmuch as the second
temple was not reconstructed without divine help, and given that the two witnesses are a
prophecy connected to a future rebuilding (i.e., there is no further mention of them in the
rebuilding of the second temple), we may conclude that the rebuilding of the third temple seen in
Revelation chapter eleven will also be accomplished by God’s Spirit, and that its reconstruction
will be overseen by the two witnesses of Zechariah four (who are mentioned as being present
after its construction in Revelation chapter eleven). This is clearly the main reason for the
Spirit’s inclusion of the “two anointed” in Zechariah’s vision.

The name given to these two in Zechariah, generally translated “anoint-ed ones”, is actually
“sons of oil”. While usually understood passively, the phrase should be taken actively, for it is
the translation “anoint-ing ones” which gives the correct sense: like the word “witness” used in
Revelation eleven, “anoint-ing ones” indicates that they are conduits of God’s power and God’s
light rather than merely being recipients. This is the point behind the symbolism in Zechariah
4:12 where the two olive trees pour out their oil into the lampstand’s golden bowl. The
lampstand has seven lamps which are “the seven eyes of the Lord” which range throughout the
earth. These “eyes” are often mistaken to have a purely investigative purpose, but, just as the
human eye can sparkle and reflect light, so the Hebrew word ‘ayin (Jyi) sometimes refers to an
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object’s appearance as a reflector of light as well (Num.11:7; 22:5; 22:11; Lev.13:5; 13:37;
13:55; 1Sam.16:7; Ezek.1:4; 1:7; 1:16; 1:22; 1:27; 8:2; 10:9; Dan.10:6; cf. Prov.23:31).
Similarly, these two witnesses will be the primary “reflectors” of the light of God’s truth during
the gathering darkness of the Tribulation.

Zechariah’s seven lamps which are also seven eyes are identical in symbolism to the seven
Spirits of Revelation chapters four (where lamps = spirits) and chapter five (where eyes =
spirits). In all three cases, we have to do with the perfect seven-fold witness of the Holy Spirit,
shedding forth God’s light to illuminate the darkness of this world, making use of human
agencies, but always in behalf of Him who is the true Light, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
(“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit”: Zech.4:6).

And there [stood] burning before the throne seven lamps of fire, which are the seven
spirits of God. Revelation 4:5 (cf. Rev.1:4; 3:1)

And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of
the elders, a Lamb standing [there, looking] as if He had been slain, with seven horns and
seven eyes which are the seven spirits of God sent out into the entire earth.Revelation 5:6
(cf. Rev.1:4; 3:1)

In the context of Zechariah chapter four, the lampstand and its lights are clearly speaking of just
such a witness of God’s light in the world during the dark time to come (cf. the seven eras of the
Church represented as a series of lampstands giving forth God’s witness of light to the world:
Rev.1:20). Empowering this tribulational witness of light, therefore, are the “two anoint-ing
ones”, the two witnesses, Moses and Elijah. During the dark days of the Tribulation, they and
the ministry of the 144,000 directed by them, will constitute the major witness of God’s light
(and His Light, Jesus Christ) in the world, just as in our own day that witness is provided by the
Church.

4. The two pillars: In the portico or entrance porch of the first temple, Solomon placed two
massive bronze pillars, one on the north side, and one on the south. These pillars, flanking the
threshold of the temple like two giant guardians, would doubtless have been in the mind of
anyone hearing Zechariah’s vision of the olive trees and the lampstands, especially had they lived
long enough to have seen that first temple before its destruction (as some of the older people
indeed had: Ezra 3:12; Hag.2:3; cf. Zech.4:10). Columns are, in any case, originally architectural
representations of trees and the same was true of the lampstand (i.e., with its “flower-like cups,
buds, blossoms, and branches”; cf. Ex.25:31-32). Moreover, when one considers that the
lampstand within the holy place was not far removed from these two pillars, the connection
between it and the pillars on the one hand and the lampstand in Zechariah’s vision with its two
olive trees on the other is hard to ignore. We may add to this picture that the unique and
unparalleled verbal phrasing used in both Zechariah 4:14 and Revelation 11:4, “who are standing
by/before the Lord of the earth”, suggests a permanent and stable positioning, exactly in the
manner of pillars.
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The Hebrew word for pillar, ‘amudth (dvmi; viz., “a standing thing”), is derived and virtually
indistinguishable from the verb used in Zechariah 4:14 of the anointing olive trees who are
“standing by the Lord”, making the connection between these pillars and our two witnesses even
more certain. Just as the two witnesses, the anointing ones, the two lampstands, and the two
olive trees all “stand [solidly like pillars] by/before the Lord of the earth”, so these two pillars
stood solidly on either side of the entrance to the first temple (which contained the lampstand).
The one on the north side was named Boaz, while the one on the south was called Jachin
(1Kng.7:21). Jachin is to be translated “He (i.e., the Lord) establishes”, while Boaz means
“strength in Him”. Both of these names sum up the careers of the two witnesses Moses and
Elijah respectively. Jachin is erected first and Boaz second (just as Moses’ first earthly ministry
preceded that of Elijah), and Jachin takes the first place of honor on the south (i.e., the “right
hand” as the temple faced east with the ark or chariot throne oriented in that direction), while
Boaz stood on the north, the second most honorable place. In a similar way, while Elijah’s
ministry was remarkable in every way, Moses’ was superior (compare Paul’s use of Moses’
ministry as the closest parallel to that of the ministry of our Lord in Hebrews chapter three).
Their ministries, after all, served somewhat different purposes. Moses was the Lord’s instrument
for effectively “establishing” the spiritual groundwork for Israel through his mediation of the
Law (“He establishes”), while Elijah presided a significant overture from the Lord for spiritual
revival (renewed “strength in Him”). From the divine viewpoint, history has always been
supported by these twin pillars of original establishment of the truth and restoration o the truth,
with both pillars ever looking to Him who is the truth, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the
“Lord of all the earth”. At His right and left hand these two witnesses stand as solidly as
columns of bronze. To serve directly by the Lord’s side is clearly a preeminent honor. When the
mother of James and John requested this privilege for her sons, our Lord’s response was ... to sit
at my right or left is not for Me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been
prepared” (Mk.10:40; cf. Lk.14:8-11). For even though the twelve apostles of our Lord will
indeed occupy unique positions (“judging the twelve tribes of Israel”, i.e., to be heads of the
twelve divisions of the family of God: Matt.19:28; Lk.22:30), it is to Moses and Elijah that this
most prestigious honor will fall. Being so close to our dear Lord for all eternity is indeed an
exceptional and sublime reward, earned in the case of these two by exceptional earthly service on
not one, but two occasions.

But I, [in contrast to the wicked,] will be like an olive tree flourishing in the house of My
Lord, for I have trusted in the mercy of God forever and ever. Psalm 52:8

5. Their restoration ministries: During the Tribulation, two main areas of restoration will need
to be addressed for the ministry of Moses and Elijah and the 144,000 to be effective: 1) the
temple and its rites will need to be restored as a focus for renewed Jewish worship; and 2) the
hearts of a large number of their countrymen will need to be won back to their Lord and ours,
Jesus Christ the only Messiah. As God’s instrument in founding, constructing and instituting the
original tabernacle along with its statutes and ceremonies, no more authoritative person than
Moses can be imagined. As God’s instrument in His most dramatic offer of spiritual revival in
Israel’s history, one, we might add, which took place in spite of the most severe opposition from
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a pagan government which had wedded satanic worship to the governance of the state
(reminiscent of antichrist and his false prophet), no more highly qualified person than Elijah can
be found. The future ministries of both of these great men of God in restoring and multiplying
the remnant of Israel during the Tribulation’s first half is documented in scripture:

“The Lord Your God will raise up from your midst, from among your brothers, a Prophet
like me (i.e., to whom Moses will be analogous in type). You must give heed to Him,
just as you requested from the Lord your God at Horeb (i.e., Sinai) on the day of your
assembly [there], when you said, ‘May I not hear the voice of the Lord My God any
longer, nor see this great fire lest I die!” Then the Lord said to me, ‘They have done well
in what they have said. [ will raise up for them from the midst of their brothers a Prophet
like you. And I will put My words in His mouth, and He will tell them everything I
command Him. And it will come to pass that the person who does not listen to My words
which He will speak in My Name, that I will require it of that person’ (i.e., hold him
responsible). Deuteronomy 18:15-19

Elijah’s future return is more generally accepted and understood because in Old Testament
prophecy the antitype of our Lord is stressed rather than the type (i.e., the Messiah instead of
Moses), but in the case of His herald, it is the type who is set in the forefront of prophecy rather
than the antitype (i.e., Elijah instead of John the baptist). So while the passage above does have a
general application for all of the true prophets of God (cf. the following verses 20-22), it is also
clear from the emphasis it places upon a single prophet that we have to do here with a future
coming of a single Person who would proclaim the Word in a way so preeminent that only
Moses’ ministry is worthy of comparison (cf. Lk.9:8; Jn.1:21; 1:25; 1:45; 6:14; 7:20; Heb.3:1-
16). The sublime fulfillment of these verses is therefore in the first coming of our Savior (cf.
Acts 3:22-26; 7:37). This fact, however, does not preclude a final application of the passage to
Moses’ return. For while the salvation of Israel has indeed been accomplished by our Lord’s first
advent, present and prophetic circumstances still require just such a preeminent prophet to
resurrect the true worship of God, and, other than our Lord whose return must await the
Tribulation’s conclusion, no one is more “like Moses” than Moses himself. In John 1:25 we find
both sets of types and antitypes linked where, speaking to the Messiah’s herald, John the baptist,
the type of Elijah, the Pharisee’s disciples ask, “So why are you baptizing if you are neither the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”. It is generally accepted that one half of this pair of types
will precede Jesus’ return (i.e., Elijah). Given the consistent linkage of the two in scripture, there
is no more likely candidate to be identified as the second witness than Moses.

Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, which I commanded him on Horeb (i.e.,
Sinai) concerning all Israel, [with both its] statutes and judgments — behold, I am about
to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the Day of the Lord, [that] great and
awesome [Day], so that he may restore [to God] the hearts of the fathers along with
[their] children and the hearts of the children along with their fathers, lest I come and
smite the land with complete devastation. Malachi 4:4-6

38



The first thing to note about the passage above, a fact usually overlooked in interpretation, is that
Moses also figures prominently in this prophecy. The specific mention of Moses in connection
with “remembering” the Law with all its “statutes and judgments” foreshadows the reinstitution
of the temple rite in the reconstructed temple. “Remembering the Law”, in fact, comes first, and
is followed by the heart-restoration said to be mediated by Elijah. As in our other parallels,
Moses is first, then Elijah, indicating that the rebuilding of the temple and the reinitiating of the
sacrifices will be instrumental in and fundamental to the spiritual revival (Elijah’s area of
expertise) and the ministry of the 144,000. Incidentally, in both passages quoted above, Sinai is
called by its alternative name, “Horeb”, which means “devastation” in Hebrew. This appellation
brings to mind the desolate spirituality of Israel which will obtain when the two witnesses begin
their ministry, and the concomitant need for complete restoration not only in terms of spiritual
response, but also of the main concrete features of the Law (namely, the rebuilding of the temple
and the reconstitution of its rites, Moses’ area of expertise; cf. also Ex.32-34).

So repent and turn back [to God] for the blotting out of your sins, so that times of revival
may come from the Lord, and so that He may send to you the One acknowledged as the
Christ [Messiah], [namely] Jesus, who must remain in heaven (lit., “whom heaven must
receive”) until the times of the restoration of all things of which God has spoken through
the mouths of His holy prophets from of old. For Moses said “The Lord Your God will
raise up for you a Prophet like me”. Acts 3:19-22

In the context above, Peter is referring to our Lord Jesus Christ when he mentions the Prophet
who was to come in order to explain to his contemporaries that Jesus was that Prophet in the
most direct fulfillment of Moses’ prophecy. But it is significant that in this context of future
revival that precedes our Lord’s return (i.e., “so that times of revival may come” and “Jesus, who
must remain in heaven unti/ the times of the restoration”), that Moses is mentioned, once again
the inseparable type to our Lord’s antitype whenever the issue of the future revival and
restoration of Israel comes up. Also present in the passage above is the dual focus of the two
witnesses’ ministry, both revival (the spiritual aspect represented by Elijah) and restoration (the
visible aspect represented by Moses). That both aspects of preparation for Jesus’ Second Advent
should be so mentioned is not surprising, for it is through the persons of both of these two
witnesses that God will prepare His people for His return.

For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John [the baptist]. And if you are
willing to accept [this], he himself (i.e., John) is [typical of] Elijah who is destined to
come [in the future]. Matthew 11:13-14

And He answered and said, “Elijah is coming [in the future] and will [then] restore all
things. And I tell you that Elijah has [also] already come [in true type] and they did not
acknowledge him, but did to him such [terrible] things as they desired. In the same way
the Son of Man is also going to suffer at their hands”. Matthew 17:11-13 (cf. Mk.9:11-
13)
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In both of the above passages, our Lord confirms to His contemporaries the still future coming of
the actual Elijah. His true type, however, had already come (i.e., John the baptist), just as Moses’
true type was standing there among them (i.e., our Lord Himself, the Prophet about whom Moses
spoke). The return of Elijah, the type of John, will be accompanied by the return of Moses, the
type of Christ.

To help illustrate this point, a few words are in order here concerning some of the similarities
between this dual set of types and antitypes .

. The two witnesses minister for three and one half years (Rev.11:3), as did John and our
Lord Jesus Christ.

. John ministered “in the spirit and power of Elijah”(Lk.1:17), while Christ spoke of
Moses’ testimony about Himself (Jn.5:45-46; cf. Lk.24:44), and typicality to Himself
(Jn.3:14).

. Elijah’s extensive exile in the wilderness (1Kng.17:1-9) provides the type for John’s

ministry in the wilderness (Is.40:3-5), while Moses’ forty days on Mount Sinai (Ex.24:15-
18) is a type of Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness of testing and communion with God
(Matt.4:1-11).

. Elijah’s persecution by Jezebel and Ahab (1Kng.19) is typical of John’s persecution by
Herod and execution at Herodias’ behest (Matt.14:1-12), while Moses disappearance and
reappearance to His rebellious congregation (Ex.32:1) is typical of Christ’s death and
resurrection appearances to His doubting disciples (Jn.20:9; 20:25).

. Both John and Jesus were martyred (although this word hardly does justice to our Lord’s
unique sacrifice of Himself for the sins of the world), just as the two witnesses will be.
. Both Jesus and Moses are mediators of the New and Old Covenants respectively, wherein

they represent man to God and God to man (Gal.3:19-20; 1Tim.2:5; Heb.8:6; 9:15;
12:24), while both John and Elijah called their countrymen to repent and adhere to these
covenants (1Kng.18:21; Matt.3:1-2).

. Only Moses spoke with the Lord face to face (Ex.33:11), and only Christ has seen the
Father (Jn.1:18), while both John and Elijah received special communication from our
Lord Himself when they faltered in their faith (1Kng.19:9-18; Lk.7:18-28).

6. Their miracles: Besides Moses, no other Old Testament believer was responsible for
administering more numerous and more impressive miracles than Elijah (e.g., the bottomless jars
of oil and flour, the raising of the widow’s son, the heavenly fire which consumed the altar
sacrifice, etc.). Only Elisha comes close, and his miracles were performed through the granting
of a double portion of Elijah’s special unction of the Spirit, before the receipt of which Elisha did
no miracles (2Kng.2:9-10; cf. Lk.1:17). Apropos of our point here is that supernatural blood was
the crucial third “sign” given to Moses by the Lord to validate his authority (Ex.4:9 with
Rev.11:5-6), the precise supernaturally validating sign of the first two trumpet judgments
(Rev.8:6-9), and that by Elijah’s word and through his prayer, no rain fell for three and one half
years, the precise period of the two witnesses’ ministry, that is, the first half of the Tribulation
(Lk.4:25; Jas.5:16-18; cf. Rev.11:5-6).
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7. The Transfiguration: One of the clearest proofs of the identity of the two witnesses is their
appearance with our Lord at His transfiguration (Matt.16:28-17:13; Mk.9:1-13; Lk.9:27-36).
That event is expressly stated to have been a prophetic foretaste of our Lord’s Second Advent
and the coming of His kingdom (cf. Matt.16:28; Mk.9:1; Lk.9:27). Given that the passages
dealing with the transfiguration mention both Moses and Elijah, the literal Moses and Elijah, in
connection with this preview of Christ’s return, it is natural and necessary to connect them with
the two witnesses of Revelation chapter eleven who herald that very return. After the event,
Jesus’ disciples asked Him only about Elijah and He responded in kind. But our Lord’s
response, that Elijah would come “first” (i.e., before the Second Advent which His recent
transfiguration had previewed), gave them (and give us) no reason to suppose that both of His
famous interlocutors on the mountain would not precede Him. Moses’ presence on the mountain
with Elijah serves to demonstrate that, following our Lord’s death and resurrection (also
represented in the transfiguration: cf. respectively Lk.9:31 and Jesus’ glorified, resurrection-like
appearance on the mountain), both will precede His return (as the two witnesses to and heralds of
that return).

8. The bodies of Moses and Elijah: The return of Moses and Elijah will not be a case of
resurrection, but of resuscitation. The ruler’s daughter, the widow’s son, and Lazarus, all
brought back by Jesus (Matt.9:18-26; Lk.7:11-17; Jn.11:1-44), Tabitha brought back by Peter
(Acts 9:36-42), and the boy brought back by Paul (Acts 20:7-12), the young boys brought back
by Elijah and Elisha respectively (1Kng.17:17-24; 2Kng.4:8-37), the dead who rose following the
crucifixion (Matt.27:52-53), and all of the other examples of this miracle whether recorded in the
scriptures or not are without exception examples of what we are calling here “resuscitation”
rather than “resurrection”, because in all of these cases the individuals later died again physically
(in contrast to Christ who has been truly “resurrected” and is no longer subject to death in His
humanity for He is “destined to see corruption no longer”, Acts 13:34). Since Moses and Elijah
reappear physically before the Second Advent, and since they are in fact killed by antichrist at the
end of their ministry, we may say of a certainty that what we have here is indeed a case of
resuscitation rather than of resurrection (cf. Rev.11:3-12).

In the cases of both Moses and Elijah, their departure from this life the first time was absolutely
unique (as indeed it will also be the next time: Rev.11:11-12). Elijah’s departure in the heavenly
chariot needs no great elaboration (2Kng.2:1-18). Elisha’s extensive search after the fact (at the
request of the company of prophets) demonstrates that no physical trace of his body was left
behind. In Moses’ case, we are told that he was “buried” in the valley opposite Beth Peor
(Deut.34:5-6). However, we are also told in the same verse that “to this day no one knows where
his grave is”. Deuteronomy 34:6 actually attributes the burial to God Himself, and Jude clarifies
the situation: the “burial” was only temporary (thus explaining why the site could not be known).
Jude 1:9 explains that, like Elijah’s physical body, Moses’ body too was uniquely taken to
heaven by angelic agency, an operation which was carried out by the archangel Michael and
contested by the devil. Thus, the physical bodies of both of these two extraordinary servants of
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our Lord left earth in an extraordinary way, precisely so that they might later return via
resuscitation after so many years in an equally remarkable and unprecedented way.

9. Their unfinished business: It is also significant that the ministries of both of these great
believers were cut short. Moses did not enter the promised land and it was left for Joshua to
settle the Israelites in Canaan. Elijah did not complete his ministry of revival and miraculous
witness, but was succeeded in his work by Elisha. Neither man enjoyed great spiritual response
from the congregation to whom each ministered so exceptionally, and both men were, in effect,
“replaced” by God on account of momentary lapses in their otherwise magnificent service to the
Lord (each of which was motivated in no small part by their reaction to this lack of response). In
anger at the abuse heaped upon him by his stubborn charges, Moses violated God’s specific
instructions at Kadesh (i.e., Meribah: Num.20:2-13; Ps.95:8). In fear for his life from the pagan
government which the people did not overturn after the miracles on Mount Carmel, Elijah
temporarily abandoned his ministry and retreated to the desert (1Kng.19:1-4). In both cases, each
was temporarily acting contrary to his own character (Moses, normally the most humble of men
[cf. Num.12:3], reacting in arrogant anger, and Elijah, normally so courageous [cf. 1Kng.18:8-
16], reacting in self-pity and fear). Both men recovered swiftly from what may seem to us
understandable and perhaps even minor transgressions, but the termination of these great
ministries as a result of their failings shows us an important biblical principle: to whom much
has been given, much is expected (Lk.12:48). Perhaps only a handful of believers in the history
of the world have attained anything like the spirituality of these two men, and even fewer have
been entrusted with ministries of the magnitude they enjoyed. With such great privilege comes
great responsibility. Scripture is very clear about the fact that both men’s ministries were
prematurely terminated (Num.20:12; Deut.1:37; 3:23-26; 32:48-52; Ps.106:32-33; 1Kng.19:15-
18; 2Kng.2:9-10).

In the return of Moses and Elijah, therefore, we once again see the awesome grace of God at
work. For both men are going to be given a “second chance”, so to speak (although, in
comparative terms, the rewards they have earned even without this new opportunity will be
surpassed by few if any). This observation helps to explain the symbolism of the posture of the
two witnesses. Along with the olive trees, lampstands, and columns, they are standing rather
than sitting. Just as the Lamb stands up to receive the scroll from the Father’s hand to begin the
Tribulation which terminates with His glorious return (Rev.5:6; cf. Ps.110:1), so the standing
posture of Moses and Elijah in all of the citations and analogies given above indicates that their
work is not yet done. They will return to earth once more to set the capstone on two of the most
spectacular performances in history of believers in the service of our Lord.

The main duties of Moses and Elijah during their forty-two month ministry have in the main
been adumbrated above. Theywill . . . ..

1) bring about the reconstruction of the temple.

2) reconstitute the temple worship.
3) direct the ministry of the 144,000.
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4) be involved in the earthly direction of the trumpet judgment plagues, as well many
other similar plagues of more limited scope (Rev.11:5-6).

10. The war against Moses and Elijah: The Greek phraseology of Revelation 11:7 specifically
the use of the words “war” (polemos) and “conquer” (nikao), strongly suggest that the beast’s
elimination of Moses and Elijah will be far from an easy or instantaneous matter. It will be, as
the context intimates, a genuine battle. The God-given ability of the two witnesses to unleash
blasts of fire from their mouths proved an effective deterrent during the three and a half years of
their ministry (Rev.11:5), and we may expect that, just as Elijah’s prayers were answered with
the result that several large detachments of soldiers were similarly destroyed, so here as well a
large number of antichrist’s henchmen will meet their doom. We are not told the precise means
used by antichrist to overcome the two prophets, and it is possible that part of antichrist’s
approach will be to “fight fire with fire”, making maximum use of the satanic power given to him
and his key lieutenant, the false prophet (who likewise has a similar ability to bring fire down
from the sky: Rev.13:13). However, we may safely say that no means available to antichrist
would have been capable of removing Moses and Elijah from the scene had it not been the will
of God for their ministry to conclude in this dramatic fashion (cf. Is.54:15-17).

11. The three and a half days: Days frequently represent longer periods of time in biblical
symbolism. Here the three and a half days during which the bodies of Moses and Elijah will lie
lifeless in the center of Jerusalem represent the three and a half years of spiritual desolation and
persecution which are about to commence (i.e., the Great Tribulation). The two witnesses will
be, in effect, precursors of the martyrs of the Great Persecution which is about to break out upon
believers all over the world (with the 144,000 being the first to fall in it). The deaths of the two
witnesses will serve to alert those faithful to Jesus Christ of that coming storm of unequaled
tribulation and persecution (cf. Lk.23:31).

The deaths of Moses and Elijah will be met with great joy on the part of the majority of the
earth’s inhabitants. Rather than being grateful to God for His gracious warnings and turning to
Him, the unbelieving world will be all too pleased to see these two great men of God destroyed.
The world is now ripe for dominance by antichrist, and in choosing to support him in his “war”
against the two witnesses, and by rejoicing in his victory over the servants of the Lord, the world
will not only be openly and unreservedly choosing for the beast, but will also be handing him the
ultimate opportunity to establish his own alternative religion, and thus impose a large measure of
religious dominance over the entire globe by its establishment (a development which will in turn
cement the political, economic, and social control he will gain at the Tribulation’s midpoint with
the defeat of the last coalition to oppose him). The reviving of Moses and Elijah, on the other
hand, will be a matter of great encouragement for all God’s people, reminding us of His complete
power, even over death. For their resuscitation at the end of the three and a half days will
symbolize the resurrection of all believers three and a half years from this point at the end of the
Great Tribulation (cf. 1Cor.15:23; 1Thes.4:16-17).
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12. The Third Woe: The termination of the joint ministry of Moses and Elijah and the 144,000
marks the conclusion of the second woe, because at this point the first six trumpet judgments as
well as all the localized plagues administered by the two witnesses in support of the 144,000
have come to an end. The third woe, said to be “coming soon” in Revelation 11:14, begins
immediately after the ascending of the two witnesses when the seventh angel sounds his trumpet
(Rev.11:15). For the third woe, the seventh trumpet judgment, and the Great Tribulation all refer
to the same period of time, the horrific final three and a half years that precede our Lord’s return.
That period will be a period of woe, because the earth has never and will never again see darker
days (Dan.12:1; Joel 2:2; Matt.24:21; Mk.13:19). That period will be a warning period
(symbolized by the trumpet), because its terrifying nature warns of the day of judgment soon to
come (Matt.3:10-12; 2Pet.3:10-13). And that period will be a period of unparalleled tribulation,
because within it the greatest persecution in the history of the Church of Jesus Christ will take
place, when Satan and his fallen angels are cast down to earth (Rev.12:7-9), and through his
minion antichrist he vents his wrath on the Body of Christ.

5. Antichrist and his Kingdom
A. Sources for and Prophetic Types of Antichrist and his Kingdom

Scripture assigns several names to the individual who will rise to power and control of the entire
earth during the Tribulation:

1. "The beast" (Rev.11:7; 13:1-18; 14:9-11; 15:2; 16:2; 16:10; 16:13; 17:7-17; 19:20; 20:4;
20:10) — because he is the devil's seed (Gen.3:15).

2. "The man of lawlessness" (2Thess.2:3) — because he will oppose all divine and human law,
destroying the divine framework of nationalism (Acts 17:26-27), and changing "the times and the
laws" (Dan.7:25).

3. "Antichrist" (1Jn.2:18; 2:22; 4:3; 2Jn.1:7). This title is perhaps the most illuminating in regard
to the beast's true character and also to the devil's strategy in opposing Christ through this his
most intense offensive against the people of God. The Greek preposition anti (avtt), when used
in compounds of this sort, often bears two senses: first, anti means something "opposed to" the
thing to which it is prefixed; secondly, it can also mean a "substitute for" that thing. And, truly,
the beast, Satan's "anointed one" or false "Messiah" (Christos, Xpiot10¢, being the Greek
equivalent to the Hebrew Meshiach, nw-r), will be both: a pseudo, substitute Christ who will at
the same time directly and violently oppose our Lord and His holy people, Israel and the Church.

B. The Origin, Character and Rise of Antichrist:

1. The Origin of Antichrist
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And I shall place hostility between you and the woman, that is, between your seed and her
Seed. He (i.e., Christ) will attack you head[-on], but you will attack Him from behind"
(lit., "His heel").

Genesis 3:15

(8) And then the lawless one (i.e., antichrist) will be revealed, [that same one] whom the
Lord Jesus will slay with the breath of His mouth and destroy when He appears at His
[glorious] return — [that same lawless one] (9) whose appearance [will come about]
through Satan's empowerment [and will be] accompanied by every [sort of] false miracle,
both signs and portents, (10) and by every [sort of] unrighteous deception [designed] for
those who are perishing, [namely those who will believe these lies] because they did not

open themselves up to the love for the truth so as to be saved.
2nd Thessalonians 2:8-10

These passages demonstrate the satanic paternity of antichrist, sired by the devil (in the manner
of the Nephilim). As to the beast's human origin, scripture indicates that is Jewish, specifically
from the tribe of Dan, the only tribe not mentioned in the list of the 144,000 witnesses in
Revelation 7:5-8, and prophesied in the book of Genesis as being the tribe of antichrist's origin
(compare Deut.33:22):

(16) Dan [in the person of antichrist] will judge his people as if he were [of] one of the
tribes of Israel. (17) [But] Dan (i.e., antichrist) will be a serpent beside the road, a viper
beside the path, one who strikes at a horses heels, so that its rider falls [off] backwards.

(18) I wait [in hope] for your deliverance, O Lord!
Genesis 49:16-18

As to national origin, antichrist will come from Babylon — not the historical, middle eastern
Babylon, but rather "mystery Babylon", the powerful nation which, at the outset of the
Tribulation,"reigns over the kingdoms of the earth" (Rev.17:18).

2. The Character of Antichrist

(23) And at the end of their kingdom (i.e., during the Tribulation), when rebels are being
confirmed [in their apostasy], there will arise a stern-faced king (i.e., antichrist),
well-versed in deception. (24) And he will become exceptionally powerful — but not
through his own power. And he will be astoundingly successful in his corrupting
[activities]. And he will even undertake to corrupt the mighty men (i.e., believers) and [a
part of] the holy people (i.e., Israel). (25) And on account of his cunning, [his] conspiracy
will prosper under his direction. And he will [greatly] magnify himself in his own
thinking, and by his seductive ways he will corrupt many. He will even take his stand

against the Prince of princes, and will be shattered apart from human agency.
Daniel 8:23-25
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The passage above, speaking about antichrist by comparison to Antiochus Epiphanes (as
exegetes as long ago as Jerome have generally recognized), says much about the beast's essential
character. He is said to be "stern-faced" (referring to his unequaled brazenness and audacity; cf.
Deut.28:50; Prov.7:13; 21:29), "well-versed in deception” (the beast will be a consummate actor
and a practiced conspirator, with the phrase which literally means "understanding riddles"
capturing his satanically empowered evil intelligence and the exceptionally deceptive uses to
which he will apply it; cf. Dan.11:27), "astoundingly successful in his corrupting [activities]"
(referring to the beast's success in deceiving and enlisting both unbelievers and apostate believers
to his cause) and "will even undertake to corrupt the mighty men and [a part of] the holy people".
These essential attributes and abilities are said to flow directly into antichrist's other tribulational
activities, which are likewise revealing of his character: "on account of his cunning (the beast's
animal-like craftiness), [his] conspiracy will prosper" to the point that "he will [greatly] magnify
himself in his own thinking" (the arrogance of antichrist outstripping the bounds of normal
human restraint; cf. 2Thes.2:4), so that "by his seductive ways he will corrupt many" (the beast's
politico-religious movement undermining godly thinking and behavior), and will finally "even
take his stand against the Prince of princes" (i.e., in his arrogance, antichrist will even think
himself capable of opposing Christ).

And the beast which I saw resembled a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and

his mouth was like that of lions.
Revelation 13:2a

Antichrist is, after all, "the beast", a title which calls attention to the inhuman nature of this
halfling, sired by the devil. The comparison to the leopard as the main point of analogy in this
passage from Revelation paints antichrist as a terrifying, decisive, dangerous, violent,
treacherous, wily individual, restless in a cat-like way in his desire to further his evil schemes (cf.
Hab.2:5), while the bear-like feet and lion-like mouth refer to the unprecedented "tearing" and
"biting" power of the beast once in control of his empire. In matters of both politics and war,
therefore, antichrist will be exceptionally effective, blending guile and force in a potent and
irresistible mix — just as Daniel also predicts:

And there will arise in his place a [man of] contempt upon whom they will not bestow the
honor of the kingship [in a normal fashion]; rather, he will come [to power] through

seductive [methods], and will take control of his kingdom by means of duplicity.
Daniel 11:21

3. The Rise of Antichrist

(21) And there will arise in his place a [man of] contempt upon whom they will not
bestow the honor of the kingship (i.e., he will not come to power in a legal, conventional
way). Rather, he will come [to power] through seductive [methods], and will take control
of his kingdom (i.e., mystery Babylon) by means of duplicity. (22) Now it is from him
that the flood waters (i.e., armies: Dan.9:26; 11:40; cf. Is.8:7-8; 28:15-22; Nah.1:8;
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Rev.12:15) will pour forth and be shattered (i.e., at Armageddon), for he is even "the
prince of the covenant” (i.e., the author of the pseudo-Messianic peace treaty with Israel:
Dan.9:27). (23) After men have leagued themselves to him, he will set his conspiracy in
motion and will grow [in power] and become [very] strong, even though his faction is

small.
Daniel 11:21-23

This passage sets forth all the key elements in the beast's rise to power:

a) the leader: antichrist's plan for gaining power in Babylon will entail "seductive means" (v.21),
"duplicity" (v.21), and "a conspiracy" (v.23).

b) the movement: through a subtle blend of religion and politics, antichrist will come closer than
anyone before him in history to offering all things to all people, combining the deepest desires of
each group and faction into one policy designed to "change the world".

c) the party: even though antichrist's "inner party" is small, it will be dedicated and effective in
promoting the propaganda the beast will require to exploit upheaval, build a mass movement, and
thus come to absolute power.

d) the crusade: the key to fulfilling the program of the pseudo-Messiah and his party will be the
prophetic and apocalyptic crusade for the destruction of "antichrist" and the enrichment of the
true beast's party, country and allies thereby (though of course the beast is not Christ, nor will the
"king of the south" be truly antichrist — albeit this is the way the beast will portray things).

e) the seizure of power: while scripture does not present a specific triggering event for antichrist's

taking over of Babylon, our passage above, Daniel 11:21-23, indicates that it will be an illegal
move rather than accomplished through constitutional means.

C. The Kingdom of the Beast (Babylon and the Revived Roman Empire)

(7) After this, I was watching in the vision of the night and, behold, a fourth beast (i.e.,
Rome/revived Rome), terrible and fearsome and exceedingly powerful. And it had huge
iron teeth. It devoured [all the others], crushing [them] to bits and trampling under foot
whatever was left. Now this beast was different from those which preceded it, and it had
ten horns. (8) [ was considering these [ten] horns when, behold, another horn, a little one,
came up among them. And three of the previous horns were rooted up from before it.
And, behold, this horn had eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking
presumptuous things (i.e., against God).

Daniel 7:7-8

(19) Then I wished to know the details about the fourth beast (i.e., Rome/revived Rome)
which was different from all the others. It had iron teeth which were exceedingly terrible,
and claws made of bronze. It devoured [all the others], crushing [them] to bits and
trampling under foot whatever was left. (20) And [I also desired to know the details]
about the ten horns on its head, and the other one (i.e., antichrist) which came up later,

and before which three of the former ones fell (i.e., the southern alliance) . . . . .
Daniel 7:19-20a
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And as to the ten horns, from that kingdom (i.e., Rome, the fourth beast) ten kings will
arise, and another one (i.e., antichrist) will arise after them. And he will be different from

the former ones, and he will cast down three kingdoms.
Daniel 7:24

In the book of Revelation, the term "beast" is used both for a person (the son of Satan) and also
for the empire he personifies (the revived Roman empire). As the verses above demonstrate,
antichrist, who begins his political career by rising to power in Babylon, will soon move from
that power base to gain control of the territory which in John's day belonged to the Roman
empire. In our day as well as in that near future day, these states will not yet be part of a
powerful whole as in the case of historical Rome. That empire "has died" (Rev.17:8-10; cf.
Dan.2:39-43; 9:26-27; and compare Dan.7:24 with Rev.17:12). The beast will revive the empire
by taking control of the "seven kingdoms" (the seven "horns", a series of alliances or "power-
blocs" by the time of the Tribulation) through conspiratorial rather than strictly military means.
In this effort the "seven kings" (likely also nephilim as is the case with antichrist) will support
him greatly so that the process will be concluded in an amazingly short period of time not long
after the commencement of the Tribulation. The bulk of the first half of the seven years will be
taken up with antichrist's reduction of the one other major pan-state empire, the three kingdoms
of "the south" (called in this study "the southern alliance"). These three are also likely minions of
antichrist in secret (explaining the conspiracy against the king of the south described in Daniel
11:26). Once antichrist consolidates his power worldwide, the seven and three together will
constitute the "ten horns" and "ten kings" described in Revelation 17:12 (cf. Dan.7:24). For our
purposes here it is important to understand that revived Rome, described as "the beast" (as is also
antichrist, its ruler), is the resuscitated Roman empire, consisting of roughly the same
geographical and ethnic extent as the original at the height of its power during John's day. But
this political beast (not to be confused with the personal "beast", antichrist, who rules it) is
different from Babylon, the original power base of antichrist. In terms of biblical geography, the
seven kingdoms of initially revived Rome constitute the "north", and these will under antichrist's
leadership defeat "the south", the other three areas of the historical Roman empire, in no small
part through the power of Babylon, the biblical "west", whence antichrist arises. After this series
of campaigns, the biblical "east" will also fall under antichrist's control, at least nominally (cf.
Rev.13:3-4 and Rev.16:12-14), leaving the entire world under his dominion.

D. The First Campaign against the South

[After his conquest of revived Rome, antichrist] will distribute plunder, spoils and riches
to his [followers] and will afterwards plot against the [three remaining] powers (i.e., the

three sub-coalitions of the southern alliance), but [will wait] for an opportune time.
Daniel 11:24b

Having secured his control of revived Rome in the fall of 2028, antichrist will, shortly thereafter,
begin military operations against the Mahdi's three kingdom military alliance of the south
(essentially consisting of the entire Muslim world). Any military campaign in the Mideast on the
scale and of the scope of this massive invasion would be well advised to have concluded major
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combat operations before the heat and storms of mid-summer begin. A six month time-frame
beginning at this point and ending roughly in the summer of 2029 is thus the most likely scenario
for the marshaling of forces, transit to theater, combat operations, consolidation of gains, and
return of the military assets necessary for this first campaign — not an implausibly short length of
time when we recall that all of the beast's operations will be characterized by just such
exceptional rapidity (cf. the winged leopard of Rev.13:2). This time-line also has the virtue of
allowing a comparable and parallel time period for the second campaign the following year (i.e.,
commencing fall of 2029), whose termination point (i.e., summer of 2030) would then coincide
perfectly with the commencement of the Great Tribulation, exactly as scripture predicts (cf.
especially Dan.11:29-31).

And from one of the [four horns] came forth another horn, a small one (i.c., antichrist),
but it grew great towards the south and towards the east and towards the Beautiful Land
(i.e., Israel).

Daniel 8:9

Since antichrist already dominates the north (and arose in the west, Babylon), only the south,
east, and Israel are outside of his complete control at this point of the Tribulation (for while he
has the secular ruler of Israel in his camp, the ministry of Moses and Elijah will still be in place
and flourishing at this point). The expansion towards the south mentioned in Daniel 8:9 refers to
the conquest of the southern alliance in the two campaigns of Daniel chapter 11, while the
eastward expansion is a reference to the progressive occupation and domination of the one other
remaining quadrant of the world not as yet under the beast's direct rule. By the time of
Armageddon, we see the east also under antichrist's command (Rev.16:12-14; cf. the temporary
disruption of that control occasioned by the bowl judgments: Dan.11:44). The final place on
earth to succumb to the beast's direct authority will be the land of Israel, and we can see in the
pattern of Daniel 8:9 not only a strategy for world domination, but also the primary purpose
behind it, replacement of the worship of the One true God with the worship of the devil and his
son antichrist, and the concomitant destruction of God's holy people, Israel.

The southern alliance will therefore represent the last major military impediment to antichrist's
domination of the world. The combination of economic, political, and military power projected
by Babylon, revived Rome, and the growing coalition of the world's nations falling like dominos
at the feet of the beast will remove all other major resistance by the Tribulation's mid-point. The
two campaigns against the south, through their scale, rapidity, and success will in particular no
doubt also produce a bandwagon effect for joining with rather than opposing the beast until the
whole unbelieving world shouts with one accord "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make
war with him?" (Rev.13:4).

(3) And when He sat down on the Mount of Olives, His disciples came to Him privately,
saying, "Tell us when these things will be, and what the sign is of your return and of the
end of the age?" (4) And Jesus answered and said, "See to it that no one deceives you. (5)
For many will come in My Name, saying, 'l am the Christ', and they will deceive many
people. (6) And you are going to hear about [actual] wars and impending wars. Make sure
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you do not become [overly] alarmed [by such things]. For [these things] must happen, but
this is not yet the end [of the Tribulation]. (7) For [before that end] a nation will rise
against a nation (i.e., in general terms, the Japhetic pan-nation against the Semitic
pan-nation), even a kingdom against a kingdom (i.e., Babylon and revived Rome versus
the southern alliance; cf. Dan.11:25-30; 11:40), and there will be famines and
earthquakes in various places. (8) But all these things are [merely] the beginning of the

birth pangs (i.e., the first half of the Tribulation).
Matthew 24:3-8

We can see in our Lord's words above the significance of the conflict between north and south
that will dominate the secular political events of the Tribulation's first half (made parallel here to
the "famines and earthquakes" which, as we have seen, are shorthand for the divine warning
"trumpet judgments" which will also characterize this period). The "wars and impending wars"
that will occupy the secular world's attention at this time are significant enough to rate special
mention by our Lord, and so we may glean from this combination of remarks that the scale of the
warfare between the beast's coalition and the Mahdi's alliance, the two most significant "nations"
and "kingdoms" on earth, will be enormous.

Then he (i.e., the king of the north, antichrist) will rouse up his power and desire against
the king of the south with a great force, but the king of the south will mobilize for war

with an equally great force which will also be very powerful.
Daniel 11:25a

Rarely in the history of warfare have two coalitions mobilized such exceptional and comparably
powerful armies for a particular confrontation. Although August of 1914 may provide a rough
parallel, in terms of the numbers deployed, the distances involved, the firepower available, the
ideological fervor motivating the conflict, and the overall scale involved here (i.e., with roughly
two entire quadrants of the world engaged in this titanic struggle), this campaign is likely only to
be eclipsed by the ones which follow (i.e., the second campaign of Dan.11:29-30; 11:40-43, and
the Armageddon campaign).

In addition to all of the other issues involved in these campaigns, both coalitions will also have to
contend with the trumpet judgments which, as we have seen, will be taking place during this
entire later period of the Tribulation's first half. On the political front, it is at least conceivable
that, for the consumption of the unbelieving world, antichrist in his capacity of pseudo-Messiah
will "spin" these trumpet judgments as divine displeasure for the world's failure to support Israel
(though he himself, of course, has in mind her eventual destruction), thus adding emotional
impetus and added justification to his "crusade". The people who know their God will not be
fooled by this false interpretation, and we can be sure that the truth will be made clear by Moses
and Elijah along with the 144,000 — for all who are willing to receive the truth. On the
operational front, the events of the trumpet judgments will clearly cause complications for daily
life in general, and all the more so for military operations. The chart below which compares the
probable time-line for these two campaigns with these judgments of divine warning indicates a
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coincidence of trumpet judgments three and four with the first campaign, and of trumpet
judgment six with the second:

*for all charts:  http://ichthys.com/Bible charts and illustrations.htm

As the juxtaposition of events in the chart above makes clear, the initial phase of the first
campaign will be conducted in the aftermath of the smiting of the world's fresh water by the
"Wormwood" asteroid (while the world is still suffering under its effects), then, at roughly the
campaign's mid-point, the world's heavenly lights will be stricken (with these effects lasting
throughout the rest of the campaign). Just as king Ahab went to great lengths to preserve his
military assets during a comparable water shortage occasioned by divine judgment, and no doubt
did so at the expense of his suffering population (1Ki.18:2-6), so we may expect that whatever
difficulties the population of the earth experiences from the third trumpet judgment (which we
are told will result in many fatalities: Rev.8:11), both antichrist and the leader of the southern
alliance will ensure that their vast armies are not seriously inconvenienced, no matter how much
more difficult this may make things for their subject populations. Aside from the logistical
problems of transporting additional fresh water over vast distances into terrain that is
inhospitable under the best of circumstances, it is probable that the third trumpet will not
otherwise seriously affect the course of this campaign (and, indeed, there is no indication from
Daniel chapter 11 that it does). The fourth trumpet judgment, the significant diminution of light
which will occur during the four month period that coincides with the middle and the end of this
campaign, may actually have an enabling effect, for it will virtually ensure that the heat which
might otherwise prove an impediment to the unprecedented marches this expedition will entail
on both sides will be significantly less than would otherwise be the case. In any event, we may
conclude from the scriptural testimony about the fact of this campaign and its successful
conclusion on the part of the beast that at the very worst the negative effects of these two
judgments will likely affect both sides equally, and will not, in any case, prevent its successful
conclusion by the forces of Babylon and revived Rome.

One of the main differences between the two campaigns which antichrist will launch against the
triple coalition of the south will be that while the second campaign will be characterized by the
decisive intervention of an overwhelmingly superior navy (cf. the Hebrew of Num.24:23-24;
Dan.11:30; 11:40; covered below), this first expedition will apparently consist, as intimated
above, entirely of a ground invasion. Several reasons may be adduced for this. First, much of
what still remains semi-independent in the world will still be in the process of being consolidated
under antichrist's control at this time. The concentration of the southern hemisphere's population
and power on the litoral of the world's great oceans will require a significant application of naval
power to secure, and it is likely that the combined navies and amphibious forces of Babylon and
revived Rome will be too preoccupied in this task to have much of an impact in this first
campaign. Secondly, it is also likely, given the essential geography of revived Rome versus the
southern alliance, that antichrist will need two campaigns to complete the task, and that this first,
primarily ground operation, will have as its strategic objective an initial degradation of the
south's armed forces and the seizure of key terrain for the establishment of bases and staging of
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resources that will ultimately be necessary to deliver a knock-out blow in the follow-on
campaign. Additionally, the conduct of the first campaign as an entirely overland operation
proceeding from north to south will also serve to create an opportunity for strategic surprise by
making the massive naval operations of the second campaign a less anticipated development.

Nevertheless, he (i.e., the king of the south) will not be able to stand [against the king of
the north], for they (i.e., the three subordinate southern kings) shall devise plots against
[the king of the south]. (26) For those who eat his choice food (i.e., his inner circle) will
break him, and [this is why] his force will flood away, and many will fall slain. (27) And
though these two kings (i.e., antichrist and the Mahdi) set their hearts on evil and speak
lies at the same table (i.e., a peace conference), it will not prosper, for there will yet be an

end to the period [of the Great Tribulation].
Daniel 11:25b-27

All tactical considerations aside, the verses above clearly indicate that the primary reason for the
failure of the south and the victory of the north in this first confrontation will be the treachery
against the southern leader or Mahdi on the part of antichrist's agents (i.e., the three subordinate
kings of the south who are themselves part of the ten horns). All this suggests that the south's
forces will actually be significantly stronger than antichrist's numerically inferior (if perhaps
somewhat technologically superior) army, and that, had the battle taken place on a level playing
field, the result would have been much different. We are not told the specifics of how this inner
circle of the three kings will undermine the Mahdi's hopes in this first encounter, but it is not
difficult to guess. Through a combination of bad advice (i.e., encouraging the decisive action too
far north, thus making the logistical situation easier for the beast and more difficult for the
south), undermining morale, spreading false rumors, keeping the beast informed of all the
Mahdi's movements and plans, and deliberately failing to carry out necessary operations with
appropriate vigor, these three will be in a position to bestow upon the beast a decisive advantage.

It should be noted at this point that as a result of his strategic pull-back and the peace treaty with
the south, there will therefore probably be no large scale movement of the beast's troops into the
state of Israel at this time (that development will apparently await the conclusion of the second
campaign when antichrist will shift his world headquarters to Jerusalem; cf. Dan.11:41). As the
relatively vulnerable casus belli, we may theorize that Israel's primary role during this first
campaign will merely be to defend herself, and possibly also to act as a blocking force against the
direct intervention by the forces of the alliances' southernmost kingdom (i.e., Egypt and its
coalition partners). This does not mean, however, that the beast will not take advantage of this
opportunity to begin to apply the screws to Israel while he still has significant forces in the
vicinity. The political state of affairs within the state of Israel at this time is likely to be
extraordinarily tense. On the one hand, the secular Jewish majority will have placed a very strong
leader in power (one of the "ten kings" in fact). On the other hand, however, the ministry of
Moses and Elijah and the worldwide evangelism of the 144,000 directed by them will be
reaching its zenith at this point, producing a sizeable minority of believers.
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The defeat of the southern alliance will be a turn of events which will leave even many of the
most ardent supporters of the "worthless shepherd" (i.e., the Israeli premier) somewhat less
enthusiastic about the beast and his empire, while at the same time antichrist will also feel less
constrained in regard to his dealings with Israel. For with the south "set up" for defeat, the entire
world will be only one step away from falling completely into his hands, and the need for a great
cause, that is, the "crusade" to protect Israel, will soon be obsolete. At this point, then, the beast
will feel secure enough to take preliminary steps towards Israel which will leave objective
observers in little doubt about his ultimate designs for that state and for the Jewish people. For
while he had based his worldwide political campaign upon the need to protect Israel, in reality it
had always been his father Satan's plan to destroy her.

Now as he (i.e., antichrist) returns to his own land with great booty, his heart will be set
against the holy covenant, so that he will take action [against it] and [then] return to his

own land.
Daniel 11:28

The words "holy covenant" used here refer both to the administration of God's grace and truth to
the Jewish people through the restoration ministry of Moses and Elijah and the 144,000, and to
the heart and hand response of those in Israel who accept the message (cf. Dan.11:30; 11:32).

All of antichrist's long-distance efforts to hinder the ministry itself will prove unsuccessful at this
time (as the Lord will provide the two witnesses with ample ability to ward off any direct threats:
Rev.11:5-6; cf. 2Ki.1:9-15). But this verse does represent the beginning of the persecution that
will break forth with a vengeance after the conclusion of the second campaign. We can only
imagine what sort of intimidating measures the beast and the worthless shepherd will impose
upon true believers at this time (though they will likely include activities of the sort intimated by
Dan.8:10; 8:23-25; 11:32-35), but one can safely assume that particular pressure will be brought
to bear upon all those who have not openly accepted the message of salvation. Such a strategy
has the advantage of creating a widening rift between "the people who know their God" and
those who, while they may have a varying degree of emotional attachment to the restored ritual
of the temple, will be unwilling to abandon their worldly security for a genuine relationship with
Jesus Christ. Still, the reduction in personal freedoms and alteration/restriction of traditional
rituals which the actions of antichrist referred to here in Daniel 11:28 will no doubt entail
(especially coming at a time when the threat from the south has now been reduced) will not be
well received by many in Israel and will have repercussions as we shall see below.

E. The Second Campaign against the South
(29) During this period he will return and attack the south [again], but the circumstances

of this [second] campaign will not be like those of the first one. (30a) For ships of Kittim

(i.e., the western "Babylon") will attack with him [so that he will be victorious].
Daniel 11:29-30a
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Now at the time of the end, the king of the south (i.e., the Mahdi) will make a thrust at
him (i.e., the beast), with the result that the king of the north will come against him like a

whirlwind with chariots, and with cavalry, and with many ships.
Daniel 11:40a

In our consideration of this second and final campaign against the south, the reference in Daniel
to the naval forces of antichrist in both of these passages is very important to note. In the first
passage above, "Kittim", literally the people of the island of Cyprus, is most often used in
scripture as a generic term to refer to all of "the islands", that is, the nations of the world's
western quadrant (Is.23:1; 23:12; Jer.2:10; Ezek.27:6; i.e., as representative of all of the western
sons of Japheth from whom "the islands of the gentiles divided", Gen.10:4-5). What this means is
that these "ships of Kittim" are the ships of Babylon and its western allies. What we have here,
therefore, is a reference to the beast's own navy rather than to some extraneous force opposing
him (as is often erroneously supposed). Once this point is understood, it is clear to see that in
Daniel 11:30 these ships are the reason why "circumstances are different" in this second
campaign, for it is just this naval superiority which proves to be the decisive element in the
beast's victory, attacking "with him". In the second passage we see that antichrist's navy is not
only the ultimate element named in the threefold list of his combat arms (stressing its
importance), but is also the only one marked out as exceptional in terms of its quantity (i.e., his
ships are "many", even in comparison to his certainly numerous "chariots and cavalry").
Together, these two scriptures confirm that the second campaign will be won by antichrist
through the decisive use of seapower, and the precise manner in which he will employ that power
has also been given to us in prophecy, specifically in the last oracle of Balaam son of Besor:

(23) Then [Balaam] pronounced his oracle, and said, "Alas! Who can survive once God
unleashes it (i.e., the Great Tribulation)? (24) For ships will come from the direction of
Kittim, and they will afflict Ashur, and they will afflict Eber. For this is even the one (i.e.,

antichrist) . . . until he perishes."
Numbers 24:23-24

It is not unexpected that Balaam, who sought to curse Israel, should be given this prophecy about
the persecution emanating from the all-time nemesis of Israel, antichrist. However the context of
Balaam's last oracles (Num.24:14-24) have the stated purpose of conveying information about
"the days to come" (Num.24:14). In addition to this statement and to the other eschatological
elements in these prophecies (cf. the irrefutably Messianic "star" and "scepter" of Num.24:17),
the phraseology of the Hebrew words used in verse twenty-four above to identify the "mystery
man" who will be responsible for the future "affliction of Eber" (ve-gam hu'i: "for this is even the
one") is reminiscent of that used in the key passage in Daniel which likewise identifies antichrist
(i.e., Dan.11:22b: ve-gam naghidh berith: "for he is even the prince of the covenant", cf.
Dan.9:27). Together, these facts make the connection between these "ships of Kittim" and the
"ships of Kittim" in Daniel chapter 11 virtually certain. Balaam's prophecy also provides us with
the crucial information which details the precise place of this invasion, namely, through
present-day Lebanon-Syria and Israel. For Ashur, of course, is the original ancestor of Assyria
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just as Eber is of Israel (cf. respectively Gen.10:22 and Gen.11:10-31), making it clear that the
entire eastern coastline of the Mediterranean will be the focus of this unprecedented invasion.

The purpose for the massive amphibious assault suggested by these scriptures is plain enough
when one considers the actions of the king of the south described in Daniel 11:40a above. In that
verse, the king of the south is said to "make a thrust" against the king of the north in what would
have to be a south to north direction, a maneuver which would entail the large-scale movement of
most if not all of his forces toward the upper reaches of his realm, close to his border with
antichrist's kingdom. We may surmise that this has been antichrist's expectation and plan from
the very start, even from before the opening of the first campaign. By this time the Mahdi has no
doubt mobilized an even larger army, confident of victory based upon the previous campaign and
the improved ratio of forces that must now be even more heavily in his favor (when only those
forces deployed on the ground are considered). After the king of the south thrusts to the north,
Daniel 11:40 characterizes the beast's response as swift and furious (furious as a whirlwind,
according to the Hebrew text), and we are again reminded of the leopard-like swiftness which
characterizes all of antichrist's operations (Rev.13:2). Once the forces of the south have advanced
into his trap, the beast will spring it by launching the largest amphibious invasion in history with
the objective of cutting off his enemies from the rear, thus surrounding and then annihilating
them. In this way, the last major independent military force outside of antichrist's direct control
will be eliminated with a single blow.

Since this seaborne invasion will be directed at Syria-Lebanon-Israel, the general location of the
final battle of this campaign is thus most likely somewhere in northern Irag-Syria and southern
Turkey-Iran. This too is consistent with what we find elsewhere in scripture. As we have seen
above, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, is a scriptural type of antichrist, the prophetic king of
Babylon. Within the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel (esp. Is.19-20; Jer.46; and
Ezek.29-32), we also see the conflict between the historical Nebuchadnezzar and Egypt's Pharaoh
functioning as a prophetical analogy to the end times with its conflict between Babylon's
antichrist and the Mahdi of the southern alliance (whose political center of gravity is also Egypt;
cf. Dan.11:42). Therefore we can say that the conduct of antichrist's campaigns against the Mahdi
and his southern alliance will be similar in general terms to the scriptural representations found
in these prophecies.

Egypt will rise up like the Nile, and her waters (i.e., the forces of the southern alliance)
will surge forth like the [Nile's] streams. And she will say, "I will rise up. I will inundate

the world. I will destroy [its] cities and their inhabitants".
Jeremiah 46:8

Jeremiah places the decisive battle which will ensue as a result of the king of the south's "thrust"
and the king of the north's "whirlwind" response (cf. Dan.11:40) in the northern reaches of
southern alliance territory "by the river Euphrates", making the most likely focal point of the
decisive engagement, as mentioned immediately above, somewhere in the vicinity of present-day
Syria, Iraq, and southern Turkey (cf. Jer.46:2; 46:10):
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(3) "Muster [your troops] with buckler and shield, and advance to the battle. (4) Harness
your horses and order your cavalry to mount up. Assemble with your helmets. Polish your
spears. Put on your armor. (5) But why do I see them [all] terrified and falling back to the
rear? [It is because] their picked troops have been smashed and are in headlong flight.
They do not even look back, for there is terror all around [them]". (6) The Lord declares,
"Let the swift not flee [to safety] nor the strong escape. In the north, by the river

Euphrates, they shall stumble and fall".
Jeremiah 46:3-6

Following this massive defeat, little will be left for the forces of the beast other than to exploit
this victory:

(40b) And [the beast] will invade the lands [of the southern alliance], and inundate [them]
and sweep through [them], (41) and he will advance into the Beautiful land (i.e., Israel).
Now many lands will fall before him, but these will escape from his control: Edom, and
Moab, and the first [part of the territory] of the sons of Ammon (i.e., the southern half of
historical Ammon contiguous to Edom and Moab). (42) And [antichrist] will extend his
control over the lands (of the southern alliance), so that even the land of Egypt will not
escape. (43) Thus he will take control of all the repositories of gold and silver, even over
all of Egypt's treasures, with Libya (i.e., representing North Africa) and Cush (i.e.,
Sudan-Ethiopia) following her [in submission].

Daniel 11:40b-43

Egypt is emphasized here because it is the main pillar upon which the southern alliance will be
based. We may understand Libya to represent the entirety of North Africa, whereas Cush stands
for East Africa. The northern, eastern, and southeastern reaches of the south's three kingdom:s,
while not mentioned by name, fall into the category of the "many lands" of verse forty-one, so
that here we see the fulfillment of the prophecy of the fall of the "three horns". We should also
recall in this respect that the three kings of these sub-kingdoms who were so instrumental in the
beast's victory during the first campaign will certainly be exceptionally useful to him in his
consolidation of power over their respective realms. Furthermore, the "bandwagon effect" of the
astonishing defeat of this impressive army will not be lost on the rest of the world. It will serve to
deflate the hopes of any and all who are even remotely considering opposition on the basis of
secular means, especially when one considers the exponential increase in power that antichrist
will experience after capturing "Egypt's treasures", namely, all the natural resources of all of the
southern alliance territories. The aftermath of defeat for Egypt and by extension for all of the
nations of the triple coalition that threw in with her under the Mahdi's leadership is voluminously
covered in scripture, and the combination of passages which treat this subject paint a picture of
abject defeat, a situation which will no doubt be all the more difficult to bear since the hopes of
the south will have been thrown down from such a lofty height (see esp. Ezek.30; cf. Is.19-20;
Jer.46; Ezek.29-32):

(2) "Son of man, prophesy and say, 'Thus says the Lord, "Wail! Woe for the day! (3) For a
day [of judgment] is close, [yes], the day of the Lord is close. It will be a day of clouds
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and time [of judgment] for the nations. (4) For a sword will come against Egypt, and
writhing will come upon Cush. When the slain fall in Egypt, they will take away her
treasures and her foundations will be trampled. (5) Cush, and Put, and Lydia, and all
Arabia, Lybia and all the peoples in league with the land [of Egypt] (i.e., all the allies of

the king of the south) will fall by the sword."'
Ezekiel 30:2-5 (cf. Ezek.20:45-48)

Egypt's complete undoing at the hands of the beast will, in the end, be a benefit. For it will cause
the Egyptians along with many people of the lands of the south to see the impotence of their
modern day "Pharaoh", the Mahdi (cf. Jer.46:17; Ezek.32:2-15), and bring them instead to cry to
the Lord for help, a prayer to be answered both at and after the return of our glorious Lord
(Is.19:4-25). Ultimately, the south's defeat in this second, decisive campaign will again be largely
attributable to the treason of the three horns and the massive infighting that will ensue within her
own ranks in the wake of the beast's springing of his trap (cf. Dan.11:26):

(2) For I will spur on Egyptians against Egyptians, and they will fight one against his
brother and another against his friend, a city against a city and a kingdom against a
kingdom (i.e., the splintering of the triple coalition). (3) And Egypt's spirit will be
emptied from the midst of her, for I will confound her plans, although they consult their
idols and mediums and oracles and familiar spirits. (4) And I will hand Egypt over into
the hand of a cruel master (i.e., antichrist), even a stern king (cf. Dan.8:23) [who] will

rule over them, says the Lord God of hosts."
Isaiah 19:2-4

As was the case during the first campaign, so here too we may expect some complication of
military maneuvers on account of the trumpet judgments, specifically for this second campaign
the sixth judgment or "second woe". The havoc wreaked upon the world by the bands of
marauding demons is sure to affect this campaign at least to some degree, but, as was the case in
the first campaign, we may expect that the worst case analysis for the army of the beast would be
an equal share of disruption, and it is fair to ask whether his forces would not be largely
exempted from such an assault (for otherwise one would have, in effect, a case of "Satan casting
out Satan"; cf. Matt.12:26). In any case, the result of the second campaign will be an
overwhelming victory on the part of antichrist, and the removal of the last major impediment to
his worldwide rule (Ezek.31:16-18):

(3b) And the entire earth was in awe of the beast. And they worshiped the dragon because

he had given his authority to the beast. (4)And they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is

like the beast? And who is able to make war with him?".
Revelation 13:3b-4

F. The Jewish Coup Attempt and the Apparent Assassination and Resuscitation of Antichrist
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Then he will be stricken [as if dead], but will revive. Therefore he will be enraged at the
holy covenant, so that on his return [to Israel from the far south] he will take action

[against it] (i.e., eliminating Moses and Elijah and ending the sacrifices).
Daniel 11:30b

Immediately upon the heels of his dramatic victory over the south, the beast will be the object of
an attempted assassination plot, the event that gives him the "fatal wound" that is nonetheless
miraculously "healed" (Rev.13:3). The wounding and seemingly miraculous recovery of
antichrist described in Daniel 11:30 is thus the Old Testament parallel for the similar information
given in Revelation chapters 13 and 17. While we will continue our method of covering these
verses seriatim in their proper places (in accordance with the generally chronological progression
of the book of Revelation we have noted before), it will be of use to consider the four pertinent
passages of scripture here:

And one of its (i.e., the beast's) heads [looked] as if it had been stricken unto death, and

[yet] its mortal wound had been healed.
Revelation 13:3a

And he (i.e., the beast's false prophet) [will] act with all the authority of the first beast
[while] in his presence, and he will make the world and all its inhabitants worship the

first beast, whose mortal wound was healed.
Revelation 13:12

And he (i.e., the beast's false prophet) [will] deceive those who dwell upon the earth on
account of the miracles (lit., "signs") which have been given to him to perform in the
presence of the beast, even commanding the inhabitants of the earth to make an image of
the beast, [that is] of him who received the [deadly] stroke of the sword and [yet] came

[back] to life.
Revelation 13:14

The beast, which you saw, was (i.e., "existed"), and is not (i.e., came "not to exist"), and
is going to rise from the Abyss (i.e., the revival of Rome on the one hand and apparent
resuscitation of antichrist on the other), and is going to its destruction. And the
inhabitants of the earth, [those] whose names have not remained written in the book of
life [where they were written] from the beginning of the world, will be in awe when they
see the beast, because he was (i.e., "existed"), and is not (i.e., came "not to exist"), and
will again be present on the scene (i.e., seem to return to life in the case of antichrist, and

be reestablished in respect to the empire).
Revelation 17:8

Whatever one makes of these passages, we can say with authority that antichrist is most certainly
not being "resurrected" here — only our risen Lord currently possesses an eternal body, and no
one else will do so until the resurrection of His Church at His return (at which point the beast
will be deposited in the lake of fire: Rev.19:20). The question of "resuscitation" is a more
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difficult one. On the one hand, it is impossible that the devil would be able to engineer even the
temporary return to life of his son, that is, a true "resuscitation", without divine permission for
something so entirely unprecedented (i.e., the revival to life from death of an arch-enemy of God
and his people), and of such consent we have no specific indication from scripture. On the other
hand, the four passages from Revelation quoted above do suggest at the very least a physical
revival which will be extraordinary in the extreme, with the final passage, Revelation 17:8,
presenting the most difficult case to explain away. For even though that passage has its primary
application to revived Rome, applying to the beast by extension (as opposed to Revelation 13
where this relationship of primary and secondary application is reversed), what is true of one
should also be true of the other, and the words "was (i.e., "existed"), and is not (i.e., came "not to
exist"), and will again be present on the scene" are most emphatic, and hard to take in any other
way than as a literal return from the dead (that is, the definite departure and return of the spirit).

Whether this assassination attempt results in antichrist's actual death or, alternatively, a
near-death experience so dramatic and traumatic that it will be nearly indistinguishable from
actual death and resuscitation, it is clear from the reaction of the general public to the beast's
recovery from this "mortal wound" that the genuineness of his death and the miraculous nature of
his return to life will be taken as true and factual by the unbelieving world (cf., the amazement
and resultant worship of the world: Rev.13:3b-4). It is also relatively easy to see how trauma
unquestionably fatal in the case of any other normal human being might not necessarily be so for
the beast — for he will not be fully human after all. The angelic paternity of antichrist will
doubtless give him the physical resiliency to endure wounds to which any mere man would
certainly succumb. We know from our previous study of the nephilim that prodigious physical
attributes are the norm for such creatures, and it is probable that their ability to tolerate
conditions which would kill normal human beings is at least part of the reason why God caused
the great flood to cover the earth to such a depth and for so long a time. So it is certainly
possible that while to the world antichrist may appear to have received an unavoidably fatal
injury and may seem to have been "stricken unto death", this wound, mortal in every other case,
may only be near-fatal in his case.

From the following context of the passages in both Daniel and Revelation, there is no evidence
that the beast will suffer any chronic after-effects of this wounding (beyond the permanent scar
visible upon his head left by the blow from the sword which strikes him). Quite to the contrary,
rather than a setback this incident will actually be a boon to the beast, for it will do much to
further the idea that he really is "the true Christ", having thus "risen from the dead" in such a
seemingly irrefutable way. It is therefore no accident that it will be directly in the wake of this
incident that antichrist's new religion will be transformed into outright devil worship and swiftly
come to dominate the world (cf. Rev.13:3-17). Unbelievers all over the earth will take this
"resurrection"” to be genuine and to be legitimate proof of the beast's status as the Messiah.
However, believers who know their God and continue to hold firm to the testimony of Jesus will
remember our Lord's warning to beware of all such false signs, no matter how persuasive,
waiting instead on their own resurrection at the return of our truly resurrected Lord:
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(23) At that time if someone says to you "Look [(as they will tell you then)]! Christ is
here!", or "Here [He is]!", do not believe [it]. (24) For false Christs and false prophets
will arise and will perform great miracles (lit., "signs") and wonders [sufficient] to
deceive even the elect, if [that were] possible. (25) Look [(as I am telling you now)]! I
have told you ahead of time. (26) So if they say to you all, "Look, He is in the desert!", do
not go out [there]. [Or] "Look, He is in the inner-rooms (i.e., in hiding in the city)", do
not believe [it]. (27) For as lightning [though it] comes forth from the east is visible all
the way to the west, this is just how the return of the Son of Man (i.e., the Second
Advent) will be. (28) For wherever the body is (i.e., the Lord), there the eagles will gather

(i.e., believers rising in resurrection).
Matthew 24:23-28

Beyond the details from Daniel and Revelation provided above, we can say a few a things further
about this critical event. Having conquered the king of the south, the beast will be at the height of
his power, with no possible alliance of the remaining independent powers on earth capable of
resisting the combined might of Babylon, revived Rome, and the now occupied and cooperating
territories of the southern kingdom. At this point, with the world, for all practical purposes, lying
prostrate at his feet, antichrist's plan, soon to be successfully carried out, will be to move his
headquarters to Jerusalem, intending to rule the world from there as if he were God (cf.
2Thes.2:4). It should be observed in regard to his treatment of the Jews, moreover, that, in
addition to the measures "against the covenant" already taken at the conclusion of the first
campaign (Dan.11:28), the land of Israel will be very roughly handled during the second
campaign, with the invading amphibious forces treating her and her population as anything but
allies (i.e., "they will afflict Eber": Num.24:24; cf. Is.33:1-8, especially v.8, and Lam.1:2, 10, 19,
21). The beast's horrendous plans to completely annul his agreement with the state of Israel and
to thoroughly abrogate the revival of temple rite will doubtless not be totally secret, even before
the fact (at least not to his inner circle, a group which we may expect will contain representatives
from Israel, one of the seven original kingdoms of revived Rome). It is more than likely,
therefore, that the agents of this assassination attempt will be Jewish (assuming, that is, that the
entire affair is not in actuality an elaborate ruse on antichrist's part; see below). This would seem
to be the best explanation for the close connection given in Daniel 11:30 between the "striking
down" of antichrist and the fury released immediately thereafter against the legitimately revived
worship of God in Jerusalem and those who are involved therein:

(30b) Then he will be stricken [as if dead], but will revive. Therefore he will be enraged
at the holy covenant, so that on his return [to Israel from the far south] he will take action

[against it] (i.e., eliminating Moses and Elijah and ending the sacrifices).
Daniel 11:30b

It should not escape our attention here that this "rage" and retaliation are an indication of
antichrist's core antisemitism, for it will be technically misplaced. Those who are truly following
Jesus Christ in response to the ministry of Moses and Elijah and the 144,000 will be focused
upon divine solutions, and will certainly not be misled into thinking that any act of violence of
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this sort, no matter how apparently justifiable, will in any way ward off the Great Tribulation to
come.

At this time in Israel, there will essentially be three major factions into which the body-politic is
split: 1) dedicated followers of antichrist; 2) dedicated followers of our Lord; 3) patriots (or
"zealots"), most of whom were ardent supporters of the beast when he appeared to be the only
worldly hope of help against the Mahdi and his hordes. As the Tribulation progresses, we can
expect more and more of the first group to migrate into the third group (cf. Zech.12:3-8 with
Zech.12:10). Those who truly know their God, moreover, will flee into the wilderness in
accordance with the commands of our Lord just as soon as antichrist sets up the "abomination of
desolation" as a putative part of his reaction to this assault on his person (though his plan all
along has been to take this action). In addition to supporting his argument to be the true
"Messiah", therefore, this assassination attempt will also supply the beast with a certain measure
of justification for the harsh treatment of Israel to follow, and specifically for his war against
Moses and Elijah and the subsequent termination of the revived temple worship (an action that
will in itself enjoy a measure of worldwide popularity because of their direction of the trumpet
judgments: Rev.11:7-13). For antichrist will opportunistically, though falsely, lay this deed at
their feet. Finally, it is likely that the assassination attempt will take place while antichrist is
involved in directing the plundering of Egypt, the heartland of the Mahdi's power (cf. Ezek.30:9
with Dan.11:30a), for he is said to "return" to Israel after the event in order to vent his anger
"against the covenant".

G. The "Abomination of Desolation" and the "Session" of Antichrist

Upon his return to Israel following his defeat of the south and his subsequent recovery from the
attempt on his life, antichrist will act swiftly to annul the treaty made with Israel (cf. 1s.33:7-8).
Using the assault upon his person as an excuse and the true believers who follow the ministry of
Moses and Elijah and the 144,000 as scapegoats, the beast will commence his "war" against the
two prophets with the intention of bringing a halt to the newly revived worship of the one true
God, and replacing it with the overt worship of the devil and of himself (Rev.11:7-13).

Then he (i.e., antichrist) will confirm an agreement (or "covenant"; Hebrew, 27°n, beriyth)
with the powerful [in Israel] during [that] one [remaining] week (i.e., the 70th week, the
Tribulation), but in the middle of the week (i.e., just prior to the Tribulation's mid-point)
he will put a halt to sacrifice and offering (i.c., eliminating Moses and Elijah and
interrupting the temple rites).

Daniel 9:27a

Then he will be stricken [as if dead], but will revive. Therefore he will be enraged at the
holy covenant, so that on his return [to Israel from the far south] he will take action
[against it] (i.e., eliminating Moses and Elijah and ending the sacrifices). And he will give

his support to those who abandon the holy covenant.
Daniel 11:30b-c
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Now that the two prophets with their miraculous powers have been removed, antichrist will
waste no time in putting an end to all semblance of the worship of God on the temple mount (as
the verses above indicate). Worse to tell, he will now implement his plan for replacing the
worship of God with the worship of himself as God in conjunction with the worship of his father
the devil. The first irrefutable sign of this will be the setting up in front of the temple of an
abominable idol known in scripture as "the abomination of desolation".

1. The Abomination of Desolation

The placement of this idol by antichrist is well-documented in scripture, being referred to both by
Daniel and by our Lord as one of the critical events whereby the beast may be known
(Matt.24:15-18; Mk.13:14-16):

For it is from him (i.e., the coming evil one) that the military forces will issue forth which will
pollute the sanctuary (i.e., ending the ministry of Moses and Elijah), remove the daily sacrifice,
and set up the abomination of desolation.

Daniel 11:31

Daniel's combining of the pollution of the sanctuary and halting of the offerings to God with the
setting up of this idol indicates that the place of its erection will indeed be within the temple
court:

"But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not — let the reader
understand — then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains."
Mark 13:14

Matthew goes further and overtly connects this idol with the "abomination" mentioned in Daniel
(i.e., Dan.11:31 and 12:11), so as to leave no doubt about the identification of these prophecies:
from Daniel's words, to our Lord's words, to the description of the idol in Revelation chapter 13,
all of these passages are clearly referring to one and the same thing, the idol of antichrist which is
set up in the temple court at the Tribulation's mid-point:

(15) "So when you see the abomination of desolation (which is spoken of through Daniel the
prophet) standing in a holy place — let the reader understand — (16) then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains."

Matthew 24:15-16

It should be noted that in the Greek text of Matthew 24:15 there is no definite article preceding
the words "holy place", so that translations which render this phrase "the holy place" are
technically incorrect. This is important because, in translation, the words "the holy place"
generally refer to the outermost of the temple's two spaces which contained the table of the bread
of presence, the golden altar of incense, and the golden lampstand or menorah (in the LXX:
Ex.26:33; 28:29; Lev.16:2; etc.; cf. Heb.9:1-5; in Greek in all these cases, moreover, the word
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"place" is left out). The omission of the article thus serves as an emphatic sign that the words
"holy place" most definitely do not refer to the temple, but rather to the inner court or "priest's
court" (as in Dan.8:11; Rev.11:2; cf. Acts 6:13; 21:28). The idol will be visible to all inhabitants
of Jerusalem, for it will not be necessary to enter into the temple proper to view it. In fact, during
the 42 months of antichrist's reign in Jerusalem, the world will make pilgrimage to the temple
mount to do obeisance before the statue of the beast, thronging into the outer court from where
the idol, no doubt of substantial size, will be visible from its place in the inner court before the
temple (cf. Ezek.8:3-5):

(13) And [the beast's false prophet] [will] perform great miracles (lit., "signs"), even making fire
come down from heaven to the earth in front of everyone. (14) And he [will] deceive those who
dwell upon the earth on account of the miracles (lit., "signs") which have been given to him to
perform in the presence of the beast, even commanding the inhabitants of the earth to make an
image of the beast, [that is] of him who received the [deadly] stroke of the sword and [yet] came
[back] to life. (15) And it was given to him to provide a spirit for the image of the beast so that
the image might speak, and [it was also given to him] to bring it about that as many as refused to
worship the image of the beast might be put to death.

Revelation 13:13-15

As is clear from this description, this idol will be most impressive to the unbelievers who view it
and come to worship it. In our age of skepticism and worldliness, that is saying quite a lot. We
may therefore expect this idol to be both mammoth in its proportions, incredibly and persuasively
life-like in its functioning, and awe-inspiring in its verbal pronouncements. It will strike fear and
reverence into the hardened hearts of the unbelievers who come to Jerusalem to worship the
beast, confirming their confidence in him and strengthening their support of him. The impression
made by this idol in conjunction with the miracles performed by the false prophet and the prior
apparent "resurrection” of the beast in conjunction with his military conquest of the world will be
more than enough for all those who have rejected the one true God to convince them of the
divinity of the devil's son.

The translation, "the abomination of desolation", while understandable, is a bit misleading, for
even in the Greek translation of the original Hebrew phrase, "desolation" is a verbal noun which
ought rather to mean something like "process of desolating", a fact even more difficult to ignore
in the case of the corresponding participles of Daniel 11:31 and 12:11. Since these words are all
really calling attention to the action produced by the "abominable thing" (i.e., the idol), we would
have been better served had this phrase been traditionally translated "the abomination which
causes desolation". In applying the exact same terminology to antichrist himself, Daniel 9:27
spells out the precise significance of these words in respect to this capacity of the "abomination"
idol to produce "desolation" in a spiritual sense, namely, an appalling isolation and separation
from God resulting from horrendous idolatry and in turn resulting in devastation in both spiritual
and material terms.

63



And on account of the extreme [nature] of [his] (i.e., antichrist's) abominations, he [will]
be causing desolations (i.e., desertion and estrangement from God), even until the end
when what has been determined will be poured out upon the one characterized by [this]
desolation (i.e., the beast as archetype and cause of the alienation and rebellion from God

which he fosters).
Daniel 9:27b

Unfortunately, the setting up of idols even in the very presence of the Lord God is not
unprecedented in Israel's history (2Ki.23:6; cf. Ezek.8:3-5). What makes this particular
"abomination" distinctive is that, rather than being a mere symptom of apostasy, this particular
idol will be instrumental in producing a spiritual "desolation" within Israel whence it will spread
to the entire world (cf. Dan.8:13, where the apostasy or "rebellion" is said to be instrumental in
the "desolation"). For it is the obeisance paid to this idol which will be central to the new religion
of beast-and-Satan worship established by antichrist at the Tribulation's mid-point, and it is the
acquiescence and willing participation in this worship that will both energize the Great
Persecution which follows and at the same time doom the world in general and Israel in
particular to the "desolating horrors" of the Great Tribulation itself, the final intense period of
judgment that precedes our Lord's return.

"And when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that her desolation is

near."
Luke 21:20

In Luke's account of our Lord's words above, a second sign (i.e., the mustering of the beast's
armies in Israel following the defeat of the south) is given as a warning for believers to flee
Jerusalem in addition to the sign of the "abomination". The Greek word used here is precisely the
same word for "desolation" as the one used for the idol in Matthew 24:15 and Mark 13:14. Thus
in the case of Luke we are also given to see the resulting "desolation" which proceeds from the
establishment of the system of worldwide idolatry in the very center of Jerusalem focused on the
worship of antichrist and the idol which represents him, "the abomination [which causes]
desolation".

2. The Session of Antichrist in the Temple of God

The elimination of Moses and Elijah and subsequent desecration of the sanctuary through the
establishment of the talking idol are preliminary steps to the purpose most dear to antichrist's
cold, half-human heart, namely, taking his seat in God's temple and thereby blasphemously
proclaiming to the world that he is the true God and the true Messiah (cf. Dan.8:11-14).

(3) For [the Second Advent cannot come] unless the [Great] Apostasy has first occurred
and the man of lawlessness, [antichrist,] has [first] been revealed, that "son of
destruction" (cf. Jn.17:12 of Judas), (4) the one who will oppose and exalt himself against
every so-called god and object of worship to such a degree that he will [even] take his
seat in the temple of God and represent himself as being God.
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2nd Thessalonians 2:3-4
The scope and duration of this false "session" are also discussed by Daniel:

(10) And [the little horn] (i.e., antichrist as a type and representative of the devil)
magnified himself against the host of heaven (i.e., the family of God, men and angels
both), and he cast down to the earth some of the host (i.e., antichrist seducing believers
into apostasy) and some of the stars (i.e., Satan having seduced angels into rebellion) and
he trampled them underfoot (i.e., their rebellion or apostasy in association with evil
leading to their subsequent destruction; cf. Dan.7:7; 7:19; Rev.11:2). (11) He even
magnified himself against the Prince of the host (i.e., Christ). The daily sacrifice was
abolished by him, and the holy place (i.e., the inner court) was desecrated. (12) And along
with the daily sacrifice, the host (i.e., believers) fell into his power on account of [the]
rebellion (i.e., the Great Apostasy). And he threw truth to the ground, and was successful
in whatever he did. (13) And I heard one of the holy ones who was speaking, and he said
to the other holy one who was speaking, "How long will this vision of the daily sacrifice
and of the rebellion which produces desolation and of the handing over of the holy [place]
(i.e., the inner court) and of the trampling down of the host be?" (14) And he replied to
me, "Until 2,300 evenings and mornings have passed. Then the holy [place] will be

purified."
Daniel 8:10-14

The beast will thus occupy the temple of God for the better part of the Great Tribulation,
removing from Jerusalem only when the events which precede the Second Advent necessitate it
(Dan.11:44-45). Indeed, this prolonged "session" of antichrist is a deliberate attempt to mimic the
present heavenly and coming earthly true session of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also take up
residence in the temple during His thousand year millennial reign. Believers who know their God
will not be fooled by the false parallels engineered by the beast (i.e., of a false Messiah
ensconced in a false New Jerusalem ruling a false "kingdom come"). Just as the ark did not come
to rest until Solomon, the "son of David", built a new and glorious home for it (i.e., the first
temple), so our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the ark is a type (1Chron.17:1-6), will be the one to
"build up" the third temple in a manner and to a degree which will allow of no misinterpretation
as to the true divine glory of its Builder and Inhabitant (cf. Zech.6:12-15). On the other hand, just
as his father the devil profaned the original mountain of God (Ezek.28:18), so antichrist will
profane and pollute the sanctuary until the 42 months of the Great Tribulation run their course
and the glorious day of our Lord's return draws nigh.

3. The Revelation of Antichrist

With the termination of the warning ministries of the Tribulation's first half (directed by Moses
and Elijah and carried out by the 144,000), the setting up of the abomination of desolation, and
the session of antichrist in the very temple of God, blasphemously proclaiming himself to be
God, not even the most skeptical nor the most ignorant will be able to doubt the identification of
this individual as the beast prophesied in scripture. With these events, antichrist will have been
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fully "revealed" (2Thes.2:3-8), and the "number of his name" associated with the ensuing
worship of him and his father the devil central to his new religion (Rev.13:16-18) will be the
final and incontrovertible proof that he is not the Son of God but rather the son of Satan. From
this point forward, antichrist will be, for all practical purposes, the ruler of the world
(Rev.13:3-10), and from his new headquarters on Jerusalem's temple mount he will seek to
solidify that rule through the institution of his worldwide religion. Then there will begin a time
of persecution unprecedented since the beginning of the world, there will begin the Great
Tribulation.

This is what the Lord Almighty says: "Look! Disaster is spreading from nation to nation;

a mighty storm is rising from the ends of the earth."
Jeremiah 25:32 NIV

6. The Great Tribulation

The establishment of the beast as the effective ruler of this world under the guidance and support
of his father the devil and his session in God's temple in Jerusalem representing himself as God
(2Thes.2:4) marks the end of the Tribulation's first phase. With this "revelation" of antichrist, we
are brought to the threshold of the most terrible time in world history, the Great Tribulation.

And it shall be a time of distress such as has never occurred since people first existed on

the earth until that time.
Daniel 12:1b

For at that time there will be a Great Tribulation such as has never occurred from the

beginning of the world until now, and [such as] will never again occur thereafter.
Matthew 24:21 (cf. Mk.13:19)

The Great Tribulation will unquestionably be a devastating experience for all the inhabitants of
the earth, but it will fall especially hard upon believers in Jesus Christ. For the principal and
truly eponymous event of that period, that is, the intense tribulation that will characterize those
three and a half years, will be the unprecedented persecution of the Church and the martyrdom
that accompanies that persecution. Key to the solidification of his world kingdom will be the
beast's pseudo-religion. As was the case to a somewhat lesser degree in historical Rome,
adherence to the cult worship of the ruler will be the litmus test of loyalty to the state. But while
Roman emperors made use of this admittedly evil device primarily for pragmatic reasons relating
to the solidification of their power, antichrist and his father the devil will also be intent upon
eradicating faith from the earth through the elimination of the faithful. This has always been a
central design of Satan's plans, for if all to whom the promises of God have been made could be
removed (either through death or apostasy), then God's promises would have to fail. If there is
no one left for Christ to return to, then the devil wins. Such, at any rate, runs Satan's twisted
thinking. With the whole world under antichrist's control, the forcible conversion of all of the
inhabitants of the earth to the beast's devil worshiping religion becomes not only theoretically
possible, but is also the perfect satanic final solution: all who refuse to convert will be put to
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death so that, either way, faith will perish from the earth. And such would be our fate, except for
the mercy, the goodness, and the power of our God, who is coming to rescue us through the
return of His Son our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

And they will say on that day, "Behold! This is our God! We waited in hope for Him to
deliver us. This is our Lord. We waited in hope for Him. Let us rejoice and be glad in

His deliverance!"
Isaiah 25:9

Strengthen the hands that are weak. Bolster the knees that are giving way. Say to those
with anxious hearts, "Be strong! Don't be afraid! Behold! Your God will come, as an
Avenger. [Your] God will come, as a Rewarder. He will come, and He will deliver you".
Isaiah 35:3-4

We must ever look forward to that ultimate deliverance. But we must also remember that the
Great Tribulation is aptly named, and that just as many fell through apostasy during the
Tribulation's first half, many will fall in martyrdom during those final three and a half years. We
must remember, learn well the lessons the Bible has — not without good reason — stored up for us
in advance, and make every effort to prepare spiritually for whatever may betide.

A. The Seventh Trumpet

(15) Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven
saying, "The world Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ has [now] come, and He will
rule forever and ever. Amen". (16) And the twenty-four elders were sitting in front of
the throne, and they fell on their faces and worshiped God, (17) saying, "We give thanks
to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and the One who was, even because you have
taken up your great power and begun to reign! (18) Although the nations thronged
together in their wrath, your wrath has come, even the time for the dead to be judged, for
giving to your servants the prophets and to the holy ones, even to those who fear your
Name both great and small, the reward [that is due them], and for destroying those who
are destroying the earth!". (19) And the temple of God which is in heaven above opened,
and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple. And there occurred flashes of

lightning and thunderous voices and an earthquake, and large hail [fell].
Revelation 11:15-19

With the sounding of the seventh trumpet, the Great Tribulation begins. Seven is the number of
perfection and completion (cf. Ps.12:6; 119:164; Prov.6:16; 9:1), and while the first six trumpets
announce and commence warning judgments of ascending intensity and longevity during the
Tribulation's first half, the seventh trumpet opens the longest and most intensive warning
judgment of all, namely, the Great Tribulation itself. For the Great Tribulation is the ultimate
admonition to prepare to meet with God, for He is coming at the end of that final three and a half
years in the Person of the conquering Messiah who will mete out vengeance to His adversaries
even as He brings deliverance to His people (cf. 2Thes.1:3-12). That is why all of the other
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events and proclamations in this paragraph, Revelation 11:15-19, directly connect the sounding
of the seventh trumpet and the Great Tribulation's commencement to that glorious future day.
For the Tribulation as a whole is the opening twilight of the Great Day of the Lord whose dawn
will come in blazing glory with the Second Advent of the Morning Star, the Messiah, our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, the true Light of the World (Num.24:17; Matt.2:2-10; 2Pet.1:19;
Rev.2:28; 22:16; cf. Jn.1:4-9; 3:19-21; 8:12; 9:5; 12:36; 12:46).

B. War in Heaven

(7) And war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought with the dragon and the
dragon and his angels fought [back], (8) but they did not prevail against him, and they
could no longer find any place [of refuge] in heaven. (9) And [so] the great dragon, the
ancient serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, was thrown down; even he who deceives
the entire world was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with
him. (10) And I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, "Now our God's deliverance and
might and kingdom have come, even the power of His Christ. For the accuser of our
brothers, the one who accuses them day and night in front of our God, has been thrown
down. (11) But these [believers] have defeated [the devil] through the blood of the Lamb
and the Word of their testimony. For they did not love their lives, [even] to the point of
death. (12) Because of this, rejoice, O heavens and those residing in them! [But] woe to
the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you, having [great] anger, because

he knows that he has [only] a short time [remaining]."
Revelation 12:7-12

The fight described here between Michael and Satan and their respective forces, resulting in the
expulsion from heaven of Satan and his angels, is the first event of the Great Tribulation proper.
The way in which the outbreak of the "war" is described in this verse indicates that "Michael and
his angels" are the initiators of this attack, and we may be certain that they commence these
hostilities on divine authority. It may seem strange to some that up until this point in human
history God has allowed the devil to present himself in the heavenly assembly and to continue to
bring accusations against the elect (1Ki.22:19-22; 2:1; Job 1:6-19; 2:1-7; 15:8; 38:7; Ps.29:11f,;
89:5-7; Jer.23:18 & 22; Zech.3:1; 1Pet.5:8; Rev.12:10). Clearly, God has always had the power
to cast the devil out of heaven, whether by immediate means or, as here, through the agency of
his elect angels. But everything which has yet transpired in heaven and on earth has all been
according to the ineluctable plan of God "whose judgments are unsearchable and whose ways are
beyond finding out" (Rom.11:33). God's plan to repair the breach in the moral fabric of the
universe rent by creature rebellion has always involved the allowance of true creature free will on
the one hand together with an irrefutable demonstration of the justice and rightness of God and
His perfectly holy, good and loving character on the other.

Satan's ejection from heaven along with his followers at the commencement of the Tribulation's
second half will be a crucial turning point in the history of his rebellion against God. From that
point forward, the dynamics of the conflict will change so radically and fundamentally that no

other period in human history will be comparable. That is in no small part why, from the divine
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point of view, the Great Tribulation is largely inseparable from "the Day of the Lord" which
brings it to a close at our Lord's return. For once Satan has devoted all of his resources to this
final furious assault upon the people of God, God's wrath, God's judgment, and God's deliverance
cannot be long delayed.

Thus the period of Great Tribulation which starts immediately following the sounding of the 7th
trumpet and at the same time as Satan's expulsion from heaven is in essence theologically
indistinguishable from the Day of the Lord which follows hard upon its heels. For this is the
beginning of the judgment that is answered by restoration and replacement through Christ's
millennial kingdom and reign. In the casting down of Satan and his angels we see the process of
judgment beginning, immediately after the concluding sign of warning, the 7th trumpet, has been
given. All of the trends of the Great Tribulation which follow are either part of the process of
judgment (i.e., the seven bowl judgments of wrath and the remaining sequence of seven major
judgments on Babylon, at Armageddon, and etc.) or provocations thereto (i.e., the blasphemous
rule of antichrist and the Great Persecution), and are essentially inextricable from the blessed
restoration and replacement that is to follow immediately when the powerful and cleansing wind
of judgment has swept away all that is fetid and foul and ushered in the crisp and bright new day
of righteousness in the Messiah's kingdom of a thousand years.

The last three and a half years of Satan's reign thus constitute the final darkness before the dawn
when the Morning Star rises and bathes the earth in the glorious light of His presence and His
truth. What we have here in Revelation 12:7-12 is the first step in this process of judgment,
restoration and replacement in the exclusion of Satan and his fallen angels from heaven and their
consignment to the earth for this last, terrible period of human testing and suffering.

It is surely in no small part the devil's restriction to planet earth for the remainder of the time
allotted to him that makes the Great Tribulation so horrific, a time like no other in the history of
the human race (Dan.12:1; Matt.24:21-22). No longer will Satan split his time between heaven
and earth, accusing our brothers and sisters before the Lord even as his minions assault us on
earth. From this point forward, all of the devil's efforts will be focused upon the earth — if only
because this is where he and his followers will have been confined until the Great Day of the
Lord sweeps them away. So while a number of factors contribute to the "greatness" of the Great
Tribulation such as the removal of Holy Spirit restraint and the subsequent unleashing of
lawlessness, and such as the one world rule of antichrist and the subsequent breakdown of all
human restraint, the confinement of Satan and his minions to the earth is, nevertheless, not the
least of the reasons why the Great Tribulation will be so consummately horrific.

[But] woe to the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you, having [great]

anger, because he knows that he has [only] a short time [remaining]!"
Revelation 12:12

Michael's victory and the devil's expulsion is nonetheless cause for great rejoicing as well
(Rev.12:12a), for it marks a tangible beginning of the end of the reign of evil and the devil's reign
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of terror, made possible through the victory of Jesus Christ on the cross and now entering into the
phase of final glorious fulfillment.

[For by means of the cross, God] has stripped [demon] rulers and authorities [of their

power] and subjected them to public humiliation, having triumphed over them in [Christ].
Colossians 2:15 (cf. Rom.16:20; Heb.2:14; 1Jn.3:8b)

Satan's casting out of heaven is a first visible step in the eventual exclusion of all evil from the
coming eternal kingdom wherein righteousness dwells, and one which is well documented
elsewhere in prophetic scripture at that:

(12) How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, O son of the dawn! You have
been cut down to the earth, O you who laid the nations low. (13) For you said in your
heart, 'l will ascend heavenward. [ will set my throne above the stars of God. And I will
take my seat on the mount of assembly on the sides of the north. (14) I will ascend above
the heights of the clouds. I will be like the Most High God'. (15) But indeed you will be

brought down to Sheol, to the sides of the pit.
Isaiah 14:12-15

In all your ways you were perfect from the day of your creation until unrighteousness was
found in you. In your extensive conspiring, you were filled with wickedness, and you
sinned. So I cast you from the mountain of God as one profaned, and I blotted out [your
memory] from among the stones of fire, O covering cherub. Your heart became haughty
because of your beauty, [and so] you destroyed your wisdom on account of your splendor.

So I cast you to the earth, and [ made a spectacle of you before kings.
Ezekiel 28:15-17

The seventy-two returned and said with joy, "Lord, even the demons obey us in your

Name!" And Jesus said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like a star".
Luke 10:17-18

A brief aside is perhaps necessary at this point concerning Michael and his angels and the battle
fought with Satan and his angels. While scripture does have much to say about the angelic
realm, it says less than we may perhaps desire to know and yet everything we need to know.
Lacking physically material bodies such as we possess, angels apparently cannot be wounded or
killed (though they may be incarcerated). So the exact nature and detail of the combat that will
transpire when the 7th trumpet sounds is beyond our ability to know. We are given only the
result, that is, the total defeat of the devil and his forces and their complete exclusion from the
heavenly realm. We have posited before that the ultimate tally of saved humanity will eventually
equal twice that of the fallen angels (the first half constituting the Church, and the second the
echelon of millennial believers). Therefore such massive numbers and the completeness of the
victory and defeat certainly indicate that the struggle will be a monumental one, especially given
the extraordinary power of angelic kind. Furthermore, the significance of the expulsion of the
fallen angels from heaven, an "estate" which they have held since before the re-creation of the
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heavens and the earth and the creation of mankind, is immense. This event will be real, and the
mere fact that we are unable to see it and can barely imagine its specifics in no way diminishes
that significance. For the world of angels, the change will be profound for both victors and
vanquished, and will also of course not be without serious consequence for the earth and for
humanity.

One thing that we can surmise about this decisive battle between elect and fallen angels is that,
while the numbers involved will be immense, not all of angelic kind will participate. Michael,
by rank an archangel, is one of a college of seven such "general officers". Positing an equal share
of the total elect "host" under the command of each officer would leave Michael in charge of a
force less than one third the size of Satan's entire command (i.e., one seventh of two thirds versus
a full third for the devil). This means that instead of the elect angels fighting an easy battle with
overwhelming numbers on their side, Michael's victory will require extraordinary strategy and
tactics, and exceptional courage and bravery. Even though this victory has been prophesied for
nearly two millennia here at Revelation 12:7-9, the brazenness of the attack with such inferior
numbers and the astounding nature of the defeat still seems to come as a surprise to the devil and
his cohorts, and this humiliation will be no small contributing factor to the "wrath" Satan will
subsequently vent upon the world in the short time remaining to him (Rev.12:12b). Although we
are not privy to the details, a clear principle does emerge from Michael's most impressive victory.
Armed with this prophecy, Michael and his forces are even now using the time allotted to prepare
for the unequal fight to come, and will as a direct result of this diligence be astoundingly
successful in conquering a complacent foe who has clearly drawn false confidence from superior
numbers.

Finally in this regard it is very likely that Michael's forces are the elite of the elect warrior angels
(we may think of them as the "Marines" or the "Rangers" among angelic kind). For as we have
seen previously, the number of the elect angelic clans totals six, not seven. It certainly fits the
context and everything else we may discern about angelic organization, therefore, to posit that
while each clan possesses an archangel (in addition to four elders; see the previous note),
Michael holds a special command composed of elite warriors who have distinguished themselves
in the fight against the rebellion thus far by their martial valor, courage, integrity, and zeal for the
Lord (compare David's cadre of heroes marked out for special mention: 2Sam.23:8-39;
1Chron.11:10-37; cf. 1Sam.22:1-2). It certainly behooves us as loyal followers of Jesus Christ to
remember that in the spiritual conflict in which we are engaged what we do for the Lord is not
only of critical importance — it certainly does not go unnoticed now, nor will it be unrecognized
on that great day to come. Let us therefore continue to encourage one another with the truth that,
like David's mighty men and like Michael's elite, we too have a great opportunity to likewise
write our names on the Lord's scroll of valor for exceptional conduct in the spiritual conflict in
which we are engaged. And let us remember as well that, although the darkest of times may lie
ahead, the battlefield of the Great Persecution will also offer those who fight upon it
unprecedented opportunities for glorifying Jesus Christ and winning in the bargain an undying
crown of glory (1Pet.5:4; cf. Rev.12:11).
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C. The Dragon’s Persecution of Believing Israel

(15) So when you see the abomination of desolation (which is spoken of through Daniel
the prophet) standing in a holy place — let the reader understand — (16) then let those who
are in Judea flee to the mountains. (17) Let the one on top of his roof not go [back] down
to pick up his things out of his house, (18) and let the one in the field not turn back to
pick up his cloak. (19) And woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing
in those days. (20) And [so] pray that your flight may not take place during a storm or on
a Sabbath. (21) For at that time there will be a great tribulation such as has never
occurred from the beginning of the world until now, and [such as] will never again occur

thereafter.
Matthew 24:15-21 (cf. Lk.17:31-32)

(14) But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not — let
the reader understand — then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, (15) and let
the one on top of his roof not go [back] down, neither let him enter [back] into his house
to pick up anything out of it, (16) and let the one in the field not turn back to pick up his
cloak. (17) And woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing in those
days. (18) And [so] pray that it might not take place during a storm. (19) For those days
will see a tribulation the like of which has never occurred from the beginning of God's

creation of the world until now, and never will occur again.
Mark 13:14-19

Having disposed of Moses and Elijah, one of the first things antichrist will do upon establishing
himself as a pseudo-god in Jerusalem will be to attempt to destroy all of their followers within
the borders of Israel. The first to die will be the 144,000 Jewish evangelists. Their mission was
and will be to the end to bring the gospel to their fellow Jews, and their deaths will serve to give
these converts to the true Messiah time to escape the evil designs of the beast and his father the
devil. For while believers within Israel are told to escape without so much as returning home for
a coat, the 144,000 will stand their ground wherever they may be in fulfillment of this last act of
courage which the Lord has ordained for them: martyrdom.

(1) And I'looked, and behold, the Lamb stood upon Mount Zion, and with Him were the
144,000, having His Name and the Name of His Father written upon their foreheads. (2)
And I heard a sound from heaven like a sound of many waters and a sound of thunder,
and the sound which I heard was like that of lyre-players playing on their lyres. (3) And
they (i.e., the 144,000) are singing a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and before the elders, and no one was able to learn the song except the 144,000

[singing] in unison, they who had been purchased from the earth.
Revelation 14:1-3

The rewards that accompany such wonderful and sacrificial service to the Lord which the

144,000 will achieve, a ministry crowned with martyrdom that not only glorifies the Lord directly
but allows the escape of those they have ministered to, will be profound indeed. When the

72



Church in resurrection is reorganized into the twelve tribes whose names are on the gates of New
Jerusalem, we will not be surprised to see the 144,000 formed into the otherwise unassigned tribe
of Levi, a special tribe whose "portion is the Lord", and whose eternal status will be one of
special closeness to Him — there can be no greater reward.

(13) And when the dragon saw that he had been cast down to the earth, he gave chase to
the woman who had born the male [child]. (14) And to the woman were given two wings
of the great eagle so that she might fly into the desert to a place [prepared] for her where
she is [going to be] sustained there away from the presence of the serpent for a time and
times and half a time. (15) And the serpent spewed [forth] from his mouth after the
woman water like a river in order to sweep her away. (16) And the earth helped the
woman, and the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon had
spewed [forth] from his mouth. (17) And the dragon was enraged at the woman, and he
went away to make war with the rest of her seed, [even] those who are keeping the

commandments of God and maintaining their testimony to Jesus.
Revelation 12:13-17

Even with the 144,000 acting as a rearguard at the cost of their lives, those Jewish believers who
heed the warning to flee as soon as they see the "abomination" set up in the temple court will
nevertheless be pursued by antichrist. As the passage above makes clear, however, they will be
granted a successful escape through divine, supernatural means. Moreover, they will be granted
a special place of comfort and protection somewhere in the middle of the desert wherein like the
Israelites of old they will be protected and provided for by the Lord for the duration of the
Tribulation, "for a time and times and half a time".

D. The Beast's Prophet and the Worldwide Anti-Christian Religion

(4) And they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast. And they
[also] worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? And who is able to make war
with him?" (5) And a mouth was given to [the beast] to speak presumptuous things and
blasphemies [against God]. And it was [also] given to him to do what he wished for
forty-two months. (6) And he opened his mouth for [the purpose of] blasphemy against
God, to blaspheme His Name and His dwelling and those who dwell in heaven (i.e., the
family of God). (7) And it was given to [the beast] to make war on the holy ones (e.g.,
believers) and to conquer them (i.e., the Great Persecution). And authority was given to
him over every tribe and people and language and race. (8) And all the inhabitants of the
earth will worship [the beast], [that is, all] whose names are not [still] written in the book
of life [where they were written] from the beginning of the world, [even the book] which
belongs to the Lamb who was slain. (9) "If anyone has an ear, let him hear. (10) If
anyone is [destined] for captivity [to captivity he will go]. If it is necessary for anyone to
be put to death by the sword, by the sword he must be put to death. Herein lies the

perseverance and the faithfulness of the holy ones."
Revelation 13:4-10
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1. The Anti-Christian Religion and its Worldwide Expansion

The amazement the world will manifest at the beast's pseudo-resurrection (Rev.13:3) along with
his military successes (being now the effective ruler of the world as a result) spills forth at this
point not only in the worship of antichrist himself, but also in the worship of his father, the
dragon (i.e., the devil). It is to some extent a moot point whether or not these worshipers who
will constitute the vast majority of the world's population really understand that it is Satan and
his antichrist they are worshiping and not the one true God and His true Messiah. For the beast
will certainly represent himself as the latter so that there will also be no doubt about the
representation in this worldwide religion of Satan as "true God" (cf. Ezek.31:11; Jn.12:31;
2Cor.4:4). Clearly, however, the world ought to know, inasmuch as antichrist's reign in
Jerusalem from the temple of God itself will be pursuant to his prior eviction of the two servants
of God, Moses and Elijah, who, it will be recalled, mediated the trumpet judgments of warning
(Rev.11:1-13; cf. Zech.4:14).

Following his consolidation of power worldwide, the first item on antichrist's agenda, and the
most effective, most dramatic, and most abhorrent means that the dragon and his antichrist will
employ to consolidate their kingdom, will be the establishment of a mandatory, worldwide
religion designed to replace all genuine worship of the one true God with the worship of the beast
and his father the devil instead. As Revelation 13:4 demonstrates, the population of the world at
large, awed by recent events, will easily and readily put aside whatever scruples and reservations
they may have had before and will enthusiastically embrace the worship of Satan and antichrist.
Their reasoning and motivation is simple enough and is made crystal clear in our context: the
dragon will be considered a legitimate object of worship "because he gave his authority to the
beast", and antichrist in turn will be regarded as such 1) because of his extraordinary person
(exemplified in particular by his pseudo resurrection: "Who is like the beast?"), and 2) because
of his extraordinary deeds (exemplified in particular by his conquest of the world, including his
"defeat" of the two witnesses: "And who is able to make war with him?").

The world's new-found reverence for the devil and their acceptance of him as "God" is a result of
their prior conviction that antichrist is God's divine representative on earth. While this may
perhaps seem a somewhat unbelievable development to followers of the true Christ before the
fact, we would do well to remember the words of our Lord:

(10) And at that time many will fall away and will betray each other and will hate each
other, (11) and many false prophets will arise and will deceive many. (12) Now because
of the increase of lawlessness [at that time], the love of the many will cool. (13) But he

who endures until the end, this [is the one who] will be saved.
Matthew 24:10-13

At that time if someone says to you "Look [(as they will tell you then)]! Christ is here!",
or "Here [He is]!", do not believe [it]. For false christs and false prophets will arise and
will perform great miracles (lit., "signs") and wonders [sufficient] to deceive even the
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elect, if [that were] possible. Look [(as I am telling you now)]! I have told you ahead of

time.
Matthew 24:23-25

The parallels between the beast and the true Messiah will be both deliberate and numerous. If, as
Jesus tells us in the verse above, even the elect will be tempted to interpret the signs and wonders
of antichrist as proof of his Messiahship, it is small wonder that those who have rejected the truth
of Jesus Christ will be easily ensnared by the satanic lies of the beast and the dragon. In addition
to the signs and wonders mentioned above, antichrist will have now defeated the "unbelieving
nations" of the southern alliance in a "holy crusade" to deliver "Christendom and Israel" from
Islamic tyranny; he will have defeated the "forces of evil" in the persons of Moses and Elijah
who had for many months been "tormenting" the unbelieving population of the world
(Rev.11:10); and he will have (to the eyes of the world) even risen from the dead. Following
these unprecedented signs, he will take up residence in the temple of God in Jerusalem
proclaiming himself to be God (2Thes.2:4), and setting about to begin the millennium of blessing
prophesied in scripture as he rules from Jerusalem a united world without war. Not only will it
be no wonder that unbelievers, attributing his feats to the supernatural authority of his father
(which is indeed true enough), will accept him as divine, but it also follows logically for those
viewing the circumstances in such a way that the imposition of a mandatory form of worship
upon the entire world will seem reasonable and good in every way. Only those who know their
God will be able to resist the incredible pressures to take part in the new phase of antichrist's
religion about to be unveiled and proclaimed worldwide. And it is likewise understandable that
the satanic propaganda which has been around since pagan days and which seeks to paint the true
God as "a bad god" and Satan as "the good god" bent on replacing him will find a ready audience
in all those whose names are no longer written in the book of life. Therefore one of the chilling
ironies of the Great Persecution about to be unleashed against all who are determined to preserve
their faith in Jesus even until death is that believers are going to be charged with "devil worship"
by the very people who have in fact sold themselves to Satan. Our Lord's words on the subject
are important to remember in this regard, for they accused Him, the Son of God Himself, of
being in league with the devil (Jn.8:48-59; cf. Mk.3:22-30), and He has assured us of the world's
hatred and persecution, because it hated and persecuted Him first (Jn.15:18-25).

Before the accomplishment of the two primary deceptions of the Tribulation's first half (i.e.,
antichrist's pseudo "resurrection" and pseudo-Armageddon) and the domination of the world
which followed, it was neither feasible from the standpoint of persuasion nor possible from the
standpoint of political power either to reveal fully the nature of the new religion or to make it
mandatory worldwide. The constellation of the events at the Tribulation's mid-point are what
make possible (in company "with the help of [his] foreign god") antichrist's transformation of his
rule from regional to global. That transition will be both horizontal (i.e., geographic expansion
until the entire surface of the globe renders him effective allegiance), and vertical (i.e., an
increasing measure of loyalty and control within all political entities as well as all other
power-nodes), with a corresponding degree of increased intensity in the demands he will make of
those controlled. Immediately after his initial consolidation of power we can expect a greater
requirement for allegiance to and participation in his cause and in his religion which will
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manifest itself most significantly in the Great Persecution about to be unleashed upon all who
refuse such allegiance and participation.

(3) Do not let anyone deceive you in any way. For [the 2nd Advent cannot come] unless
the Apostasy [the great falling away of the faithful in the first half of the Tribulation] has
already occurred, and the man of lawlessness [antichrist] has been revealed, that "son of
destruction" (cf. Jn.17:12 of Judas), (4) the one who will oppose and exalt himself against
every so-called god and object of worship to such a degree that he will take his seat in the
temple of God and represent himself as being God. (5) Don’t you remember that [ was

telling you these things while I was still with you?
2nd Thessalonians 2:3-5

Despite the inherent horrors of antichrist's universal religion of Satanism prophesied to be
revealed and expanded at the Tribulation's mid-point and the terrors it will hold for all who
refuse to bow down to it, we should not think that it will be for those reasons a system of worship
that most people find oppressive and abhorrent but are only embracing out of necessity. As in
the case of many cults, beyond the obvious mind-control and group coercion, there is always also
an element that appeals to and even legitimizes the secret desires of many if not most of its
members. Just as we would be mistaken to imagine the devil as some horrible looking creature
when in fact he was made beautiful (Ezek.28:12-13) and even now masquerades as "a messenger
of light" (2Cor.11:14), so in the case of this worldwide cult designed to worship him, rather than
imaging some repulsive collection of odd and onerous rituals, we would do better to understand
this new religion as something that most people will find incredibly appealing (cf. Nah.3:4 and
the harlot analogy generally: Rev.17:1-5; 17:15-16; 19:2). Cults often attract new adherents by
promising them a welcoming and friendly society, and by offering them a "deeper" spiritual
relationship through initiation into "secret doctrines and mysteries" unavailable elsewhere. And
if in the process they also appeal to the hidden desires of the new initiate (be they of either an
ascetic or licentious nature), then their appeal can seem irresistible. The unique feature of the
beast's religion will be a syncretism of all such elements, allowing virtually every human being to
clothe his or her base desires in the mantle of religion in a friendly and welcoming environment
and with the conviction that the "truth" is thus being sought, and the "true God" thus being
served, to the end that "true eternal life" may be earned (such as antichrist seems to exhibit in his
feigned rise from the dead).

The Spirit explicitly says that in the end times certain men will rebel from the faith,
giving their allegiance [instead] to deceitful spirits and demonic doctrines. With their
own consciences seared away and speaking with the hypocrisy of men [who peddle] lies,
they will [instruct their victims] to refrain from marriage, and to keep away from certain

foods . . .
1st Timothy 4:1-3a

Perspicuous in the verses above is the perverse reversal of God's natural order of things as

marriage is discouraged — but not sexual practice of all sorts, both natural and unnatural.
Inhabitants of urban 21st century America may well wonder what great change this will represent
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from contemporary practices. Nevertheless, there will be a decided change for the worse as the
incipient trends now visible burst into full flood, are blessed by the state and the state religion,
and become mandatory for all loyal citizens of antichrist's world state. And while believers will
have as much trouble accepting this degraded and degrading behavior as they do accepting
antichrist, the partisans of antichrist will be disposed by the darkness of their minds to embrace
his religious strictures even as they have been drawn to embrace him — a phenomenon which
cannot be disentangled from the prior rejection of the truth of God:

I have come in My Father's Name, and you do not accept Me; but if someone else comes in his

own name, you will accept him.
John 5:43

In general terms, the religion of the beast will stress the material and the visible over against
invisible spirituality of which, of course, it will be completely bereft. And in all of its worldly
manifestations it will attempt to mimic the outward appearance of Christian forms (although this
will be more in terms of the "traditional" forms of the church visible as opposed to genuine
Christian faith and practice). One thing that will be noticeably missing from antichrist's "church"
will be the Bible. For while false religions often have some doctrinal focal point or other, it
behooves any organization that is in truth no part of the truth to maintain "flexibility" about the
actual truth. In other words, when an organization or movement is built upon lies, the freedom to
continue lying without restraint or fear of contradiction is crucial. For this reason, we may
expect that with his "revelation" as the Son of God, antichrist will expect the world to accept his
words as fully sufficient and authoritative since they come from "God". What need will the
world then have for an outdated, outmoded written Bible when they now have the purported
author to worship in person? It is worth noting in this regard that, in effect, this is where we find
much of contemporary Christianity in our present Laodicean age of spiritual lukewarmness. For
while many so-called Christian churches and organizations pay lip service to the Bible (and we
imagine that the beast and his religion will do so as well), in terms of practice and application the
scriptures often take a distant second place to entertainment, self-help, motivational speaking,
emotional appeals, pop-psychology, and "worship". For many groups, therefore, the adoption of
the beast's religion in both name and practice will sadly mean very little change in either outward
appearance or inward effect.

Characteristics of the religion of antichrist:

a. Its Ultimate Object of Worship: "The dragon and the beast" will be the ultimate objects of
worship in this new religion. So while there will be other foci of worship and veneration as well
(e.g., the idolatrous cult statue in the temple court and the false prophet), the world will have no
excuse — Satan and his antichrist will replace the Lord God Almighty and His true Christ in the
active worship in which the unbelieving world will now orgiastically indulge. The prior apostasy
of one third of the Church, coupled with the removal of Holy Spirit restraint, and the
empowerment of error spoken of in 2nd Thessalonians 2:11, will contribute mightily to the
rapidity and the totality of the world's rush to embrace the devil and the beast (Dan.8:10-12;
11:36-39).
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b. Its Ultimate Place of Worship: Just as antichrist proclaims himself to be the true Messiah and
makes every attempt to support that claim in ways that would, "if possible", deceive even the
elect (Matt.24:24), so Jerusalem and the temple of God are not accidently chosen as the supreme
place of worship. The idea of substitution is clear in everything that the beast and his father
Satan will do in this regard, for it has ever been the devil's desire to replace God, so that the
installing of his son on the throne of God with himself enshrined as the ultimate object of
creature worship is in many respects the fulfillment of a dream which has been millennia in the
making. Indeed, Satan will take pains during this entire period to represent this time as the
beginning of "the Millennium". For, after all, the true Millennium begins following the
revelation of Jesus Christ, the defeat of His enemies at Armageddon, and His installment in the
temple at Jerusalem as the Ruler of the world. To the unbelieving world, antichrist's
pseudo-resurrection, conquest of the southern alliance, and usurpation of the temple and
Jerusalem for his own use will fit this bill. Needless to say, the ensuing three and half years, the
time of greatest tribulation in world history, will hardly seem "millennial", but the selection of
Jerusalem as the supreme place of worship will contribute to the persuasiveness of the beast's
claims and to the acceptance by the unbelieving world of his new universal religion. Not since
the tower of Babel will the world be so completely "united" in a political sense, or have a single
unifying religious center and motivation as it will have at that time as antichrist begins his rule
from Jerusalem with the intent of putting all of his enemies under his feet — if they refuse to
worship him.

c. Its Ultimate Priest: As with all of the other supreme foci of the beast's religion, so in the case
of the "clergy" we can expect to see a deliberate usurpation of both true and traditional
Christianity in antichrist's system. There is, of course, nothing biblical about Roman
Catholicism's "pope", but the false prophet will indeed be a true "vicar" or substitute for
antichrist, serving him in a way that falsely parallels the true Christ but in reality models
antichrist and the devil (e.g, the false prophet has "two horns like a lamb", but "speaks like a
dragon": Rev.13:11). We may expect this to be the case with the other lesser "clergy" as well,
especially considering that in all probability antichrist will make use of already existing clergy
who are co-opted into his new universal religion, so that any distinction as seen by the world
between the beast's church and the "Christian church" will be difficult to draw (since in most
cases it will be a question of the same people in the same buildings employing many of the same
rituals only now committed to worshiping the beast "as Christ"). In general terms, we can expect
antichrist's new clergy to be extremely persuasive (cf. Matt.24:23-24; Col.2:16-23; 2Thes.2:3-12;
1Tim.4:1-8; 2Tim.3:1-13; 2Pet.2:1 - 3:18; Jude 1:4-16).

d. Its Ultimate Sign of Membership: Believers in Jesus Christ have as their sign and as their seal

of divine ownership the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (2Cor.1:21-22; Eph.1:13-14; 4:30;
cf. Rom.8:9-17; Rev.7:1-3). Antichrist's substitute for this true yet invisible sign is, once again in
keeping with the pattern above, a false, visible sign, the "mark of the beast".

e. Its Ultimate Promise: Given that the beast has been "restored to life", it is likely that the
promise of a similar reward will be given to those who embrace his religion, especially in the
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context of antichrist's claim to be the true Messiah. It should be noted in this connection,
however, that rather than being a universal good promised to all, as in the case of the true
resurrection of the righteous, we may instead expect this false promise of resurrection to be
qualified, offered only to the few who distinguish themselves in loyalty, and thus used as a goad
to spur the "faithful" on to ever greater degeneracy and fanaticism. Moreover, the type of
"eternal life" being offered will be along the same lines of materiality we see in every other
aspect of the beast's religion, namely, the continuation (or revivification) of the sordid and (apart
from God) pointless temporal life that is humanity's lot, rather than any true transformation. That
so many around the world will find this offer appealing is almost a cause for pity, especially
considering that antichrist will be incapable of making good on this promise in even a single
Instance.

f. Its Ultimate Sacrifice: It is a common-place in literature to portray those who make a "deal
with the devil" as having "sold their souls". And it is true that the unbelieving world of that
future time, by their embracing of the beast's religion, will have likewise embraced their own
condemnation, willfully rejecting through the worship of antichrist and his father Satan the grace
and mercy in Jesus Christ that God was eager to give them freely (cf. Jonah 2:8). However, the
true nature of the "bargain" is this: they have forsaken eternal life and spiritual riches beyond
calculation for the sake of some trifling and, in many cases, totally disgusting short-lived material
benefits. In other words, like Esau, the unbelieving world of that time will sell en masse "their
birthright for a mess of pottage" (Heb.12:16). To those concerned, the bargain will actually seem
reasonable, for it will involve substituting present persecution endured for the sake of intangible
advantages (which their hearts blinded by unbelief find incredible) for tangible "benefits" in the
here and now (cf. the pattern of Is.57:11f.).

g. Its Ultimate Service: As in the case of its ultimate sacrifice, the ultimate service for believers
in antichrist and his religion will reflect a sick parallelism to genuine Christianity. After the
pattern of our Savior (e.g., Jn.13:1-17), true Christians are committed to service for the sake and
the benefit of their fellow believers, seeking their spiritual growth and welfare above all else
(Rom.14:19-21). For adherents of the religion of the beast, however, "the ultimate service" will
not be edification but destruction, namely, the betrayal of all who refuse to accept antichrist in
preference for the true Christ.

2. The False Prophet

(11) And I saw another beast (i.e., the false prophet: cf. Rev.16:13; 19:20; 20:10) rising
up from the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. (12)
And he [will] act with all the authority of the first beast [while] in his presence, and he
[will] make the world and all its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound
was healed. (13) And [the beast's false prophet] [will] perform great miracles (lit.,
"signs"), even making fire come down from heaven to the earth in front of everyone. (14)
And he [will] deceive those who dwell upon the earth on account of the miracles (lit.,
"signs") which have been given to him to perform in the presence of the beast, even
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commanding the inhabitants of the earth to make an image of the beast, [that is] of him
who received the [deadly] stroke of the sword and [yet] came [back] to life. (15) And it
was given to him to provide a spirit for the image of the beast so that the image might
speak, and [it was also given to him] to bring it about that as many as refused to worship
the image of the beast might be put to death.

Revelation 13:11-15

The fact that this second beast will rise up "from the earth" shows that he will be completely
human (as opposed to antichrist's satanic parentage). Antichrist, the first beast, received his
power and authority from the devil (Rev.13:2; 19:20), and here we see the second beast receiving
his power and authority from antichrist as a clear subordinate of the first beast. In this respect we
see another deliberate (though false) parallel between the high priest and the head of state in the
original Jewish monarchy. As believers in the only true God, we understand very well that Jesus
is both the ultimate King and the ultimate High Priest "in the order of Melchizedek", having
offered Himself on the cross as the only sacrifice sufficient to cleanse us from our sins (Ps.110:4;
Heb.4:14; 5:5-10; 6:19; 7:1-3; 8:1-2). Antichrist, however, will ignore the true Savior's
redemptive work and will instead stress the regal aspects of the Messiah who is destined to
institute the worldwide "kingdom of heaven". For those who reject Jesus and His work on the
cross (i.e., the true functioning of His priesthood) and choose instead to accept antichrist's claim
to be the legitimate ruler of the world, it will seem reasonable that there should be a new high
priest to conduct the worship of the first beast and his father (the devil). In possessing "two horns
like a lamb" while he speaks "like a dragon" we see the false prophet seeking to establish and
support antichrist's claim of Messiahship (hence the horns of the lamb) furthering Satan's plan in
the process (i.e., speaking like a dragon).

The false prophet will take the lead in the administering of antichrist's religion, both in terms of
its expansion and also in the implementation of the compulsory aspects of it, including the Great
Persecution which mandatory conversion will occasion in the case of all who refuse. The
administrative and cultic center of this new religion will not be Rome, as many have surmised,
but Jerusalem. For it is in Jerusalem that the beast will take his seat in the temple of God,
proclaiming himself to be God, and it is in the temple court that the statue of the beast, the
"abomination which causes [spiritual] desolation" will be erected (Dan.11:31; Matt.24:15;
Mk.13:14). Thus the temple and the idol then associated with it will be the new religion's focal
point from the middle of the Tribulation onward. And it will be in front of the temple and its
idol that the false prophet will perform his miracles, acting with antichrist's authority "in his
presence" (Rev.13:12; 13:13). In his implementation of the first beast's false religion, we see the
second beast following the pattern of counterfeiting true forms and practices, and, specifically
now that the focus of worship has moved to the temple in Jerusalem, of paralleling the Mosaic
Law with a series of practices designed to resemble the truth even as they propagate satanic lies:

a. False Pilgrimage: In the law, all males in Israel are commanded to present themselves before
the Lord on three occasions every year, i.e., at the Passover, the festival of first fruits, and the
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feast of Tabernacles (Ex.23:14-17). We may infer from the testimony given in our context to the
effect that the false prophet will "deceive those who dwell upon the earth on account of the
miracles which have been given to him to perform in the presence of the beast" that many
individuals, especially those of any sort of prominence, will be expected to make what amounts
to a similar "pilgrimage" to Jerusalem during those 42 months in order to worship at the feet of
the beast, paying homage to him and to his idol under the watchful eye of the false prophet
(compare the behavior of Nebuchadnezzar vis-a-vis the idol of gold which he had erected on the
plain of Dura in Babylon: Dan.3:1-12).

b. False Worship: It is likely that the false prophet will represent himself as the high priest of
Israel (though scripture does not give him that title possibly for the very good reason that he is
not so in fact), and that much of the ritual carried on in and around Jerusalem at this time,
illegitimate though it is, will closely parallel the historical temple rite (i.e., the appointment of
divisions of priests, the reconstruction of all the trappings and paraphernalia of the Aaronic
priesthood, and the continuation of various rules and regulations; although apparently not
sacrifices per se: cf. Dan.9:27). It is the case that this show of historicity will in truth have
nothing to do with the original temple worship, or the worship re-instituted by Moses and Elijah,
or the millennial temple worship soon to be reestablished by the true Messiah. But to those who
have been deceived to the point of accepting antichrist as the Christ, restoration of the temple rite
at least in some form or other far from being surprising will indeed be expected of this
pseudo-Messiah who has now come to Jerusalem to begin his "millennial reign".

c. False Dietary Regime: Dietary regulations play a significant role in the Mosaic Law for the
purpose of "distinguishing between the holy and the profane" (Lev.10:10). That is to say, Israel's
separation from the practices of the world in diet were to be representative of their far more
important spiritual separation (Rom.4:13). Reversing this relationship, that is, claiming holiness
or righteousness on the basis of "keeping the Law" in any of its aspect is, as any reader of the
New Testament should know, diametrically opposed to the true purpose of the Law and the true
meaning of grace. Yet a key feature of antichrist's religion as administered by his high priest, the
false prophet, will be to take traditional legalism a step farther, instituting a system of aggressive
vegetarianism that will give its practitioners a feeling of "holiness" and "purity" on the basis of
diet (i.e., physical, substituting for spiritual, purity), despite whatever truly sinful behavior in
which they may be engaged (1Tim.4:1-5; cf. Col.2:16-23; 2Tim.3:5; Heb.13:9).

d. False Communion: Closely tied to these everyday dietary restraints will be the practice of a
false "communion" which will follow closely after the pattern of historical pagan practices (cf.
Zech.9:7):

Those who sanctify and purify themselves for the gardens following the lead of the one
[characterized] by violence, eating the flesh of swine, and of whatever is an abomination,

and of rats will be swept away together (i.e., at the Second Advent), says the Lord.
Isaiah 66:17
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The context of this verse (both preceding and following, but see especially Is.66:18-24) shows
clearly that while the behavior described is not unprecedented in Israel's past (cf. Is.65:3-5), the
disgusting communal meal described above will be the one in vogue during the Tribulation.
Therefore the "one with violence", clearly an individual acting as a sort of priest officiating over
the proceedings, is best taken to be the false prophet, antichrist's own "high priest" and the one
responsible for directing his false religion. The fact that meat will be eaten in this "communion"
whereas vegetarianism will be the rule otherwise is not contradictory, for this eating of
abominations will represent a "sacrifice" and for that reason necessarily includes behavior not
otherwise sought out or condoned.

e. False Piety: The "sanctified" behavior of antichrist's religion will go beyond diet including in
particular a general prohibition against normal marriage (1Tim.4:3). Genuine Christianity does
indeed forbid sexual conduct outside of marriage (e.g., 1 Thes.4:3-8), but never forbids legitimate
marriage (1Cor.7:8-9). Here once again, therefore, we see the beast's religion turning the truth on
its head. While preaching and encouraging sexual licentiousness (cf. 2Pet.2:17-22), the false
prophet will lead the charge to forbid the only valid forum for sexual behavior. We may expect
many such instances of making virtue out of sin and vice versa. One particularly well-
documented form of counterfeit piety will be the tattooing of the beast's name (or number) on the
forehead and/or right hand of his worshipers (see below), wherein we see a clear attempt to
mimic legitimate biblical practices past and present (Is.44:5; Rev.3:12; cf. Ex.13:9-16; 15.62:2;
65:15; Rev.2:17), even while violating the express commands of scripture (Lev.19:28;
Rev.14:9-11; cf. Rev.16:2; 19:20; 20:4).

f. False Millennial Program: During the Great Tribulation, antichrist will represent himself as
the Messiah. Therefore it should not be surprising that his religion will attempt to counterfeit
and play off of the prophecies regarding Christ's true Millennial Kingdom. One of the key
thematic characteristics of the genuine Millennium will be justice, divinely defined and directly
administered by the Lord worldwide for the first time in human history since the garden (cf. Ps.2;
9; 24; 45-48; 50; 68; 72; Is.11; 24-27; 32; 34-35; 49-52; 62-66). Instead of true justice stemming
from divine administration of the world (an under-appreciated blessing that is worth far more
than many material blessings with which the Millennium will be replete), the beast's religion will
offer unprecedented "freedom" from innumerable legal and societal restraints (Dan.7:25;
2Pet.2:17-22; cf. Is.24:5), but this "freedom" will in fact help to produce the most outrageous
violations of the most basic human rights as well as of the most important freedom we as a
species possess, namely, the right to choose for Jesus Christ and to follow and serve Him in this
life without persecution. From the believer's perspective, the beast's false millennium is best
understood by its divinely assigned name, "The Great Tribulation". Instead of a time of justice
and safety, these final forty-two months will be a time of trampling down of all that is just and
right and decent in the name of "freedom". For whatever good one may find in anti-materialistic,
new age, vegetarian, libertarian anti-commercialism, in the context of antichrist's
pseudo-millennium all such things will be mere fig leaves employed solely for the purpose of
covering a campaign of crime, lawlessness, licentiousness, and the judicial murder of all who
find themselves in opposition to the beast for whatever reason, and especially those who have
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determined to stay faithful to Jesus Christ regardless of the consequences. One category of
"freedom-blessings" scripture does spell out for this period is a general redistribution of wealth
by antichrist on behalf of his supporters (Dan.11:24b; 11:39). Presented no doubt as a "jubilee"
along Old Testament lines (Lev.25; 27), this action will instead be motivated out of the beast's
desire to firm up his own support rather than any desire to help the poor.

g. False Service: Finally, the "righteous works" required of the adherents of antichrist's religion
as led by his high priest, the false prophet, will entail first and foremost participation in the
satanic attempt at universal conversion to the beast. In addition to all the other depravities
required of those who choose to serve the beast, this final "crusade" will involve the active
destruction of the free will opportunities of others to choose for Christ, even to the point of
betraying those they ought to love the most (Matt.10:36; Lk.21:16).

More persuasive than any of the lies the false prophet will spout will be the exceptional
"miracles" he is permitted to perform in the name of the beast and in the power of the devil.
Scripture is very clear here and elsewhere that these signs and wonders will be most impressive,
"deceiving those who live upon the earth" (Rev.13:14; cf. 2Thes.2:9-10), and even capable of
deceiving even the elect, "if that were possible" (Matt.24:24; Mk.13:22). In the production of
these miraculous signs once again we see Satan's familiar pattern of aping the wonders of God in
order to appear a god in the eyes of the world (2Cor.11:14). Moreover, the specific false
miracles given to the second beast to perform are particularly deceptive in that they so directly
parallel demonstrations of genuine divine power. Moses and Elijah, both historically and even
more importantly during their recent return to earth to direct the missionary activities of the
144,000, performed similar signs and miracles (Rev.11:5; cf. 1Ki.18:38; 2Ki.1:9-14). Just as
Pharaoh's magicians, Jannes and Jambres, were able to produce counterfeit signs and miracles
that nevertheless fell short of what God gave Moses to perform (Ex.7:11; 7:22; cf. 2Tim.3:8-9),
and just as the devil was able to manipulate the pre-historic creation and yet fell pitifully short of
the power of God, so the false prophet's signs and miracles will in fact be pathetically lacking
compared to true divine power. However, we must not underestimate their persuasive effect
upon the unbelieving world. As believers contemplating these events before the fact, we need to
realize that these signs and wonders will appear to the human eye as indeed being the "real
thing", so that only through our understanding of the truth of scripture will we be able to resist
being impressed to the point of misguided belief as the rest of the world will be. Believers in
Jesus, therefore, must take pains to remember at all times (and especially at that time) that what
we know to be so from the Bible is always of much greater import than anything our eyes may
happen to see — it is by faith in God's truth that we navigate this world, not by how we may feel
or by what we may experience or by what our eyes behold (2Cor.4:18; 5:7; cf. Heb.11:1ff.).
However impressive and persuasive the signs and wonders we may see, the true "test" lies in
whether or not those who perform them contradict the truth and seek to lead us astray
(Deut.13:2-4).
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The fact that the world's entire unbelieving population is said to be involved in the construction
of the idol, the "abomination which brings [spiritual] desolation" (Rev.13:14), indicates that this
statue will be of massive size and probably constructed of extremely valuable materials. Given
the close relation between many aspects of this occurrence and Nebuchadnezzar's similar
construction of the huge, ninety foot tall golden idol in the plains of Babylon (Dan.3:1ff), we
would be justified in assuming that this statue is made of gold as well. We may posit that the
false prophet in his role as high priest of the beast's religion will supervise a worldwide campaign
of contributions for the construction, for this is most likely what is to be understood from the
phrase "commanding the inhabitants of the earth to make an image of the beast" (cf. Ex.35:4 -
36:7). Once the idol is in place, the false prophet will animate it through satanic power (i.e.,
v.15: "it was given to him to provide a spirit for the image of the beast so that the image might
speak"). This ability to animate a statue so large and impressively appointed will play no small
role in the deception of the world, and we may anticipate that many who come to Jerusalem
unconvinced will be awed into "belief" by this unprecedented sight (cf. Nebuchadnezzar's
attempt to impart a similar sense of awe through ornate and extensive musical accompaniment:
Dan.3:5; 3:7; 3:10; 3:15).

It stands to reason that only those in the presence of the image of the beast will be capable of
being put to the test as to whether or not they are willing to worship it. Thus Revelation 13:15
indicates that all whose allegiance to antichrist is suspect will be brought to Jerusalem and made
to stand before the colossal idol, with those who refuse to give their obeisance in its presence
being put immediately to death. The means of execution is not given, but it would certainly
continue the parallel with Nebuchadnezzar's statue if the imminent demise for all who refuse was
a horrifying death by fire in a furnace akin to that into which Hananiah, Mishael, and Asariah
(Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) were thrown upon their similar refusal (cf. Dan.11:33). The
terrifying sight of this monstrous, animated colossus, and the prospect of being cast alive into the
flames for refusing to worship it, will no doubt prove too much for anyone to bear — except for
those who are solidly grounded in their faith in Jesus Christ, and ready to follow Him even unto a
fiery death rather than prove unfaithful in this life.

3. The Mark of the Beast

(16) And he (i.e., the false prophet) compelled everyone, small and great, rich and poor,
free and slave, to allow [his clergy] to place a mark on their right hand or on their
forehead, (17) so that no one would be able to buy or sell except those with the mark,

[consisting of] either the name of the [first] beast or the number of his name.
Revelation 13:16-17

Although the text here is very straightforward, there are all manner of false and misleading
theories about the mark in common currency today. As can be seen easily enough from the
words above, the mark is a physical one, a visible tattoo placed upon the willing recipient by
some official in antichrist's pseudo-Christian religion. Postulating signs and symbols occurring
elsewhere (such as in corporate logos), or invisible alterations to DNA, or anything to do with
microchips, or any other such speculative nonsense merely advances the beast's cause by making
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the actual mark and its process of reception seem less threatening. But just as we cannot afford
to be confused about what the mark actually is, neither can any believer afford to forget that
taking the mark is tantamount to denying Christ . . . and forfeiting eternal salvation.

(9) And yet a third angel followed them, saying in a loud voice, "If anyone worships the
beast and his image and receives [his] mark upon his forehead or upon his hand, (10) he
himself will also drink from the wine of God's wrath which has been mixed undiluted in
the cup of His anger. And [that person] will be tormented in fire and sulfur before angels,
[and] saints, and before the Lamb. (11) And the smoke of their torment will go up
forever and ever, and they have no rest day or night, those who worship the beast and his

image and whoever takes the mark of his name."
Revelation 14:9-11

Several other important points about the mark itself need to be considered before proceeding to
the discussion of the "number of the beast":

a. The beast's universal religion results in universal compulsion to receive the mark: Whatever
civil rights and benefits of citizenship obtain under antichrist's worldwide state, we are right to
expect that these will all be closely tied to membership and participation in his universal religion
because it is through this religion that his "majesty" will be worshiped and revered.
Consequently, it should come as no surprise that at this juncture the false prophet will administer
the placement of a visible sign of obeisance upon all of the beast's followers with the objective of
"marking" the entire world. Given the dire consequences the reception of this mark will have, we
may posit that, in addition to true believers, there will be an indeterminate number of unbelievers
who will avoid it as well. We should not, however, underestimate the short-term negative
consequences which resisting this mark will entail.

b. The placing of the mark is most likely carried out by the clergy of the beast's religion. Since
antichrist's religion is a purposefully syncretic mixture of all other religions distinguished mainly
by its universal acknowledgment of the beast as God, we do not have to find in this policy of
marking its adherents any fundamental reconstruction or reorganization of its parts. More than
likely, the same priests, pastors, imams, etc. of all religions and cults previously co-opted into
antichrist's universal religion will be at the forefront of the process of marking all of the world's
"believers" in antichrist, and that this process will be essentially religious rather than civil in
nature (though it will have definite civil consequences).

c. The pressure to receive the mark: The mark will accomplish a melding together of church and
state such as the world has not seen since the tower of Babel. For while the taking of the mark
will have a putative religious purpose and be imprinted in a religious setting, its consequences for
every other sphere of life can hardly be underestimated. In addition to the economic hardships of
a posture of refusal spelled out in Revelation 13:16-17 (i.e., essentially banning the unmarked
from commerce of any sort), we may expect all such persons to become what amounts to
"unpersons", bereft of any rights, legal recourse, or any consideration of any kind whatsoever
under the beast's system of governance. The beast's focus upon economic activity as related in
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verse seventeen is entirely understandable since that is obviously the most effective stimulus to
the progress of this universal conscription of humanity into the official ranks of evil. For while
legal matters, voting, various registrations and the like might all be of use in the process of
coercing the world to enroll, "buying and selling" are weekly if not daily activities in which all
but those engaged in the most independent of agricultural operations must necessarily engage.

As one of the most important functional and practical spheres of daily life, therefore, commerce,
and specifically the exclusion of the unmarked from commerce, will be an ideal vehicle for the
universal enrollment of mankind into antichrist's religion. In addition to the necessities of life,
commerce is also the entrepot into all of the key aspects of the devil's worldwide system of lust
generally:

1. Money: If currency, cash, gold, money and fungible assets of every sort were
"important" in the eyes of the world in the past, during the Tribulation, a time of such intense
insecurity, we can expect the twin desires for financial security and opportunity based upon a
large store of liquid assets to be more intense than ever. Clearly, under the new mandate of the
mark, everyone needing or desiring financial assets will feel the pressure to be marked all the
more intensely according to the degree of their wants, desires, lusts, and needs for them. For
without the mark, not only will they be unable to acquire monetary assets, but they will also be
largely unable to make use of what they have previously accumulated.

2. Possessions: A large part of the beast's system will entail the redistribution of wealth,
real estate in particular. We can well imagine that gaining new lands and holdings will be
virtually impossible for those who lack the mark, and that without it retaining what substantial
possessions one may have will also be difficult in the short run and essentially impossible in the
long run. Most large, hard assets, moreover, require various types and degrees of maintenance, a
process that also requires engaging in commerce on some level (paying taxes and insurance bills,
for example). Therefore it will be very difficult for those who are rich in any sense in which this
world defines it to maintain that wealth and those possessions during this period without
receiving the mark.

3. Pleasure: Whether large or small, illicit or legitimate, the gratification of non-essential
pleasures makes up a large part of the current world economy. Inevitably, in order to gratify
most pleasures one must engage in commercial activity. Therefore even those who might for
other reasons be willing and able to resist the process of marking — and be stubborn and bold
enough to do so — will be sorely tested on this count, for they will find themselves largely shut
out of this particular aspect of the devil's world system if they do.

4. Fame: Glory, celebrity, reputation, fame of every sort, large and small, is an important
area of lust in Satan's world system. For those whose self-image and ultimate desires are bound
up in this area, the prospect of becoming an "unperson" and being shut out of all commercial
activity and the essential things that often attend that activity will be difficult even to
contemplate. However defined or derived, antichrist will have a virtual monopoly on "fame"
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during the Great Tribulation, so that failure to take the mark will necessarily turn any good
reputation to "infamy", a hard road to take for any one who does not value God's opinion over the
opinions of mankind.

5. Power: The ultimate lust in the devil's world system is that of power (on whatever
level), the myth of having some sort of control over others by virtue of position or other means.
Generally this also has a base in commercial activity on some level (if only indirectly). But in
any case, it is virtually certain that, during the Great Tribulation, the powerful will owe
continuation in their positions of power to antichrist, making it a near certainty that they will be
among the first to receive the mark.

Since everything that human beings lust after and desire apart from God will be put at risk by
refusing to accept the mark of the beast, it is a mistaken notion to assume that the taking of the
mark will be something easily avoidable by merely refraining from direct "legal" commercial
transactions. The end result will thus be that many who would rather not take the mark, even if
they would be otherwise willing to go underground or seek to skirt the system not out of any love
for God but just on general principles (i.e., the taking on to one's body of a large tattoo not even
of one's choosing is bound to rub many people the wrong way, not only Christians), will
ultimately do so. For, otherwise, they will find themselves entirely deprived of or at least
seriously hindered from seeking and enjoying the things that, for a large part of the secular world,
"make life worth living".

For those who know their God, the loss of the things of this world, culminating for many in the
loss of their very lives, will constitute a true blessing, the privilege of persecution and martyrdom
for the Lord who died for us (though the world will not realize it as such). But for those who do
not believe, the down side of refusing to take the mark will be so horrific without any apparent
appreciable benefit that only the most irascibly independent are likely to try. One thing is

certain: anyone at this point who "has anything" as defined by the five areas delimited above will
certainly think twice before refusing the mark and losing everything, even though accepting it is a
guarantee of divine judgment (Rev.14:9-11; cf. Rev.16:2; 19:20; 20:4). For during the Great
Tribulation, at the center of the spider's web of these five main cross-fertilizing and intersecting
lusts of Satan's world system will be the beast himself and his religion, Satanism, the worship of
the devil in preference to the worship of God. And this is the devil's strategy and objective: to
present to God a world inhabited only by those who of their own "free will" have taken upon
themselves the mark as a proof of their choice of Satan over God.

d. The mark will take the form of a permanent, visible tattoo: The Greek word used here for the
"mark" is charagma (ydpaypo), meaning something that has been permanently marked, generally
through inscription or carving or other permanent imprinting (cf. our derived word "character").
The context and its logic certainly suggest the same, for there would be little purpose to
antichrist's requiring an easily removable mark. The whole point is to make the world choose for
him in a visible and irremediable way, and requiring a permanent, highly visible tattoo certainly
accomplishes this purpose. But the beast's "sealing" of his faithful is so dramatically at odds with
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our Lord's sealing of us that it bears comment. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit, an act of God
on our behalf with positive and invisible spiritual consequences for good in every way
(2Cor.1:21-22; Eph.1:13-14; 4:30), while those who choose for antichrist and for Satan are
physically sealed for short-term material benefit without any positive spiritual consequences
whatsoever. Indeed, receiving the mark is guarantee of condemnation (Rev.14:9-11; cf. 16:2;
19:20; 20:4).

e. The significance of the two places for the mark: Why two places for the mark? The answer
most likely has to do with a hierarchy of marking, that is, we may assume that the mark received
on the forehead will be considered "better" than merely marking the hand. While it is possible
that this distinction will be one of choice with each person deciding where to receive it, the more
likely scenario is that only the elite will be "allowed" to receive a mark on the forehead, and this
will constitute a badge of honor showing that those who have it are not merely responding to
universal coercion but are instead enthusiastic communicants of antichrist's religion. The danger
in this two-track system for those under pressure to receive the mark is that they may make the
mistake of assuming (in the face of divine warning to the contrary) that only the mark on the
forehead is spiritually dangerous (i.e., since the mark on the hand will represent more of an
attitude of acquiescence than of enthusiasm). But in fact receiving the mark in either place will
be a cause for "drinking of the wrath of God" (Rev.14:9-11).

f. The significance of the two variations of the mark: An additional "choice" is afforded those
who respond to the false prophet's demand that the whole world be marked for antichrist, namely
of receiving the "number of his name" in place of the name itself. The fact that the number
comes second in the sequence in verse seventeen (just as the forehead marking comes second)
suggests that this is the "better" choice signifying a deeper commitment to the beast. The fact
that verse eighteen is taken up with explaining the significance of the number of the beast
confirms this analysis. Inasmuch as the name or the number can be placed on either the forehead
or the hand, we see in this system a hierarchy of four levels of dedication to antichrist as follows:

Highest: Number on the forehead
Second Highest: Name on the forehead
Third Highest: Number on the hand
Lowest: Name on the hand

As noted above, scripture is quite clear that in God's eyes there will be no distinction between the
highest and lowest in this hierarchy, for by taking the mark in any of its four manifestations the
individual in question is willfully throwing his lot in with antichrist and his father the devil, and
so by definition and of necessity has in the process deliberately turned his back on God the Father
and His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. One further monitory note here. Since in every way possible
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he attempts to counterfeit the true Messiah, it is very possible that the beast's "name" will in
some way mimic one of Jesus' names or titles. We cannot know the precise "name" before the
fact, but it is worth noting that several divine names come very close to the requisite "six hundred
and sixty six" when computed via the Greek numbering system wherein letters of the alphabet
represent numerals (n.b., the system of Arabic numerals which we use today is a much later
development). For example, Messiah in Greek, Messias (Meooiag), is short by only one letter,
an iota, of 666 (a deficit easily made up by any number of initials that would equal ten in the
Greek system). If this word or any number of other legitimate divine titles variously calculated
should turn out to be antichrist's name, there is at least the danger that some believers under
coercion may rationalize the taking of the mark as really being a name of the Lord, since it may
well be, at least in some form. But scripture is adamant about the fact that the mark, however
innocuous it may seem and whatever alternative meaning it may be made to bear, will constitute
an act of ultimate unfaithfulness so extreme that any and all who may have been believers before
the fact will by that act become believers no more — taking of the mark by any brother or sister
will put faith to death (Rev.14:9-11; cf. 16:2; 19:20; 20:4).

4. The Number of the Beast

Here is wisdom: let everyone who is alert [at that time] calculate the number of the beast,
for it is the number of a man(['s name]. And his (i.e., the beast's) number is six hundred
and sixty six (i.e., 666 "ways").

Revelation 13:18

Since in the verse just prior (Rev.13:17) we are told specifically that the alternative form of the
mark is "the number of his (i.e., the beast's) name", said number here must be the numerical
equivalent of antichrist's name referenced in that previous verse. That is to say, "six hundred and
sixty six" is the number which both constitutes a numerical value for the beast's name and which
also functions as the alternative (and superior) form of the mark.

Before considering the number of the beast per se, we need to say a few words about his "name"
as it will occur in the other versions of the mark along with its numerical value. The "wisdom"
given here is not in any way mysterious. If at that future time one is paying any attention to what
scripture says about this issue, the formula provided will easily dispel all doubt about what the
true "mark of the beast" is, so that believers will have no trouble whatsoever identifying it (and
no excuse for failing to avoid it). As part of the New Testament, this book of the Bible is written
in Greek, and for that reason it is the Greek system of numerals which must be employed to
calculate the "name" for its numerical value, certainly not Arabic numerals (whose use in the
west was not even widespread until the 15th century). In the Greek system, each letter of the
alphabet (and some symbols as well) has a numerical value, with alpha, the first letter equaling
one, and omega, the last letter equaling eight hundred. For example, the Greek transliteration
mentioned above for the Hebrew word Messiah (meaning, "anointed one"), is as follows:

Meooiog: M=40+e=5+6=200+6=200+{=10+0a=1+c=200> = 656
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By adding "tha" the Aramaic imperative meaning "come!" (cf. Marana tha!, "O our Lord,
come!"), we create a phrase equaling the requisite number of six hundred and sixty six (because
the letters theta and alpha equal nine and one respectively so that tha, Oa, = +10). Before the
reader gets too excited about all this, let me point out what should be readily obvious, namely
that in such a system the number of possibilities for constructing names that add up to 666 is
incalculably large (if not literally infinite). For this reason, the information given us in
Revelation 13:18 cannot possibly be used to figure out antichrist's name before the fact. Even if a
person were fortunate enough to hit upon the precise sequence of letters for his actual name,
there would be absolutely no way to determine before his revelation that said sequence was the
uniquely correct one. What we are given in Revelation 13:18 is thus not a key to figuring out the
identity of antichrist before the fact. On the contrary, it is an analytical tool or "litmus test" for
evaluating the putative name of the beast to see if the person in question is indeed antichrist after
we have a name to work from. With a simple transliteration of any name into the Greek system,
we can with relative ease examine any name and discover fairly easily whether it might have the
numerical value of 666. This was a fairly common sort of cipher in antiquity (often called a
"gematria"), and one finds, for example, graffiti recovered from Pompeii where the names of
lovers were concealed in this manner, as well as riddles on funeral monuments in the Greek
speaking areas of the Mediterranean which substitute a sum of letters for the name of the
deceased and invite the onlooker to solve the puzzle. Without clues, such riddles are impossible
to solve, since, as mentioned above, the number of names that can be made to fit into any large
sum is, for all practical purposes, endless. The relatively small number "10", for instance, could
be represented by a lone iota, an alpha plus a theta, or a beta plus an eta, etc., etc. And the
possibilities grow geometrically the larger the numbers become.

One should also note that once the universal marking begins, decoding the precise mark of the
beast as it occurs at that time will be a fairly simple matter despite issues of transliteration.
Before the precise form of his name as it is to be used for the mark comes to light, however, this
test is unlikely to be the best litmus test for uncovering antichrist. For example, will the mark
contain only his last name? Will it include his first name or merely his initials, and which ones?
More to the point, will antichrist change his name in some way at the point when he takes his
seat in the temple of God in Jerusalem and proclaims himself to be God? The point is that until
the exact form of the name as it occurs in this alternative version of the mark becomes generally
known, there is little point in making the calculation recommended here. And Bible believing
Christians should take careful note that scripture only gives us this information at the point when
the actual marking begins, indicating very clearly that any attempt to identify antichrist in this
way before the process of universal marking is pointless. In any case, by the middle of the
Tribulation it is difficult to comprehend how any genuine believer in Jesus Christ who has the
least bit of spiritual discernment could not know that the dictator who has come to control the
world and has invaded God's very temple is antichrist. The real danger here is that believers in
the early days of the Tribulation will fail to recognize the beast because his name as it occurs at
that time may not seem to fit the formula given in verse eighteen.
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As to the significance of 666, the first thing to emphasize here is that we do not necessarily have
to do with three consecutive numeral "sixes", that is, some precise variant of 6-6-6. In our
system of Arabic numerals, a system that does not greatly antedate the printing press here in the
west, it is true that there is no distinction between the number six hundred and sixty six and its
representation by three consecutive sixes: 666. In the Greek system, however, this is not at all
the case. In Greek, the language of Revelation and therefore the basis for the system that must be
employed to understand this issue correctly, six hundred and sixty six would be represented by
two letters and a symbol, namely, chi, xi, and stigma. What this means for our purposes here is
that much popular theorizing that makes the "sign of the beast" a series of three sixes may be
entirely wrong. And while it is certainly possible that three Arabic numeral sixes will indeed
constitute the essential mark that stands for the name of antichrist, there is no convincing reason
why this should be so. Just as the Arabic numeral representation 666 would appear different in
the Greek system (i.e., as &s), so it is also fair to point out that the contemporaneous Roman
system (i.e., "Roman numerals" wherein 666 = DCLXVI) and Hebrew system (an alphabetic
system similar to Greek wherein 666 = n101) certainly have as much claim to be considered as
the much later, non-contemporaneous western version of the Arabic system. Moreover there is
no way that we can say before the fact that antichrist might not adopt, say, a base two system
(stressing technology), or a base twelve system (stressing Babylonian mysticism), or any other
system of mathematical, geometrical, or mystical symbolism to represent the integer 666, perhaps
even one of his own devising not yet extant. The point is that discerning Christians cannot afford
to assume that any mark that does not have three Arabic numeral sixes (i.e., 666) could not
possibly be "the mark of the beast".

The significance of the number itself has also long been a matter of as much speculation as its
appearance. Like "pi", a repeating system of sixes may have some significance for the mythology
that antichrist creates around himself and his system of devil worship. As Christians, we would
rather choose to note that whether 666 is seen as single integer, a series of sixes, or a repeating
decimal, at all points it falls short of perfection by "one" (i.e., of the perfect number seven),
namely, through rejection of the "One" who is the way, the truth and the life, our true Savior
Jesus Christ. One thing that is generally not appreciated in such discussions is that, unlike
English, Greek numerals are at times declinable, and such is the case in this instance.
Specifically, "six hundred and sixty six" in this instance at Revelation 13:18 is feminine, so that
what the text here is really saying is "six hundred and sixty six" feminine somethings, and it is
left to the reader to fill in the blank from the context as to what those "somethings" are. This is a
not unfamiliar situation in Greek where one often understands the occurrence or repetition of a
particular noun which can be easily guessed (by context and usage) from the information
contained in the ending of an adjective (in contrast to English where adjectives are
unchangeable). Of course there is no feminine noun in this context, a situation which no doubt
explains why various other versions switched the ending to masculine, neuter, or eliminated the
problem entirely by using symbolic notation (i.e, the Greek equivalent of 666 mentioned above:
xEs). But in fact the case of a feminine adjective with no noun expressed is far from
unprecedented in Greek, there being a generally understood short list of common nouns to be
supplied in such circumstances. By far the most common noun to supply in such situations is the
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Greek word for "road" or "way", hodos (086¢; cf. "odometer" = "road-measurer"), and that is
indeed the noun to be supplied here. Since 666 represents an infinitely repeating cipher, the "six
hundred and sixty six ways" may be understood as the all inclusive and virtually infinite number
of "paths to salvation" in the beast's religious system. Provided only that one worship antichrist
and his father the devil as god, all other religious, traditional, or cultic practices will be
pronounced acceptable and deemed effective in "saving" the individual worshiper. But in fact,
this cipher leaves out the "one" that would end its pointless repetition and instead produce
completion and fulfillment, the "One" who is truly the one and only true "Way" to salvation, our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 9:2; 19:9; 19:23; 22:4; 24:14; 24:22; 2Pet.2:2;):

I am the Way: the truth and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.
John 14:6

E. The Great Persecution: Revelation 14:1-20

1. Introduction: The Great Persecution is what makes the Tribulation's second half "Great". This
"distress" and "tribulation" which characterize the final seven years of human history before
Christ's return are seen in scripture first and foremost from the standpoint of believers (cf.
Dan.12:1; Matt.24:21; 24:29; Mk.13:19; 13:24). It is true that many of the events of that terrible
time to come will weigh heavily on the people of God, but believers will be protected to a large
extent from much of the worst of it (viz. the judgments of God which are directed toward the
reprobate). The Great Persecution is the preeminent exception, for it will be a period of the
greatest testing wherein because of widespread martyrdom believers in unprecedented numbers
will have to put into practice what we should all understand in principle, namely that our true
security consists in our eternal relationship with Jesus Christ rather than in clinging to this
temporary physical life (Matt.16:25; Mk.8:35; Lk.17:33; Jn.12:25; Rev.12:11).

The uniting of the globe under the banner of antichrist and the one-world "peace" which results
will be the worst thing that has yet happened in human history by virtue of its elimination of any
countervailing power to check the machinations of the beast and of his father the devil. This will
be particularly true for believers in regard to the Great Persecution, an event which will begin not
long after antichrist's consolidation of power. For with the world united in evil, there will be no
place to hide, no place to run. Those who in the will of God are destined for martyrdom will be
martyred, while those who are destined to survive must endure persecution until the return of our
Lord (Rev.13:10; cf. Jer.43:11).

The Great Persecution will begin not long after the beginning of the Tribulation's second half, the
Great Tribulation. Following his total defeat of the southern alliance, antichrist will quickly turn
his attention to the establishment of his capital in Jerusalem. The beast will be the target of an
assassination attempt at this time, and his remarkable recovery coupled with his victory will do
much to swing the great majority of the world's population in his favor. Using this attempt on his
life as a pretext, antichrist will make war on Moses and Elijah, killing them and then occupying
the temple of God, even proclaiming himself to be God, erecting the "abomination that causes
[spiritual] desolation" in the temple court. Those in Israel who have responded to the ministry of
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the two witnesses and the 144,000 will flee to the wilderness at this time, evading through divine
intervention the beast's attempts to catch and destroy them. His frustration in this attempt will
result in the commencement of the Great Persecution, a reign of terror directed against all true
believers in Jesus Christ, the implementation of which will be part and parcel of the
establishment of antichrist's worldwide system of religion:

And the dragon was enraged at the woman (i.e., the escaping Jewish believers), and he
went away to make war with the rest of her seed, [even] those who are keeping the

commandments of God and maintaining their testimony to Jesus.
Revelation 12:17

This scapegoating of believers in the matter of the assassination attempt will have the dual effect
of provoking a violent reaction both in Israel and worldwide against all believers on the one
hand, and on the other hand will also contribute to an environment of great suspicion wherein
unbelievers will be eager to show by their acceptance of the mark that they are without blame in
the matter, and even more eager and willing to "smoke out the traitors" by way of this litmus test.
Thus will the stage be set from the very early days of antichrist's worldwide reign for the event
that more than any other defines and characterizes the coming Tribulation, namely, the Great
Persecution.

2. Key Passages:

(9) And when He (i.e., the Lamb) opened the fifth seal, 1 saw below the altar the living
persons who had been slain because of the Word of God and because of the testimony
which they had maintained. (10) And they cried out with a loud voice, saying "How long,
O Master, holy and true, will you [wait and] not render judgment and vindication for our
blood upon those who dwell on the earth?" (11) And a white robe was given to each one
of them that they might rest yet a little while longer until their brothers who were destined

to be killed in the same fashion should also fulfill [their course].
Revelation 6:9-11

Comment: Only two seals, the fifth and sixth, deal with the trends of the last three and a half
years of the Tribulation (the seventh serving to "open the book" and begin the seven year period
itself), with the sixth seal referring to Armageddon and related events. Therefore the fact that
this fifth seal serves as the sole agent of characterization for the bulk of the Tribulation's second
half demonstrates that the Great Persecution is the decisive event of that period.

(9) After this I looked and, behold, [there was] a huge multitude which no one was able to
number from every nation and tribe and people and tongue standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes and with palm branches in their hands. (10) And
they were shouting in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God, the One who
sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!" (11) And all the angels had taken their stand
around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures. And they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, (12) saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and
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wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might belong to our God forever and
ever! Amen!" (13) And one of the elders who was speaking with me replied, "These
people dressed in white robes — who are they and where have they come from?" (14) And
I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who are
about to come forth from the Great Tribulation. And they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (15) For this reason they are before the
throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple. And the One who sits upon
the throne will pitch His tabernacle over them. (16) They will neither hunger nor thirst
again, nor will the sun beat down upon them nor any burning [heat], (17) because the
Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and will lead them to
fountains of living water (lit., "fountains of waters of life"), and God will wipe away

every tear from their eyes".
Revelation 7:9-17

Comment: There are so many who have been martyred that they can not be counted, showing
clearly the scope of the Great Persecution. Moreover, the fact that these martyrs come "from
every nation and tribe and people and tongue" demonstrates the worldwide nature of the
persecution. Finally, this passage definitely fixes the time of the Great Persecution, for as the
angel says in verse fourteen, these martyrs are "about to come forth from the Great Tribulation",
that is, the second half of the seven year period.

(7) And war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought with the dragon and the dragon
and his angels fought [back], (8) but they did not prevail against him, and they could no longer
find any place [of refuge] in heaven. (9) And [so] the great dragon, the ancient serpent, the one
called Devil and Satan, was thrown down; even he who deceives the entire world was thrown
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. (10) And I heard a loud voice in
heaven saying, "Now our God's deliverance and might and kingdom have come, even the power
of His Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, the one who accuses them day and night in front
of our God, has been thrown down. (11) But these [believers] have defeated [the devil] through
the blood of the Lamb and the Word of their testimony. For they did not love their lives, [even]
to the point of death. (12) Because of this, rejoice, O heavens and those residing in them! [But]
woe to the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you, having [great] anger, because

he knows that he has [only] a short time [remaining]!"
Revelation 12:7-12

Comment: In verse eleven the martyrs are described as virtually synonymous with all believers
alive at this time, indicating the breadth of the Great Persecution. The casting down of Satan at
the midpoint of the Tribulation (verse nine) and the proclamation that his remaining time is short
(verse twelve) further serves to fix the time of the Great Persecution as the final three and a half
years. Finally, in this synopsis of the Great Tribulation, we see that from the standpoint of
believers the Great Persecution is the event which dominates this period.
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And the dragon was enraged at the woman (i.e., the escaping Jewish believers), and he
went away to make war with the rest of her seed, [even] those who are keeping the

commandments of God and maintaining their testimony to Jesus.
Revelation 12:17

Comment: Just as the dragon, Satan, attempted to use his newfound mastery of the world's
political systems united under his son, the beast, for the destruction of Jewish believers in Israel,
so now, at the Tribulation's midpoint, he will turn his attention to the destruction of "the rest of
her seed", namely, gentile and Jewish believers worldwide. This passage likewise fixes the time
of the Great Persecution (i.e., it follows the escape of believing Jews from Israel immediately
after the beast's victory and shift of headquarters to Jerusalem), demonstrates the universal sweep
of the persecution (i.e., the target is all the rest of "her seed", that is, all other believers not
removed to the special place of protection), and characterizes its horrible nature (i.e., it will be a
"war" whose object is the annihilation of the faithful).

"If anyone is [destined] for captivity [to captivity he will go]. If it is necessary for anyone
to be put to death by the sword, by the sword he must be put to death. Herein lies the

perseverance and the faithfulness of the holy ones."
Revelation 13:10

Comment: This caveat from our Lord removes all doubt about either the intensity of the Great
Persecution to come or the possibility of avoiding it. Only two outcomes are contemplated, death
or prison cell. While other outcomes are not necessarily ruled out, this passage suggests that they
will be the exception rather than the rule, and thus encourages us to steel ourselves to these grim
realities before the fact.

And it was given to him (i.e., the false prophet) to provide a spirit for the image of the
beast so that the image might speak, and [it was also given to him] to bring it about that

as many as refused to worship the image of the beast might be put to death.
Revelation 13:15

Comment: Here we see that the Great Persecution is central to the institution of the beast's
worldwide religion, for it will be by means of the litmus test of willingness to worship antichrist
that true believers will be winnowed out. This passage also makes it clear that the number of
those martyred will be significant, for refusal to worship, once a believer has been "processed" to
that point, will apparently result in a sentence of death in every case.

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on so that they may rest from their labors", says the Spirit. "For their

deeds follow with them."
Revelation 14:13
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Comment: This verse, coming immediately after the most stringent of warnings to refrain from
the beast's religion in any form (i.e., the third angel's proclamation of Revelation 14:9-12),
encourages believers to face martyrdom with confidence and a sense of peace, since the end will
be rest and reward. The need for such comfort is a sure indication that the Great Persecution will
be a horrendous experience which is near universal in its scope and impossible to survive apart
from a close walk with the Lord.

(14) And, behold, a white cloud. And sitting on the white cloud was what looked like a
man with a golden crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. (15) And another
angel came out of His temple, shouting in a loud voice to the one sitting on the cloud,
"Send [forth] your sickle and reap, because the hour of the harvest has come, and the
harvest [crop] is ripe" (lit., "dry"). (16) And the one sitting on the cloud set his sickle to

the earth, and the earth was harvested.
Revelation 14:14-16

Comment: The reaper represents Jesus Christ, and the believers martyred during the Great
Persecution are the harvest. This passage shows that, far from being an accident, the Great
Persecution is an integral part of the plan of God designed for the glory of God, reflected in the
faithfulness of His witnesses, and the ultimate good of the martyred, who, like a ripe crop, are
removed at precisely the right time, being spared the time of final judgments of the Great
Tribulation while yet receiving all the rewards that accrue to those genuinely martyred for J